REFORM METRO DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

Report from the Co-ordinating Committee to the GéHeral Meeting Of Dec. 1hth

Reform Metro definitely has some reson to celebrate its success in the
1976 municipal elections in Metro Toronto.We endorsed 19 candidates and re-
commended 21 others.From these 40 candidates,16 were elected as aldermen,
this 1includes 3 Metro councillors with the possibility of more.(some seats
to Metro Council from the boroughs sre still pending)In Toronto 4 new al-
dermen,plus the re-election of § of our incumbents resulted In York;I @lder-
man,in East York,l alderman and in Etobicoke 2 aldermen of those we sup-
ported were elected.Ppobably our bigegest success was in North York where
from a slate of 8 aldermanic candidates,3 new aldermen have been elected.
Although we were not successful in Scarborough,it is worth noting that 5
out of 12 Scarborough seats were acclaimed and without our 3 candidates
reform policies would have been absent.Not a bad record for an organization
which has been in existence for only one year.

We think it would be safe to say that this is the first time that so
many candldates have rum under ome banner,supporting a common program and
it is also the first time so many left candidates have contested civic of-
fice.A rough estimation shows the support by metro voters for Keform Metro
candidates and program as over 122,500 votes.

Several times during election night coverage by the media,references
were made to a particular exciting raee,especially in the boroughs,and it
would not be immodest to say that this election was made exciting by many
of the campaigns run by our candidates.Several of the opposing candidates
found 1t no longer sufficent to run campaigns based on their shining per-
sonallties and smiling families.Even the "old guard® had to address them=
selves to the questions of transportation,rent control,tax reform etc.

It was through combined effort that this was a political campalgn and poli-
cles for the people of Metro Toronto were brought forward. :

In analysing our successes we must also take a look at our wesknesses.
In some wards lack of unity allowed the left and progressive vote to become
split,allowing the right to slip through where chances for our success were
real.in some areas the introduction of party politics played a destructive
role,by -passing established community organizaticns and putting their
own candidates into the field.In other aress candidates were belatedly
placed into the field alongside already well established candidates.

As well,not enough empathsis was placed on Reform Metro's program and
policies by all our candidates so that the full effort of the program was
not felt in these areas.In the next election we will have to take & closer
look at candidates programs before we consider endorsing them.Also,not all
our candidates used their endorsation by Reform Metro to the fullest ad-
vantage.This was not always the fault of the candidate since the endorsation
in many cases was rather late.The process will have to be speeded up the
next time.On both these points the co-ordinating committee could have played
a greater role through publicizing the candidates and the issues better.

Our new representatives must now stand the test of time.We must work"
closely with them so they may truly represent the needs and interests of
our organization and the working people of Metrol

This brings us back to the main reason for Reform Metro,which is not
to rear its head every two years come elections,but to estabiish local organ
izations and to work with established ones to serve the needs of the commun~
ities they include.There is no better time than now to establish local

ward organizations if they do not already exist and to strengthen the ones
that do exist.Whether it was a winning or losing campalgnyno doubt many peop?t-
were drawn into municipal politics,many probably for the first time.It is

the responsibility of each and every one of us to join these people into
lasting organizations to continue the fight.



vur problems are far from belng over,there is still a fight to be waged
the recommendations of the Blair Commission,the Robarts Commission,
2al cof the market value assessment,continuation of an effective
rrogram,and a fight against a fare increase.In short,our pro-
moie b the books across Metro and it is only when this happens that
will begin to solve the crisis of our cities.

Reloru Me??o is still in its infancy.Yet we must become the initiators
un’oy wilh lhe labour movement and with all reform minded organizations

= over the next two years to build the reform movemen: at the

level in Metro Toronto.This is something which needs to be done
<¢ are capable of doing.

o day ] :

CliE i Se ook BOARD REPORT

At incurbents running were returned in Etobicoke, Fast York,

arth York - Scarborough, York, & Toronto each had one incumbent
o e now have:a total of 17 new trustees in Metro Toronto.
74 trustees were elected by accla mation. ™"any of the problems
i L7 be in a lack of education of voters as to the importance
rustecs and a lack of awarness or concern over educational issues.

=

dia did very little to inform anyone of any trustee position.
avey articiles appeared in the Globe and Mail but dealt mainly
W t Lhe candidates present occupation was and how good the
Shant e of incumbents returning. The Star devoted 4 full pages
s «. o:Zermanic candidates but did not devote even a 1/2
..«3tee candidates who have 53% of the budget to spend.

Lo mainy aveas good candidates were too polite, not pressing anyone on
and not runaning strong enough campaigns to counteract the fact

m3s5t people probably vote for a name they are familar with.

suscee candidates losing on the two Toronto community teams

h new comers. Some candidates needed more support and organiza-

%

re Loth
io or 2 longer time in.order to win

tefuva Metro should start now by working with those trustees who
yrk with us and agree with our policy. We should establish a base
ple interested and involved in eduaation in those areas where
cheve are no trustees to work with,
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DISCUSSION OF THE GENERAL MFETING OF DECEMBER IWTH

A group of 50 people reprerenting campaigns from across Metro attended
“the December 1llith meeting to evaluate the outcome of this year's civic el-
ection.For the most part,people viewed our effect on the elections as very
positive,particularly in the aldermaniec contests.Some were critical of our
lack of empathsis on the trustee elections,especially to the separate school
board.The Education Committee responded that through the results of their
questionnalire they had gained further contacts and so would be expanding
thelr base.lLarry Colle took responsibility to make inroads in the separate
school communities.

Migh of the discussion centred around how we could work better with
the NDP and the Labour Council.There was agreement that we should try and
co-ordinate things better with these groups but there was disagreement as
— to how much we . snould encourage the KPP to be more active municipelly in —

- a formal way.There was hesitatlon as to whether the NDP would have the same
grass roots approach as Reform Metro amd how their presence mighi evclude
independent activists and people from other parties,It was agreed that this
discussion would be fully explored: at the convention in mid-February.
People were encouraged to hear that the Labour Council was meeting with
all the candidates that it endorsed to discuss thelr future relationship
with . organized labour.

RECOMMENDAT TONS

L. That Dan Heap be called upon to organize a meeting of progressive g
aldermen. from across Metro to issue a joint statement cf their aims in
specific policy areas for the next two years.

Zewuit D2% Spencer be called upon to organize a meetdng of progressive
school trustees fromw across Metro to idsue a joint statement of thelr aims
in speecific poliey areas for the next two years.

3.That the next newsletter go out to .all the campaign workers of the”
different cazmpalgns we supported.

4. That literature from 21l campaigns,whether we cupported them or not,
be collected so that campaign stands will be on record.As well it was pro=':
posed that campsigns write down thelrsexperiences so that certain pitfalls
can be avoilded next time.

€ty executive

On Wednecday December #2nd the Labour Council and several prominent
citizens lnvolied in various municipal fields held & press conference
to kick off & phohe and letter campaign to Cromble and ward aldermen.They
want people to request that council recensider the gentlemen's agreement
of December 17th so that John Sewell make it to the city executive.The
executive,as it 1s now does not represent the majopity of people in Toron=-
to-Sewell' s programmatic sdénds need to be heard. :

I strongly encourage everyone who reads this to make the effort to
let Crombie and their ward 'aldermen know that they want Sewell on the
executdive and that it is not sour grapes to want a political balance on '
the committee.

But as well the empathsis on She more important position of the
Metro executive should be made.It 1z crucial that reform positions have =«
some say there and that we gain greater access to the workings of Paul
Godfrey,especlally with his present push for a reduced Cabinet size evecu
tive.

The election of Nérih York and East York Councils of Metro repre-
sentatives has not been favourable to reformers.In North York it is an
unwritten rule that only experlenced members can go to Metro.So there was
& cholce of 4 from a possible 5.Betty Sutherland was the loser.Peter Clark
Gordon Risk,Mike Smith and Irv Chapley were chosen.In East York,Ray Ireland
got beat out by Leslie Saunders in & 5-4 vote.Hence minus one reformer on
Metro.

Carol Ruddell has been picked as the aldermanic representative from
Searborough.Lets hope she will take consistent progressive stands.

Whether or not Sewell mekes it to the city or metro executive,lets
make sure that reform politicians in the various boroughs get together
very soon and work out definite terms of cooperation, b




Separate School Board Report

The S.S, Board remained basically conservative as a result of the
December 6th. electicns, The only lLli.R.endorsce canCicete Lorenzo Celle,
finished second in a three way race in the inner city Sepsrate Schoocl
Ward 6 ( composed of City Wards 6 ?\TAIZD) versus two traditional opponents:

6 WARD 7 TCT2L 6 & 7
Charles AreentUlte.sssacssosaes 636 714 = 1350
Lorenzo Colle ssesssecssnne 627 416 = 1043
Jim Carson evoessssnaves S84 441 e 828

Approximately 25% of eligible voters cast thier Lallote., It seeped thot
running with Fronk kegle (incumbent Separste School Rep. to Fublic Board )
and association with Heap/ Sparrow/ Leckie et =l was not enoughi

In any cese having en endorseé li.l.R. candidate running for Separate
£chool Loard was a positive move in the right cirection.To kring the
Board into a rmore puklic profile src errore merkere like faul Frenm
(fermer menker of the récist WESTERN GUARD } for what they are takes
community action. In the past a high percentzge cf positdions were
£illed by scclemation &s were 7 out of 21 in this election. Five priests
moetly unerposed vere elected vith orly ore vorer reflecting the conserv-
ative attltude of Catholic voters.,

¥hat can ke cone

First, it nuet Le recognizedly creupe cuch as the M.F.R. that an effort
to democrztize ané open up the election for Schocl Tcrrc s due =n¢ thet
there ere rrogressive jeorle in the Cetholic cernwrity thet must Le
rerched te stert verking in the cormunity for future elections, If the
Echool Boards are to improve,the community ruet Le swere thet there are
elternatives to acclemation and that only the community can elect these
alternatives. In conjunction with this idea, the Education Committee
of the IM.M.R.Sheuld have two chairpersons, one from the Separate and
~ne from the Publie schools, Ceommunity activists, concered citizens,

—ehd progressive elements in the communitics vi1Il be encouraged to take
part in the discussion and planning. Many people including young people
are dissatisfied in the direction the Separate Schocl Leard is teking
especially with the election ©f known menbers of groups like the WESTERN
GU2ARD,

Lorenzo Colle

Sincere wishes for pPeace and joy in the
Christmas season and in the ANew year,",
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