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The Plonum was opened on Seturday, Sopt. 3; with a wolcomp from Charles
Donby who gave a proviow of tho many tasks we had boforc us to work out in thoso
two days of discussion and docision, strogsing that it oould not be dono without
having all prosent as active participants. This was ospecially truo, ho said, for
our Elack Thought pumphlot bocauso tho rolatlonship of Afrdca and tho U,S. among
rovolutionardos was crucisl in this poriod of oconomic, and political crisos th=%
havo roachod tho lifo-and=doath point with tho N-Bemb, and shich dictated calling
our Porspectivos Draft TIME IS RUNND}Q@% & spocial wolcome was extordad to
tho visitors wo had prosent from Afrfchy and 1o tho Kont Stato studonts who had
como to participato in our dolivorations —— arnd Donby strossod that tho "timo that
was mmning out” was for the rulers of this capiltalistic, racist, saxist socloty,
ard not for the rovolutionarios out to uproot it both in theory and in fact,
Tho timing of the groat spontancous outiurst of the massos to como cannot bo pro-—
dictods tut if wo aro proparcd thoorotically, wo will bo roady for it whon it

¥ome of cur writines whothor oue paper or ouw pomphilcts or tho many intor—

&
natlenal cditions of our furndamental works liko Marxism and Freedom and Philessrhy
i Bowolubdenm. arg just "litomsburs ! They swo oll port of the volees frem
lelow as well as theory, whose unity will assure the American Rovelution will net
Lo eno mere dofcated or aborted cno. Donby thon doelarcd tho Plomum opan, in tho
. namo of tho National Fditcrial Beard ond turnod the chair ovor to tho en-oditur
of N&L, Folix Mariin to organize tho Plonum, intrnduco tho prosidium >f fivo,
ond give tho floor to Raya for tho PERSPECTIVES REPORT,.

Coplas of fho centants pago of tho National Chairweman's rophrt woro
in ocach participant’s packots ) : .

IT'S LATER, ALWAYS YATSR -~ oxeopt whon spontanoity
upsurgos ahd you roalizo it is horo and now, and you
aron't thoro and ;-oady. '

Introductions Facing Roality on'tho Quostion of tho Difforance Bytweon
. Totally Now Boginninge, end a Now Stago -

Av UsS¢ DPERIALISM~CAPITAT TS i oF. 'EfltOhS‘OF MANI CRISES
Ecenomie, Politieal, Laler; Ruclinl, Scirist _ :

‘B, "SPIRIT IN SELF~ESTRANGEMENT": nSpirit is consolous of en objoctivo
. . roality which msts Mopordontlylgn
tholr slionstion 1z purc consclousncss
sss Spirit in this caso thoreforo cor=
structs. not moroly ono world, but a twe-
fold world, divided and solf-opposod,”
Eegel, Phenemonology, Pa 510
1~ Mao’s China in tho Bi-polar World of U.s.-Russia o
2« Tho Afriean Horn, on tho cno hand, and on tho othor, tho

- bl - e Mendhd man
Fortuguuyu RUVGLvaon

Co AGAIN AND AGAIN: THL DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION AS CONCRETE FORCES FOR
REVOLUTION AS WELL AS RFAZON LML OUR CONCREIE TASKS, 1977-78

Bocauso this rcport was roprocr wd in full as Poat-Plonum Bullotin
Numbop Ome, it will not be summarizcd her., In tho DISCUSSION that followod tho
prosontetion, Lillian, Bay Avoa, doseribed somo of tho antienucloar protests sho
had participated in, and tho disappointmont sho had folt that only 800 il'nstoad*of
8000 had turnod out at onve Whilo othors blamed “tochnical difficultios”, Lilllam
confrontod thom, instosd, with tho "global polities™ that woro rosponainlo=~tho
pro~Russian and pro-China groups all atsont booauso thoy would have hat to attack
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tho nucloar politics of thoso stato powors as woll as tho U,S. Sagono, To3 Angolos,
discussod tho conforonco of radicel cconomi_sts ho had Jjust attonded in rolaiion to
"time running out"y what makos 1%t alive for us, and how do wo move thosc wo moot
closer to us, or at least make sure their rejection is on 2 high, not a low level.
There was no real fecling among tho radical cconomists that the Noutron bomb ropro-
scnted total disintogration. We have to keop asking oursolves what is tho soidous-
neoss of tho intclloctuals wo talk with, and tost it not just by discussion but by
participation with us iIn our activitios. Wo can move somo closor Af we can show tho
eenerotanoss of tho rovelutionary altornativo to.tho non-viabllity of this socicty.
Tho Paris Communo rovoaled that tho fotdishism of commoditics was tho truth of copi-
talist production, and not only opossd tho inhumanity of zapitalism but showod how
to root it out with frocly associatod labor. Some of tho intolloctuals are Just un-
roachablo == somo of thom boeauso thoy have tied themsolves to Meoism, Tho Porcpoc-
tivos shows that wo cannot disregard China Just bocauso 1t 1= post-Maop ang 1t is
critieal for us to wnderstand what wo mcan by "politicalizatien” boczusc wo can't
win Just by oxposing thoir "politics" without showing that polities flows from a
cortain philosophy. Boss took tho floor zt URPE ard spckc of tho frcmondous dilem—
na thoy woro dn as political wconomists who aro stidl part of thls systom, ronind-
ing tham straiphiforuardly that a political cconomist 100 yoars ago had to brosk

with this socioty ard olign with huwwmity — ad nall -« dogun lator camo o thank
hew for what sho said. Tho point is that Bess had folt a rospensibiiity to toko the
floor on thoir quostion, tut sho sot it on totally now ground. - ‘
. ‘ o . Kovin, Now York agrocd
with Eugeno, but folt it was diffieult to got intolloctuals "at tholr Innards™ bo-
causo nono gao tho sclf-dovolopment of tho mass movoment. Thus a profossor could
sgroc with Kovin - on tho wrgeney of stopping tho rulors from destroying the world,
tut on hoaring him say ho was dropping out of collogo to bocomo'a rovolutionary,
could say "but you might wani to use tho dogroo in-10 or 20 yoars". Kovin deseribod
somo of tho intclicetuals ho has workod with, ospocially tho libortarians who aro
suro that if you have o rovolution led by anti-Leminists you could novor got a
transformation into opposito. Ho contrastcd tho way intclloctuals liko Marcuso and
Adorno ‘have"gono back to Hogel™ with tho way in which wo have gono back via Raya,
noting that Raya first grappled with Hogol via Lonin, and then wont far boyond.

Ho also posod tho guostion of why tho classos last yoar seomed to havo boont a
"still-birth" and what that moans in rolation to our noodod politicalisation.

Miko, Dotroit was cxeitod about tho quostion Raye had posod on tho difforonco bo-
twoon now bogimnings ord neow stapos, Ho folt -timo is running out for us to catch
this eritical point, bocausc if you den't catoh tho true new boginnings you wind
up with falsc now bopimmings liko so much of tho Loft and loso tho continuity with
Marx, Ho saw tho orisis of rovolution as tho crisis in thc mothod of rovolution,
and rolated that to the now pamphlot around theo chaptor on Marx's Capitald. Whereas
an auto worker he had discussed our Plenum agenda wlth saw everything as canmected
vhothor Afrdca or oconomiecs s a questlon of whothor wo weuld live in slavory or
frocdom, Mandol and Tony Cliff soo ovorything as soparatod ~-cconomics ¥rom poli-
tiecs, organization from hisiory, philoscphy from ovorything, Wha ‘s oritiquos
of thom roveal is that you have to havo tho continuity with Marx 1c_rocrcation
of ik W Yomin op you will miss he cmergones of tho now forecs for rovolution and
now forms of organisation, for your own ages Mike referred to the countless -and
varied dismssions at the campus 1it tablos that involved thoge four chaptors from
M%F, pointing out that tho wholo quostion of how you soc tho world today ravolvos
about tho mothed of copnition. Ono of tho visitor's te tho Plonum had said ho camo
bosauso ho wantod to undorstand the world tcday and how it got that way -- which
geomod too passivep and Miko hed proscntod what happonod durdng tho civil rights
movemont of tho '60s, whoro idoae had tho powor to chango "facts”, onco tho mcthed
of undorstanding tho world involved transforming it. That's tho hoart of M=Hlsm ==
that tho mothod of undorstanding is tho mcthod of changing it -~ and tho challonge

40 cvoryono prosont,
-
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Bon, Chicapo, said tho Porspoctivos showed how all the flash points bocomo
thgt bocnu§o tho two supor-powors aro charging tho situation, bt what 1s most
f:luh}gning about "time running out” 4is how much of it comos from tho pussibilitiss
B & Sirsot U.S.~Russia conironiaition. It is prociscly this Li~polar world that tho
50":30-1106 “How Philosophy™ in Franco wallows in. It is tho vory cpposite of our
Phil osophy which comos from tho dopths of tho opposition to that way of thinking.
o spoko of tho crisis as boing right within Russia itsclf, just as it is ripght
within tho U,5. == so that Russia rocontly warncd about tho loss of production
bocauso of “lack of tochnological diseipling”. Whilo in this country wo havo Timo
dovoting an issuoc to tho "undorclass” ~ thoy pickod out all tho samo facts wo
933 but they all added up to nothing, whoroas all you had to do was look at tho
finaneinl soetion of tho samo magazino which ovon thoy eallod “Rollorcoastor 4o
nowhoro", Yot, tho Loft discussion group closo to IS in Chicago rogarded tho re-
volt of Humboldt Park tho semo way Timc might havo, as just "wdorclass™ -- whicn
fhWB how much of our concrete activity flows out of our Perspectives, and how
Jdiractly related Organization 1s to this discussion,

. Lou Twrner. los Angelos sav
the Wholw_) idea of tho Black Thought pampblot flowing from the Porspoctlves and
\.+3%ussod throe pooplo ho had centaect with who roveal a groat doal about what

Yacts" moan and what thoy don'ts ono was a -social werlor from Sewoto who bad

worked in a Clovcland ghotto horo. Sho had e lot of ihformation about South ALfTH
st couldn't sco tho conmoeticn botwecn Africa and thc Amordcan quostionj sho
artually thought that workors and poople ~n wolfare horo havo it "geod”; the
sueond was an fimordcan Black intclloctual who had been in Sewoto 11 months, er+
riving in Aug, 76 just whon Kissingor was thoro, but wntil X spoko with him, ho
¢Wn't soo any connoctions with Amorics, cithor. Nobody sooms to bo trying to
‘2o those eonncetions oxeopt oursolvess tho third is 2 Hack workor who talked
with us about tho conditions in his plant whore thoy aro worked so much ovoridnmo
i ondy goos to work four days & wock, and ho said all tho absontooism romindcd
Lim of a play that camo out in tho '60s callcd "Day of Abscnco”, which was bascd
o Iho word IF -- if all tho Hlacks in a Southorn %own didn't show up for worly
ek would happen? The ideca "what if" bocamo important as a ‘catogory. It's the
"What if" that rolates to rouvrganization of thought itsolf that wo want to con-
crotize in the Hlack Thought pamphlet. , t to
. ' Svzrme, Dotroit, wantod to sposk about
Soxism, Polities and Rovoltlw*ion 4n Mac's Znina undor Porspoctivos bocauss sho
-folt it was important mot to loavc it jist for tho WL sossion, bocause it dsn't Just
ftr womens A1l ovoryono has talked ebout in this sossion has boen tho grostnoss of
Lsryist-Humarism, tut we havo to considor what that moans when thore 1s so much o
do and wo arc a small group. Wo hovo bomun to cxplain what soxism moans -- that
it isn't just rolations at home or who docs the dishos, but what it means to us as
2a organization, Tt isn't just that Rayn as the founder of our philosophy doosn'+. .
E.?t in Newsweek like lovy or Glucksman, tut that tho whole dovolopment of all cw:
itoas has beon ignored, The quostions wo havo raisod aro tho vory ddoas that arc-
Loing put forward by tho womon in Portugal and ovory singlo cowmtry in rovolutioa,
1%¥%o Angola, and Mosambiquo and Sowoto. It's bocause thoy arc womon that thoir
idoas aro boing ignored, What aro wo going to do, concrotoly, in tho locals, to
rolato this now idoa to our activity? If wo tako "Woman as Roascn" sordously,
ovaryono horo, non and women aliko, should bo abtlc to spoak on this quostion.

Dan,. a young aute worlor .
visitor, from Dotroit,who hod teon askod o talk about tho oxplosivo hoat wall

cuts ho had boon involved in, raid ho foli 2977 would bo lookod back on as ono of
tho hottost summors of labor unrost over suun, and doserdbod what hed happoned
aftor tho walkouts, whcn 3 workors woro fircd and 400 given disciplinary lsyoffs.
Tho workors had called two rallics to which 500 to 700 workors had comc =- but
lator it had boon hard to pot pooplo topothor for tho continuing fight. Dan spolt
especially about the role of tho Loft during this timo whon avery group imaginablo
bogan handing out loaflots tclling tho workors what to do,Tho Octobor Loaguo had
boon ospocially oriticized by tho workors, so that when thoy called a rally, tho
union sont all thoir union rope to fight them, but only 3 roal workors show%d,?)gq
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Immed tately following the Lunch Break the Plenum reassembled to hear

two presentations en THE BLACK THOUGHT PAMPHLAT, with Ray, New York, in the chair,
et JHOVLR L PAMPHIAT ‘

dohn fdan: Although “Black Amordesn ’ihaught" appodra as tho third oloment in the

Proposed titlo of our pamphiot Frantz Fanon, Soweto, and American Flack Thonght
it must be the first ard all-pervasive eiomant in the completed pamphiot, %-
causo of tho d Hack liboration in thn U.S.
has to the v tho U.5.; amd tocauso wo
our awn rovolutionary dovolopmont in thougtt
and aetion t quality of our intornationslism is to emarges.
Yot this olomont i4s the writo boecauso wo arc not dealing with thouglt
that comos from intollcetuals, but with a procoss of thoupht that comos from tho
tctivitios of Hlaeck pooplo claiming their right to frocdom, and how in tumm that
thoupht influcrces practico itsolf, ‘
The dialectical rolationship botwoen Black

an history has nover been wderstood by bour-
gools writors, Dr, Maptin Luthor King; Jr, roalized hic was catapulted into
lozdorship by tho Montgomvory Bug Boycott, but was dodicated to tho abtstract Juon
of human rdghts; Yot ho was far 4n advance of prosant-day Hiack middlo-class lc- op-
<hip boeause ho und

thoro is no national

¢ itsolf ir {ko Hlack massos, Tho Black urhan
¥outh aro tho oncs most owerc of this scparation, It was not mtil two wooks
aftor tho N.Y. Blackout that Vern ]
Cartor fdministrations and Bon Ho
fonse of Cartor, A _ e "
: Co Tho Rackcit and tho activitios of Black and Yatino youth thsi
- followed was proof - nuch alivo and #1iuminatod tho real insosy
Wy { youth, most of them Black? Why aro thero
throo gencrations of Pooplo on welfare? HNo answors éan bo oxpeceted from todai s
Rlack"lcadorship, " A1l aroc hopolossly committod to tho "théory" that roesolving
tho problems of Elacks rogidos within tho prosent systom. Thoy do not spoaic to
tho people living in tho ghottcos of Harl:m or damalea, btut to and for tho Whito
Fouse. In tho '603 tho Black Powor cor.cpt grew out of tho eivil rights stiugglos,
ond was a thoorotical loap that tho intulloctusls did not grasp or davolep. Justh
tho opposito. Millions of words woro written about Hlack Power by intolloctunls
it all roverted back to somo form ne soparato commodity production wndcr the
control of a Black glito within the body of whito eapitalist ‘ceenomy.  This we:
‘0 ultimato solution in tho thoughts of Nathan Haro, Stokoly Carmichacl, Jamc:
Farmor as woll as tho more congorvative intolloctuals. *Neno rceognized that 4, .
majority of Hlacks who can £ind work within this systam sco it only as long hours.
bad working eonditions, monial labor, lowor pay, last hired y Tirst fircd, back-
tecaking labor undor tho constant prossurc of both management and wnion officiai:
L2 'spocd=up, stay on tho Job mtil you're desd, and koop your mouth shu'l:.!.t

. t no

timo In tho schem
addross why, if ins . capitali, .,
soparation could bo considdred possiblo - Tho gsourco of those failupes
€008 not lio in the tdography of a singly pergonality but of tho Hlack Amorican
niddlo-class and 4ts rolationship to the .opitaldigt systenm, :

FRANTZ FANON: In Wrohohe' of tho Z.rth, Fanen bogan to analyzo tho greul o
chasm botwoon tho African Loades and the Afriean masscr in Lo midst of tho
Afriean Rovolutien,  Yob only & Tow, oven t~ay, scom to undorstand that the
victory of ncomcoloniclism which wuo the rasult, is the genegls for all the sgt-
backs tho Africsn mations are facing teday, vhothor 4t iw tho failuro of any
rcal Pan-Africanicm to dovolop or tho failure to tako dotormined action against
South Africa, or tho continuation of African undordoveolopmant, as part of the
world markot, Russia and China aro among tho poworful forces within tho world
markot and cxact thoir "duos" from africa wherovor thoy oan ponotrato,
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Fanon's book was not a treatise on violence, but a re-creation of the
dialactics of liboratien for the colonial world as it omerzud out of the colonial
rcvolutions, demanding dostruction of tho old and tho building of a totally now
sorioty == and not the ro-Burcpoanization of tho formor colenics via noo~colonial-~
ism, This was tho ossonco of Fanon's rovolutionary position and prociscly bo-
causo of this position ho has boon practically ignorod by tho African olito.

If tho African masscs have consantod to road Fanon, thoy havo movod a large stop
in front of thoir "loadors”,. ‘ . }

Fancn was a groat rcvolutionary, a groat thcorist,
and o gront humanist, but ho was not a Marxist, Bocause of that ho did not givo
us a comploto picturs of whEx tho African lcadors who oppescd colonialism could
in a fow short yoars sottlo for tho half-uny houso of noo=coloniallism, This can
only bo undorstocd in tho contaxt of world capitalism whore tho two polos of capl-
ts1, tho stato capitalism of Russia and China on tho ono hard, and tho so~called
privato domoeratic oapitalism of tho Wost, ongagod in tho singular task of sub—
vorting tho African Rovolutions.

‘ Tho wholc question of nov—tolonialism is inscperablo
from tho forcign policy of Cartor's Administration, which, in Cartor's owm words,
is o continration of tho Ford=Eissingor policy in the Southorn part of Africa.

The keystono is to dclay any rovolution in Zimbabwo, a policy urgod cn Washingieon

Li-tho sutbrock of Scwots lost yoar. s With tho cleetdem of Cartor and iho appolni-
mant of Androw Young as US Ambassador to tho UN. the poliey bogan to involvo the
Argriean Black middlo-elass in tho "resolution” of tho African problom.

’ ’ ‘ " X haven't
boen to Soweto, Wut I ¢an ses something new taking place thero —- new in organiza-
tion and naw In Idcas. The "tochniquos" are African in naturo, involving consul-
trtion or talicing things over with difforont groups, gotting congomsus, and thon
taleing acgion. Wo can loarn & lot frem that. It was ablo to bring togothor
a1l scetlons of tho South African -Black pooplo who had not proviously ongeged in
such strugglos; 1t pullod off a Goncrel Strike In Johamnesturg, no casy foat. 7

tack now 13 to got an outlino for tho pamphlod, which is what I'vo triod to dovolopre
hore. I think tho first soctlon should deal with Sowoto and Now York to find what's
now about thom; then Fanon and his rolationship to tho prosentr and finally tho
vholo ‘quostion of Amordcan Hack Thought ~- wnich romaine tho herdost part to do.

Iou Turnors This pamphlot rust be not only about Elock Thopght, but a challongo
i0 roorpanizo it, If Franz Fanon spoaks to us today, it 1s bocause, ho folt tho
nooossity for that undor tho impact of the Africen Rovoluticn and bogan that ar-
duous task. T : i ) -
.The cxporicncos wo havo livod through in the '603 end tho rosulting
impasso in tho Amorican Black Movement of tho '70s, on tho ono hand — and tho
new forms of rovolt and thought coming from tho African Rovolutions of tho v70s
in tho Portugucsc colonics and in South Afrlea, on tho othor hand, givo an ur-—
goncy to tho task for today. What marks tho movomont horo today is tho undor-
curvont of rovolt that runs over dcoper tut is not roprosonted by any Elack loadars
today, though wo have moro Black roproscntatives in govornmont, industry, cduca-
tion and so forth, than cvor boferes We have novor had moro gains rollod. tack
right in our faccs, m novor has so mu:: of tho capitalist aconomic. crisls boon
1pid on our shouldorse Wo arc burdened by thoso Hlack lcadors.
: . The actuallty of
the situation is bounded on one side by unemployment rates that surpass 80% for
Rlack teen=agers in some arcas and on tho other side by revolt, from new organiza=-
tionnl drives of toxtilo workors in tho South to tho Blackout ovonts in Now- Tork.
Tt was only aftor that Hlackout that Jordan spoko out against Cartor. But 1t is
not only that tho "talontod tonth" loadorship has bocomo apokespeoplo for this
socloty. What of othors who claimod to bto revelutionarios, liko Baraka, or Car-
michacl, or tho Hlack Panthors now in alliando with tho Domocratic party? :
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it is tho dopth of rovelt which unites Hlack Amordca with Sowate moro’ .
than it 13 unitod with Black loadorship in Amorica. Soweto has been marked by
the fact that whother the leadership is killed or exiled or Joiled, more leaders
emarge from belew, An Amspican Black inteilectual who Just spent 11 months .there
told me of how the youth have lesimed to taunt the "hippus” (tho name of the
B-sided, armed polico transports used to strike fear in Soweto residents). To
divert the "hippes” from actual noeetings, students would gather ot o differont
place nearby to throw rocks at hippos that came to break up tho mooting, then
d:.sz];gaur ard rogroup somewhore else, while the actunl meoting continued undis-
rup . - :

Just as tho Josso Jacksons and Vornon Jordans are compcllod to spoak out
aftor somothing liks the Hlackout, so thc Hlack radieals hold conforances and
workchops frem timo o timo to appoar sorious about discussing Hlack strugglcs.
Lut thore s naver any procodure for a dinloguo at those conforerices, end the
sorkshops only break everything up inte Zuoiotcd catogorles. AL of the rotre-
grosslons, whothor of "cstaublishmont" icudors cr radical intolloctuals roveonl
that the rolaticnship of tho Black massos to tho leadorship has boon transformed.
Wicre tho strongth of a King or a Maleom iay in thoir ability to roprescnt tho
soirit of tho massos that gavo them birch, today thoro 17 total capitulstion.
lue dJacksons, Youngs, Carmichacls, Karcngas, Barakas, Nowteds, arc all in disarrcy,
as poiitical ard oeenomic crizoes faco tho movomont. ' p :
T ; In 196) the African National
C-ngress was foreod wydorgrourd, giving birth to tho Umkentio Wo Sizwe, tho arme)
wing of 'tho Congross, at tho semo timc that tho nationalist Pan African Congross
was foreod undorground, bringing about tho croation of its armod soetion, POQO,
Golng undorgrowd wag in offoct geing out of sight, Put with 10,000 students.
zmarehing -on Juno 16, 1976, in econsultation with organizations liko tho Black
2arents' Association, studont unions lika tho SASO, SASM, migrant workors in the
~ hostols, a now form was feund to wage sirugglo, Its spontanoity is its:form,"

and not as undirceted rago, for it was ablo to dirget Atsolf right to the norvae-
contor of tho S.A. oconemy, Black labor, in a boycott that shut down 808 of Jo-
harncsturg’s producticn, . e .
: Focl this Sowoto and thon iiston to Fanons"I am not moroly
haro~angd-now, soalcd into thingnoss. 2 am fer somowhoro also,for somsthing olso,
Y domard that notico bto taiton.cf my nopeiing activity insofar as I pwrsuc sowno-
tuing othcr than life: insofar as I do bettiv for tho croaticn of a human wsrld '
taat is, of a world of roclprocal rocopndbiohs.,." . Or Hogol:"It 1s solely by
risking lifo that frecdom s obtained; only thus is it tricd and proven.that the
ossontial naturs of solf-conseicusnoss is not baro oxlstonco, is not the. morcly
immediato form in which it makos 1its appoarance, 1s not its moro absorption in .
tho oxpanso of 1ifo." Sowoto 1s tho philosephy of frosdom in lifo, .
\ - : No two- Black
situntions aro moro alike than Amordca and Sowecto, tut we rojoot any direct
parallel that could only ond up with falso conclusions that the samo situations
should be provoked horo, or that baecavse Hlack Amerdcans aren't struggling in
tho samc mamnor as tho Sowotc massos, ihe movoment is doad, What wo wish to
work out, Instoad, is tho roveluticnary dialoctical rolationship botwaon: tho tww,
And that cennot bo worked out without tho roorganization of rovelutionary Amorican

Thal rourganization has begun, At tho Hlack conforoncos wo havo ate

torded on tho Wost Cuast sluduuts wero mglnning to chalienge tho old radical
loadership and now wouid~bo loadosship alikc, And Black workors have shown
tho change in relatiovnship bolwoon loudors and mossos. (mo Elack Uniroyal workor
put it this way:"Most managumont, &s weil as most of tho uppor union loadorship
is whito. Thoro aro a fow Blacks but thoy do tho whitos' bidding. Wo. havo a
Black foreman, and this man 1s oxpctted to firo moro mon than anyone. Ho is thoro
ta digeipline Hlacks, Is that proprussive? I am nef™ior joining +ho systom, and
all tho argumonts prosontud for gotting Hlacks into managoment arc basod on that,”
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It is in Fanen that tho two liboration movamonts of & oto and Amoriea
mogt, both locking for what is ncoded to insuro that we not{ordrthrow the oid -
tut den't ond up with what the reast of “indopordent” Afrdea has bocomor Fanon's
eritique is only tho nogativo sidc .of tho quostion, tho first nogation. It is
Marx*s Humanism/ior which Fanon had an effinity but, dying so young, was umable o
follow to its mothedological conclusions - ,that philosophy rocroated for our tino
by Raya, which dovolopos the positive sido of tho dialectic of liberaticn, the
seozond nogation. We havo to damonstratc that our rovelutiorary philosophy pro-
vidos tho mothedology whoreby tho political battles ahond.of us can bocome the
pathway towards now rovolutionary Black thought. E

* ¥ R

‘ Wnen the DISCUSSION was oponed, the floor was turned over first to cur
two visiturs fiom Aveica. Thelr conteitutions are being transeribed in foll to
a turned over to the co-authers of the Himek Thought pawphlots and will be sum-
mzrized only briefly heras '
Qur visitor from South Afrieca btozan by saying that while
spiialism 4s in & crisle, the revolutionary movement is also in a crisis, and isthe
». r32n nec-coleniclism han wen tho battle in Afrdce 20 far. Fortunatsly for tha
nrople of Africa, the Afrdiean ovaits heve always been called a movement. Whatl
wis taking place wes a strugzle for indopendence, which embraced elements from
tho extremo right to the oxireme left. As scun a2s independence from colonial hon-
d.ge was won, for many the batilo was over, sxd it was at that stage that neo~cclm-~
i2lism won the day, This is the stage Fanon rightly seys is a lunny we can il
afford because it does not bring with it the creation of & human world. .The true.
ravolution in Africa is stiil tc take place, There 3s only one countyy where
e true revolution has bogun ard that is South Africa. It is procisely becauso ¢f
“.at that we can find paralleis botwoen what is happening among the massos in Aneri~
ca and tho masses in South Afrdeca, in particular in Soweto — bacause in both wve
find the struggle to croate & new human world. It was in the mid-b0s that the if- -
rican pecpls came out with tho idea of a now road which eallsd on the Africsn pecple
%o look to thomsolves for their salvation, and strossed that it was essantial o
‘hzve a thoory for rovolution if the gual was to be. achiovod. . A1l the cpprossed
suetions woro callsed to como togothor, including tho white workers -- unfortunatoly
tie whito worker did not answor that cali. I was giad that Lou Turner said that
whon tho AMC and the PAC woro banncd in 1960 tho 36oas 442 not diss you can kill a
porson or an organization tut you cannot kill an idga. It is tho dynamics of theszo
sicag of froodom that are boing glvon now expression in Sowotc todsys The Africen
ruoplo have rojectod the idea of Bantu cducation ovor sinco 1949..The childron ~ho .
#2530 leading tho protost teday drank that rcjection with thelr mothors' milk, Todey
[ tovolutionary movemont in Africa has roached & now stage in rovolutionary dovolop~
mont, . .
: Our yisitor from Wost Afyieas T fool what is missing whon ono talks of "Afrde
can" is a class contont. Ono nover talks of Chiang Kal-shok and Mdo Tso-tung in
tho samo broath. but that kind of distinetlon 1s ofton missing whon onc talks of
Africa, Lot mo givo you an oxamplo of what I moan by talking about ono country ln
partiocular ~= Figoria, bocuuso ono cut of ovary four . Africans is a Nigorlan,
and what happons thoro is impurtant to ovory othor African. Lot mo start w1th the
organization of African unity. In all tholr dcliborations 3% novor ocourrcd te thom
to yromoto tho froo muvomant of posplo, so that te go through Rabat Nigorians or
Cranaians nood visas ot Amcclcuus and Earcprans do nots  Tho TV coneoption of
revolution is that ovorytimo thuss ds sume ghooting you have ono. No. Gowan wWas
cvorthrown, twt it was ao rovolution, Cno of tho things most rogonted by radical
Afpicans 4g tho movamont of choap labor from surrounding African states to Seuth
Africa, Yot aftor thoro wag tho revolution in Mozambiquo that movemont from Moz
t0 S.A. 8till goos on. Or itake tho Nigorian Pross and how it roports tho evants
in S.A. =~ all you loarn is how many pooplo woro killod, novor what tho movomont
45 about, Thoy don't want any rovolutionary aspoots against rlors brought out.
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Thoro is & class in Afrlca in whose intorest it is to have noc-colonialiem, that
wo should still bo divided inte tribos. Thore 4s an cnormous gap in wapgos --
and you canhot fool the workers about whether you have a new goelety. It is the
intellectuals who get focled, (ne can declars himself & Marxist, but he will be
Judged "y the workers on what he doss not what ha gays. {And nobody hos to be
told he is oppressed, Workers talk breed and butter issues, they talk about in-
flatlen, which in Nigerda is running about 40%, At the vary helght of the
troubles in South Africa, we were treated in Nigeria to & Festival of Arts ard
Cultuire, I have nothing ageinet peoplo getting togather to dance, btut what senze
doos it make to spend miMlions and millions of dollars to lot the West know wo
have a culture, Why didn't we send somo of that ménoy to the Fraedom Fightors
in South Africa? Andrew Young is the hero of some of the intellectusls, becauvse
he is a Black who has "made it", ILook at how Young proposes to solve the South
Afrdcan problem -- he says it can be solved by the businessmen if we can geti tham
to ses the 1light, What I am saying ic forget the business of that African commu-
rity where everybedy looks after overybsdy as an extended femily, There are
classes in Africa., Hoo~colondalism would not last if it wore not in the interest
of some Africans, it could not last if it did not have some collaborators . -
Nigeria and Kenya are the two countrios who don't protond to have socialism, and
Just count how many conferances wo've hud in Nailrcbl, Wo've daveloped what I enll
& Iagos«Nairobi axis, What wo have in Africa now are changos coming fiom helcir,
We won independoneo a long time ago and poople arc Yo longer satisficd. X think
wo are cntoring the poriod whers what will happeh in Africa rext will bo mass and
class.oriented so that the revolution that peoplo have boon talking about will

- actually happon, ) . .

Rayas We have just had a demonstration of the unity of theory and practice. We

exs very proud that wo have Africans here and they have spoken for thmiselves,

and they are not "from below”, but from thecry, I am very happy that they brourht

in the class natute and the need for a real revolution, &« social revelutidn, whush

you carmot have without having ons in South Afrdca,. And I hope they will condens

to be part.of owr pamphlet, f n

. BT, it is incorrect to let yourseives bo tainted with

" the ideas of the bourgeoisic on noo-enlonislism, Why blame it on the poor Afri-
cans? TIndependence alone was not their gcal. Neo-colonielism éame bacause cole-
nialism was strong as hell, and wasw not going to allow Africa roal froedom, .
Whathor it was Ghana or Nigeria they wanied world revolution, find they know f=om
tho beginning thoy had nut got it. Whon ho was fighting for powor Nkrumah weu’ to
load a general striko and be thrown in Jail becausc ho knew -that was when all
would bo for him. Aftor ho got into powsr ho movod away from the masses and was
80 "ovorwholmod by all that had to bo dono he thought ho could play with the im-
porialists. The countor-rovolution is so stromg, and it's right in this cdountry,
) Yot tho senso of world roveluticn i1s so strong that things novor happen
in just ono country, In 1905 we had tho Russian Rovolution; Einstoin discovercd
the relativity thoory; thoro was a Zulu rovolution -~- nobedy pays attontien to
it, but wo draw tho commoctioens,’ : '

o Horo are tho points tho pamphlot mist considor:
Ono, tho movoment from practice -- Montgomery Bus Boycott through the 60s to
tho N.Y¥. Blackout, Why is it important not to play down eulturo? Whan Martin
Luther King brought iIn Bubor wo hailed it bocause ho was bringing out humanicn
&5 tho only diroction thoy could go 43 got froodom.(He didn't want to show 1%,
but it was Hogoel 4net King wwa ioilowtig and studded at Harvard.) At the
XEamo ‘timo wo show this in Soutn Afrlsn «nd Nigoria, Wo can bring in tho Aba
events that Judith Van Allen wroto atuab hore, and selocted evonts, "

Two, Q -

movemont from thoory =- can tako up Frante Fanon, vwho was complotoly and do-
liberatoly misundorstood by tho Black Powor pooplo hore. Tho groatness of tho
prosant movomont has shown that thoir Black rovolution is not for "Blacknoss"cenly
but for wordd rovolution. for social rovolution. Whon I wroto for Presonco
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Sisidaing I asked “Wny not a Now Intornationali® I vwas for Man Africanism if it
wag & form of rewmduticnary sovialism and when I askod wby not a Now Intorneticnal
it wasn’t bocauso I had any i1dusions wo had suy such strength btut becauso I was
omphasizing it must be froo from statism, froe from Amoricen Imporizlism, from
Russzian or Chinosc statc-capitalism -- that it had to bo an indopondont rosd to
truly now human rolations. -
. Tho third part, is markors on tho ways wo are not glving
rrograms. Marsisi-Humanism is ono markor; whatover our African eentributors want
t> call their piccos weuld bo anothior markcr =-- and thon Joavo ton full pagos to
ask rosdors' commcnts and collaboration. Wo want to shew wo are oponing a door

. to work out semothing truly now and collectivo as a part of tho world revolution.

T rmioy Dotroit, said it isn't now to bo writing about Afriea and Amorica -- tho
Eluck nationalists do it all. tho *imo culiling Afeica our mothor commtry. Bul our
pamphlot is. difforent bocausc wo went to x.ow the roal relationship that unitos
atrice and Amordca. - It is casy to soc lhe cconale relationship becsusc U.S. oopi-
tallen dominatas all of Afrieca, tut Roots showed oven the Iirst geomomic relaticn-
stdp, slavery, wag not Just ocsnomice, . The truth is that tho Hlack rovolds in
£vvies and Amorica have inspired cach other for gonerations, and it isn't a quos-
tion of “eauso and offcet", Yot scmothing is missing in the Hlack movement tedey
271 we arc scoing sot-bacles overyuwhore. Chicage scems worst of all, with tho XK

aad Nezds ronning wild ~- but it could all explodo any minutoe. Wo know not to , ox-
post anything from Black bourgoods loaderr, but X wantcd to know what révolutiomary
Bleck intolloctvals woro saying and got a sub to Hlack Scholar, Al T huvo road in
3% is about Hlack culturo and Jitoraturc, about Africa and tho Caribboean,’ about
C:ina and thon not Ghina but Cuba -- but ncver about the Black Amorican ravoliion
today. Tho great thing Africa and Amorieca sharo is in News & Iattors.—— wou can

50 it In tho bound volumo in pooplo writing to us from Nigoria and Ghana and Tan~
zania and South Africe, and in Bluck Amorica sposking for itsolf to thom. Tho -
portance of our now pamphlet. is bocause Iiack liboration,in Africa and America ix.la,
noods a philosopiy of literation, so wo won’t iwind up with nothing gaincd. N. -
spcko on tho polemical movomont that Lou Turnor had montiencd, Wo MarkistrHumai:lsl%
a0 vory much a part of Amorican Hlack thoupht, When wo louk back at our own con-
Iributions wo soo ACOT, tho AA Rovelwtions. Trek Mass Rovolt, Black Brown and .
Py Maryland Freodom Union, Netes on Wih: Vlérking Womon for Froedom, -- thoy F?h('aw
hat though a small ergmzaticn wo havo vasn active in tho Hlack movomont end

kovo somothing conercto to contribulc. Whilo it may bo truo that tho Amorican
~wught will bo the most difficult part ¢f tho pamphlet, we arc not starting friam
garatch) wo have to rocognizo cur own history. Wo havo brought Marxist-Humanism

1> tho movoment; I have bocomo espocinliy awarc of how important that was to MFU
¢ovolopmonts. Groat as Fanon'was wo can corry it futher, One of the things we

te have to confront is the sexism within the Hlack movement.

o Poss, Tos Angeles,sadd

what she folt it important to havo the thoughts of those who did not come prepercd
i spesk,and may not think thoy can presont thoir idoas as woll as othors, and
do not think what thoy foel inwide iz important -= bucauso all new beginnings are
vory diffieult, Eocause tho important geonoralizations cannot bo made without the
listening to theso voicos, sho hopod we would hear from all. the voices in the

‘roonm bofors the Plonur ended,
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Ierry, Chicago took the chair for the DHTERNATIONAT, REPORTS and turmed
the floor cvor to gugano, Jos Angelas: o

: Zurope of tho mid-2970z, gast and West, 13 & Aureope buffeted by erisis,
gconomieally, militarily and politically., But it ig also a Surepo of rovolt -—
Fron Poland*'s workers® oppusition to price inecresses v to Ttaly's youth, women
and workoer rovolts, to Portugals nsw forms of apartidarismo, to tho antli-nuclear
Protests 1in Gormany and France, to England whore the Toft magsivoly brelo up
tho roeont racist ang fascist marchos, Wo, as Murxist-limmnists, visitad this
guropo in Spring, aimod ; not with gonoralitios, ut vory spocifieally with tho
FPLs on Portugal and Burocommunist; armo? with an attitudo that saw tho eontrali-
ty of womeny arrd with a concopt of sol{-erganization; aymcd with Philosophy and
Rovolution bocoming intornationulized. '

' Ws found tho most overwhelming rovoiutisn-
Ary proscnco was women -~ as movomont and as rovolutionaricsg in Milan, in
Portugal , in Spain, To cnich this 2nd sz00 %t as & challongo for tho Ruropoan
ravolutionary Loft to roorganizo itsoll took Marxisi-Humanists armed with a 30 _
Yoar dovolopmont of a body of thought which hed th spociiicity of womon histori-
"eally in its dovolopman®, * That spocilicily has continucd with the now pamphlet-
on Soxism, Politics and Rewolutlon in Muo's China and tho now departuroe of sooing
Soxism as an ovasion of thoorotic rospunsibiiiiy, . g
N i Apartidavismo, we found cone-
erotoly in Portugal, did not moan lack of organizetin:, hut creation of now forms
of organiration --whothor tho mass agaxblies of tho Domostic Workors Union, or.
tho MiM's elinie in defianco of tho gorounmon®, or workors' commissions dospite
governmont roprosedon. And wo ot sorlous intollectuals who wore soarching for
" néw forms to continue tho rovolutionary wrocoss. Not all woro outsidu urganization;
Gne grovp. ~- MES-~ appoarcd to ho discussing forms of org'n from othow than a
tactical vigw. nc.said, "Thoro was no space, placo, to talk about Hogol arnd
Marx in this rich yoar and a half,” ard addcd it WAS now noecessary, We dis-
cussod with 4ll thoso our soarch for now forcos of rovolution; now forms of orz'n;
cur anelysis of the Fortugueso rovolution Ruya hed urltton; our congopt of nnt
soparating org'n firom philosophic praparation for rovolution,
L . : ’ " Wo woro not ablo to .
spotk 45 ono organization 1o another; wo spoko instcad to individuals, end thus
have only tho morost boginnings of a political-philosophic-crganizationnl intor-
vontion, Tho intornationalization of PeR and H&F is our conecrote point of do-
parturo for eontinving to raisc tho Marstist-Humanict bannor; tut the faet thai
tho Patugueso oditions.will bo carriod -out by sorions radical intolloctuals,
and publishod by ‘a movoment publishor, cannot bo udorostimated, | .
S : ' ' - In Ttaly, tho most

magnificont Oppofu.nity is prosanted with tho publication of P&R. As Boss notod
in a rocont lotior, "Autonomis is hardly automomous." It cennot bo no matior
how much it opposos tho CP wnlosg thoy grasp Absolute Ydca as now boginning,

. You cannot start, 1liko Aut Aut, trying to provide an idoclogical ground by
lnoking at totality as a quantitstive thing, Totality in itsclf is no answor,

witout the now hoginning as intogral to that totality,
' : : ‘ ~ Tho two Spanish oditions
of M&F and P&R which ara alroady in our hands, will moan the prosoncc of thoso
idoas in Spain as woli as in Iatin Amorlca, and wo are new working for tho dig-
tritution of MAF 4n Spain. F&R's e alroady assurcd,

. In ENgland tho primery task
was to conerotizo a M-Hist organizational prosonce, which took two forms -- Tirst
tho chaneco to spoak to studont and Hack awlicneos at two campusos, 2s woll as
Boss and Mary mooting tho oditor of tho WL Journal $pare Rib, who had alroady
been influcneed by our idons. Socond wag tho Joint mooting botwoon Marxiste-
Humanists from tho'U.S. and Britain., It wez out of this mooting that tho pro-
posal for a Joint pamphlot around Raya‘s chaptors in M&F on Capital camo abount,
But it has boon tho dovelopmont of whut that pamphlot is to bo in its ontirely
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now form of Tcday's Crisis that takes us back to the U.5., and in fact takes thn

whole question of Internationalization back to ourselves where Marxist-Humanism®:
most comprehensive founding and development has taken place, and whero, of neces-
sity, IF internationalization is going to iruly take place, ws as tho living em-

tediment of this thought will have to have doep organizational developmant.

Tho
politicalization in torms of teday's globel crisis, tke would-be Marxist Mandol's:
analysis of it, and Tony CLAff's dograding of Lenin and Marxist econcmic thought.
could only be develped hore by the founder of Marxist-Humanist thought. The relc-
vance for the U.S. was clear from the recent conference we doscribed oarlier.

As
for womon's liveration, which is magnificent in E.uropa,/ jeﬁso hes its most pro-
found theoretical development here, by Raya. It compols a dovolopment of WL-NEL
organizationelly and politically,

The most concrete step towards the Internation-
alization of P&R and M&F has to begin with what we do with tho Spanish edition
right herc in tho U.S. For the bi-Lingual pamphlet we arc posing I would suggest
tWo points of concentration -- one,our presonce this fall at the campus with the
largost Chicanc studies departmont in California and a vory radical Latin Amori-
can studies dopartment, Second, our concrote relations with Mexdeo, The group
wo have mot with twice in Moxico, which has just boon invelved in tho strike at
tho National University, have just written us, and I would like to proposc a
trip at tho oxd of the yoar to work out both discussion around the new Spanish
P&R f?]‘_dthavjng a contritution on tho new davolopments thore for the bi-lingual
pampnlat, . -
© Qur intornatiocnalization also includes tho now dovelopments from China
with the publication of "The Rovolution is Doad, long Live the Rovelution” ccn-

. taining Raya's analysis of tho Cultural Rovolution; tho publication of P&R in

Japan oxecpected this yoar; and tho continuing Marxist-Humanist dialoguo in Burcpo
this Spring in Gormany, England and Franco, But for us, the most concrute polnt
of daparturo remains our dovolopment of M-Hist thought and activity in tho U.S.
That is tho surost way to oxtord ‘cur hand to rovolutionaries world-wide.

Mary, Dutroit,- supplomonted Eugone's roport by cencentrating vspecially on tho
womon's movoment and its implications for ¥ovolutionarios. . In Italy, tho land

of spontanolty and massivenoss, tho WY movomont facos tcday as énemies not onir
the Christian Domocrats and tho Church but the partics-to-lcad, aspqglally tho
(P, and has to faco its nocd also for sn organization of thought if/is to romein
independont. Tho Ttalian odition of P&R could not bo mere timely for WL. The
univorsalism of Marxist-Humanism has boon rocognized by one group, ISIS, who

havo Just roprinted tho N&L-WL colum on £, Timorosc rovolutionary, Rosa Muki
Bonaparto, in tholr bullotin, . ‘ _
. . In Britain wo hoar that Shoila Rowbotham has gone to
tho (Pt whilo IS, which is whoro Rowbotham was whon sho forgot to ineludo Rosn
ILuxembturg in hor Womon, Rosistanco and Rovolution, has in 1577 suddonly romemborod
thoy forgot women as & wholo for tho past quartor-contury. Yot amidst this dis-
array wo £ind women lilko tho oditor of Sparo Rib who saw in P&R a way for hor

own roorganization bofore wo mot hor in person, ‘Tho British-U.S. intornationali-
zation of P&R is the.now joint pamphlot which can bocomo a way to bring M-Hist
currents thoro togothor,: '
Tt was in a land of rovolution, Fortugal, whoro thezw

who bost undorstoed organization practiced apartidarismo and whorc tho womon iore
trying to answor t How to comploto tho rovolution? In tho faco of a growing
countor-rovolution tho MIM ducided what was nocdod was to bogin an indopardont
nowspaperf it was thoy who folt an immediatc affinity to M-Humanism, offored us

a platform to spoak to thom, and wantcd to bo publishors of M&F and Pé&R. Wo havo
boon witnessing all day frem tho Porspootivos prosontation to now what 1t moans
to practino intormatienalism at homo, Wo como from tho land tha} is not only tho
mightiost imporiaiist country, but tho land that has give?thc wholo world a rovo-
lution in thought, ‘That is what is noodod to bo roady for tho nocdod .\moriecan
ruvolution that will finally wnloash tho wordd revolution. 5’?71
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S0ss, Los_fingoles, wordeorod where to bogin hor suppiomchiary report, whon you
rocognize how torribly important for tho worid this smell group horc is, bocou.s
this is whoro tho rostatomont of Marxism for our time has boon articulated, Wo
3:4150 for granted a lot of radicals know about us, but Raya warnecd us before wo
loft on owr teip that we would havo to begin with tho Great Divido that Lenin's
roorganization of his own thought moaul. FE-w truo it was. Evorybedy calls

him or horsolf a Loninist thore, Sc what o worc confronted with was bow to
prosent what Lonin did whon ho was confronted with a erisis in his own thought.
When he wont back to find what is AMarxism ho discoverd ho wasn't really a
Marxist, But tho Loft in Auropa doosn't wndorstand that. Whon they want to eo
back to Lonin, likc MES wants to, thoy go %o tho Lonin of 'What's To Bo Dono?”
As if Ionin didn’t broak with that kind of thought, ILonin wasn't Jjust "updating”
somothing,

In tho chaptors from MAF wo are geing to ropublish; you can sco that
it is what pooplic woro deing in 211 pits ef tho world thet gave tho form to
Merx's Capital, vhothor it was the siuves taat docidod thoy wanted to bo wago
slaves insteoad or chattol, or tho Paris Conuunc that oxposed tho fotishism of
commeditios. What mikos & great thinker is to tako theso acticns for human froo-
dom and make the gonoralizcticn, leron had tw got *nat mothed boforo he cowld
say nover agein with the Socond Intorustional and show wny it wes novor sgain,
What we did arowd N&L.in this country wes to practico Marx's methodology whon
wo recachod staio-capitalist thoory and a minor said ho wanted a difforont kind -
of labor, and Marsisn and Froedom wos piven & now form. _

o ' : - * Tn Portugal, and Itely
and sngland what-we kopt tiying o show was that unless you wnderstand Lonin's:
broak, you canft understand tho roeroalion of Marxism in 1977. . Wa osane
arme) with that kind of theught, It is no aceident that the women wio wantzd to
work with Feminisw had t6 lonve their organizations ~- in Portugal, in Englard,
and. in'a sense in Italy.  But it wns only first nogation so Zar. It is very
halpful to kave personal contact, amd 7 hope it can continue despite our. limiin

rosources, so it can go to secord negation,

In the DISCUSSION, John, Datroit,noted the sirong omphecis on organization this
yeaxr, where we went with something to projoet , not only 4o report what is but
discuss how to change it. He rofericd %o *ho.porlods of tho 1937 Spanish Revo-
lution and the 1945 Post WWLI to show now wordd crises son foree you to counband .
with philosophy whothor you want to.op .cgjth In 1937, while organizing fullitiro

for tho P in-Now ingland, the & wif'Moving loft and the CP rdght, and at wss
nocessary to break with ail of thom and raise a now bamer, at that timo tho 4th
Intornatilonal 'in ordor to talk intolligontly to workers., In 1945 retwming frow
war, tho SWP-was in total disarray and tho party-line was frozon on Russia as a
workors® stato, forcing mo to. anulyzo its rolo and come to a stato-capitalist
position, which I put forward, lator I found somoona olso had done similar work
in the WP, wont looking for FF -~ and tho rost is history. Tho rolevwance to Lo-
day's discussion is-that it is impossiblo to view us as laying down a lino “for
them", instcad of seeling that othors aro soarching for thomsolves -~ bocauso
no othors havo unfurlced a bammer that could itzolf bo & form of activity.

: s ' ‘ : Diang, los Angelos, sald
sho was compolled to sposk bocauso Boss was right that it ls just potty-bourgecis

Sge W Kook oilont booouos jmu oave airsidd wew wdll wod sound ae malighed as athensy
and she felt an all-aohecmpassiuz nood for tho Black Thought pamphlet. Sho doscri~ |
bod three Hlack wenwa who had wpusbienstud in tholr discussions in L.A., and tho
ono who 1s iIn so muy acluvibics dad going in so mnny difsctlons at once that 1t
is destroying Lor~- sho huped t5 be ablou to talle with hor und got hor to dircot
hor cnergios to Marxist~Humanist work. . '

! ' Urazula, Chiecago, told of first-hand nows
she had from frionds about tho food riots in Po ‘aftor tho amnouncoment of
100 to 2008 prico incroasos. Store windows woro smaghed and communications out
off and tho govoynmont at onvo triod to blamo 1t on “hooligans”, Tho nosd to
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hido the truo ovonts from the rest of the populatiocn wes so great that in
Warsaw thoy organizod a rally for the governmont., Vorkors weroe horded from the
factorios to the stadium, where the poople wore teld i’ was instigated by Jows,.
The soction whoro tho CP was soatod clapped vigorously and that shot was 1Ved
211 ovor Poland and made %o look as if all tho workors wero applavding as thoy
thon showed a distant full view of tho workers filling tho stadium. But no
matter how they tricd, tho tricks didn't work., The movornment had to take the
prico increases back, . -7 :
- : Olga, Detroit spoke about the decade since 1967, since thi
year representod a kind of watershed that 1azid the ground for the highpoint of
68 baing followed by tho counter-revolution of 63 instead of’a new soclety -- in
two ways, the Hlack Rovoit and the Middle-East. The retrogression to the point.
that neo-fascists aro openly apoearing averywhoro, not ovon disgulsaed as "popu-
lism”, is tho moro horrifying not so wach lacnuge of tho degorration of capi-
talism(thathes to te oxpused as the rvot cadso) but 'tho rosponsibility of the
Loft,fnot juct for what 3t didnt do in 68, but what 3t'did do in 67, 67 was fhe
Detroit rovelt, a now highpoint for ciass and racei it was alse tho 6-day war in
the Middlo-Euzi. In Dotroit tho Loft was nowhore arourd though it tried to clainm
cradit, and misscd tho point ontirely, trying to make it against whiloy only,
and missing. tho_truc intormatioralism of pruletarienism, In the Middle-fast, il
anointod tho Arab world as Socialism and tho dofense of Israpl as Zionism, and
1aid tho roots for tho now Stage of anti-samitism wo.soo teday., Tho greatost
suabjoctive fact during tho samo 10 yoars is the puiiication of P&R ;- and it is
no accidont tha* although it was in 67 that Raya first propesed a new Black pem~
phlet, it was not until aftor PE&R that it bocame possitle for us to work out ore
that is not cnly Black Voicos, but also Black Thought. ’

““cnig of owr visitors fron

.F}_'.:a,{\.E_Q_: whose comments wara translated for us by Maldolm, spoke to us’ shout

the Women's Iiberation movenent in Francei The WIM in frdnce began with the
strugglo for the right for abortien, when 1t had the groatest. fumber of folloy-
ors. The law was passed in 1974 btut it was enly for'a 5 year perded; and we fe
not know what will happen when this perdod is up., Women cinsider practical werk
more impartant than theory. Small groups may iry some theory: but the mass werk
is around abortion, contraceptiun. liberatiun of sexuality, Thore has been work
with prostitutes in which I paria~hated last year. I boliove the wowen's meve-
mont w31l como back with more furco whon tho abortlon luw is ro~examined by the
government bocauso it is not vory good, and while tho womon want to imgpove it
tho govornmont would Iike to réduce it (Mario alse.said sho would be happy s
try o translate Working Women oy Froodom for Fronch roaders,) .« .
. . o ' " Thorose, another
visitar from Frango, wanted tn spoak about tho things that had ‘changed tho most
- In tho past fow yoars, The oxtremo Loft has bocamo -vory woll kmown. Fiftoen
yoars ago ono wsuld not daro to say ono was. a Trotakylst, It was difficult

to distribute loafiots at a factory bocause of physical confrentation with thoe
Communists. Since 1968 tho ideue are-wuch bottor known by workers whether thoy
egrge with thom or not. Right now there are thros Trotskyist groups of about
1000 membors each and two Maoist groups of lasser numbors. There are four
daily papers of the extreme Laft, What wo discuss the most right now are the
elections, and how battles with tho pulice weuld affoct them, What I am asking
myself right now is , if the Ieft camo into pewer how they would be used to
dizai=ldns the wenkaws ta yrednen moro. Some workors are talking about one day
of strike por wook, and tho rest of tho woew tekc LU edsy. What I would 1ike io
ask you is why you arc so indignant about ton How Pailosophy in France --it
was publicized by the newspapers but only discussed among cortain circles of
intellectuals, I do not foel it 1s taken seriously in France. . .
_ Boby Dotroit, said
it had been exoiting to hear the Diternational reports because they were not just
reports from afar, but conerotizoed tha Perspectivesr aspucielly se the one from
Wost Africa which rovesled some of the empty categories that disgulse the nesd
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Lfor revolution, }I was reminded that at tho huipht of the Cultural Rovolution tho
banner of the Pards Commumne was mentionod tut it was an ompty catogory which was
_exposed by Whither China when tho demand for a roal Paris Cemmune was raised.

fet Maoism struck a world-wide chord in thosoe who wanted rovolutien tut didn't RO
‘-vayand_th't.a‘choic_:g; that seemed to be nifered them. This yoar we find thero was

& continuity of 'tho Ked (iards whe did tako tha P,.C, soriously, with the reprinting
of Raya and tho theeratical continuatim of ShorgWu-liun,

' : Jang, Chicaps,anid Chicago
vas probably tho most racist city in the U.S, and that is ono of tho roasons she
vas S0 eXcltad to see tho Kant students with tholr wondorful F-shirts "Romember the
Spirit of Kent and Jackson State” which axprasses true rovolutionsry continuity,
not cnly with 1970 but all tho way back to 1851, when 3ojourner Truth gave a won-
derful speoch in Akron, Chie that brought togethor women's rights and tho undor-
ground railroad. In fact, it is not oven just youth and women ard Hlack, but has
a proletarian dimension too, for it was Lordstown, Chio whoro G ran to got away
from workers® ravolts ard fourd thoy couldn't. Tho women on striko in xlwood saw
the cennections vhon thoy said they wanted to do what the youth at Kont Stato wero
deing, Ard it's all thoso connoctions that wo have to mako cxplicit in the now
‘ pamphlot, What makes it urgent 1s the sorts of things you seo in Chicago, whore

you can dial five difforont numbors to get the Nazi mossage far tho day, whore
Black homos are bombed, Elacks waiting for busos aro attacked, and huge racist
mobs aro mooting with politicians who ingist tho oppesition to busing is not racist,
Lt - is revelutionary Elack thought that is noedod to guarantee the ideas of tho
Black massos will bo put forward and find reality, '

- Toru, Now York, spoke about tho
reputatlien Asian-Amoricans have for boing silont, and tho roasons -= whethor
. a'deliborato storeotyping to isolato us, or our languaga, or small numbers. But I
know many who are not Asian-Americans and are quiet; and I lmow that sometimes T
am not quiet. At the WL meeting or Friday I began to roalize that talking ~- for
the poor,. for mihorities, for women == is an sctive and wondorful fight, dvery day
wo are treated.as though wo don't havo much to say, so when wo finally do talk it
oxprossos feelings that flew from tho wrotchednoss of this soclety. I suddenly un-
derstood why N&b talks sbout the four forces of rewlution. I know that. the mors I
fight against a secioty that %ells mo I am not wert'Vof freedom, the more I know
it isn't true. It was my mother's passion to bo able to expross herself., Today, ns
a fightor; you camnot koep her quiot, Tho raclsm against Aslan-Amerdeans can b
soan in tho way this country's Chinatewns and Japantowns aro boing takun ovor. by
the Japanese Ard Taiwan multi-naticnals while communitics are ovictod wholosale,
N&L pays attontlon to overybody, ard Teru said she hoped it would now look at the
Aslan-Americans, , .. ., . : o :
L Ardy, Dotrodt said that his work with Donby on Indignant Hoart
hed .shown: that tho most,important works wo have on Black revolt aro Marxism and
Fraedem and Philoséphy and Revolution, which had so much te do with tho self-do=
velopmont of Donby that covers three ontiro docades. Wo more than any others ap-
prociate the dntornmationalism that Fenon reprosents —- but you cannot find intor-
nationalism oxprosscd anywhore on earth that can match P&R. And we are not the
only ones sware thet time is running out. 'Those” in power know it very well, The
very appearance of the Nov Philusopny in France is no accident, What the capital-
ists are frightehed to death of is the power . t againgt thom. They are
toritiod thet the Tett o going to win. o P o ous publiolty in
this country becabse they want it presentad rs an altsmative, and we will all bo
hearing much more about 1t in the days chead. )

. ‘ _Ifr.'lir, log Angeles, said Raya's Per-
spactives had touched evary spot on earth, where everybody is oither in revelt
or scared to duath of thoss in rovolt igainat them, Time sure 1s running out
for the rascals, but it's Just rumning in fer us. I just spent a waek on & farm,I
used to be a firmer and I looked &t a 1attle old 50 medel Ford tyactor that

they wanted $1200 for -- amd it was the same model that we had bought new in 52
for that ‘same $1200, Can you imagine; with corn selling $1.50 a bushel, then and
the same price today, how & farmer can stay In business? He is in the same posi-
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tion as a non~unien warkar, We'ro all in the same stteation, If we vant to sur-
vive wa'ra going to have to changa evorything around, And some peopie think we
should support Aussia against tho U.5. I don't sco any differenco betwean Russis-
and GM -~ thoy'ro both management so far as I can soc.

Rayn gavo a SUMHATION for tho ontiro day's Prococdings:

I will talk about Philosophy, but so concroto nobedy will misunderstand
it, and I want to bogin with Marx. JA1% Meraists arc Proud that Marx broke with
pPhilosophy and said philosophors have intorproted the world ht now was the time
to change it, They said they were going to chango it, and that was Masxism, But
it wasn't, . Becauso he aise sald that it was impossible to fight 1t without
realizing Philosophy, What was groat about Mawxlsm was that it wag total and
demandod that tho idon of froadem be made roeiity, That was his first fight -
to maksg philosophy roal, :

In 1852 whon he wroto the 18th Brumairy of Louis Bonaparto
the intelloetuals got mad at him all over arain.. Thoy wore insulfed and insistod
thoy had nothing to do with tho disgusting bourgooisio, Marx toid thom to con-
sider tho solf-dovolopmont of thoir theought, bocausg thoy could not go further

in their philesonhy then tho petly Loucgepis thoy so disdained, Tho rolation of
thcught to roality is so doop yuu cannot change thought without thanging reality.

. : Kautsky could give bottor spoochus on the class strug-
gle than anyono hore, but whon it camo te changing reality totelly, sithout
gialeetics it moant nothing, oxcopt botrayal, When thoy failed to roact to the
Tirst form of roformism -+ Bornstoin’s cali to "ramove tha dialoot scaffolding"~-
Lonin was with them. But whon ho saw thoir collspse simultanceusly with the
collapse of capitalism, Lonin said maybo ho'd bottor go ro~oxaming what Hogol
- was talldng about, what was “sclf-dotormination of tho idoa"? Aftor ho dAd, he“said
ho would novor agein bo with tho Second Intornational-~ which avory Trotskylst
and Stalinist and Maoigt repeats, without ropoating what ho said adout HOA it
would not bo with tho Soeend International, by roturning te philosophy as tho
theorotic proparation for rovelutien, Theorc is no other way -= othorwise you
havo activity and moro activity and moro actlvity, and wind up with the Now
Philosephy 4n France op with tho Weathormen ef tho D3, : '
. : ' : You ge through a vory
~traumatic experionce whon you are a nobody and yeu daro -to say that a groat rovo-
lutionary like Trotsky is wrong and you are right, that Ruseda is a monstrosity
amd you're not dofonding it. Ho used"dialoctics"all tho tima ut d4dn't go
through & dialoctical transformation of his thought == ho just said ho was geing
to continuc with 1917, You don't undorstand mothedology whatseover if you only
g0 by rosults of what has happened, no matter how groat you are, _ s

) In 1947 4n Franco a Camerounian came to tho In-
tornationsl cenforence. e patd- that aftor tho war they wanted to know why thoy -
should ramain under Fronch domination, amd thoy callod a 3ittlo mooting, kut Koy
‘didn't know what hungor thore was for froodom =~ tho whele population came out_-,
He said they didn't have anough membership cards, thoy didn't know what to tell
the people =- and do you know what the CGT and the Trotskylsts told hin? Thoy
5aid he had to go back and first build & trade wndon! I had boen thers to talk
on state-capitalism, tut I was so oxuitod that what I wrote back to the U.S. vas
that a new stage of rovolution had begun in Africa. And not only a new stago,
but they were higher than wo woro) tho populaticn to a man, woman and :;ldild; .

whia
happoned thon, What does it mean to say wo don't havoe to pay any atiention *o
Sartre and Existontialism? Ho discricnted a whole gonration of rovelutionarios.,
who did want somothing new, and did want philoscphy, Yot mo oxplain what
the titlo of the Perspoctivos -- 1T°S IATER, ALWAYS IATER =~ moans philosophical-
1y, Hogol says Kssonco also must apponr, Appoaranco and Essonso somotimes como
tégothor, But whon it doos, will you rocognize 1t? If you aron't propared, it
is too lato catch it; and You will keop boing in alicnation.
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Tako Sox!sm, Polaties and Rovolution, It nover failed that T was always dofonding
S0mo woman in tho old organizations, When tho war ondod, and tho mon camc back
to tho Trotskyist partios » thay ok hasl +hp Jebs that womun had boon deing during
tho wary just like tho bourgools rolatiens, Only now thoy had tho womon to blamo
for not growing, I dofondcd onc of tho womun I was alvays fighting with political-
L¥s asking how thoy darcd to blamo her instoad of blaming thc line they had sct.
What happened to what Mamx had said when he was first founding his new continent
of thought? That the man/woman relationship is the most fundamental of all?
fird he certainly was active in every singls woman’s movement of hie day. Newvor-
theless, the minute a revoluticn happened, suddenly it became humanity, not woman,
Horo is a man as’ groat as Marx, as non-sexist in the thoorias and philesophy of
revolution as anyone could be, and he himsolf sont a woman to France just bofore
tho Paris Commune erupted to goe what sha could find out and do there, as the
representative of tho First International, Yot why did ho say the greatest thing
wn working existence without shewing it was woman who wero tho
. and actually bogan the comrmunal form? '
o It tock this generation to discover
it was the wemen -~ I hope averybody hoc rend Woman Incardiaries. Why? Because
when you, yourself, do not appear on the seene, even scmecne as great as Hegel or
Marx eammot sen 3%, 115 are the genwration ihat saw women as Reason as important,
: Poul

lchair The' Se:séiqn on Sunday; :Sopts 4, bogan with Deborah, Bay Area in the

Tho' NATIONAL ORGANIZER'S_REPORT by presented by Olga =~ and has besn trans-
eribod and repreduced as Pos t-Pilenum builstin number two, ‘sub-titleds Politieali-

zation, Battle of Ideas and Organizational Growth. It will not, therefors, be
summarieed heres, = . ' .

' Andy gave his sub-report on the Pepur, WS & LETTRRS, immodiately aftor,
Pointing to tho situation in tho minos, whorc the union and tho Industry alike
are facing a erisis as 2 reosult of tho 80,000 minors who wore out on striko to
Protest taking away the hospital benefits they had won through hard tattle way
back in 1947, .What is ahgad may be quite different than anything that has been
seen before, and it will be reflected in the pages in N&L, just as all important
developments in labor have. bsan recorded in the pages in the past, Andy helid
up the-new bound volume of the last ten yoars of N&L, which is the history of the
uzst, dmportant developments that have taken place in the world and an analysis you
will not find anywhors else, Our writton regery of this decade will stand up a-
gainst any in tho world., It is doubly truo-? the 2nd bound velume, and #riply so
with our first which oncompasses, thon, all important develcpmonts from 1955 to today,
Andy said he had tocomo dramatica:ly aware of this as he has boan working with
Charles Ponby in what wo havo called an "updating of Indignant Heart" for s future
Gorman edition. In addition to the rocollection of things. past that hava +s 25
with tho future, thore he bLoun o studying of the ontiro sories of Workor's Jeummal
colurms which gives you a view of tho rhilzsophical dovolepment of a worker who is
a Marxist-Humanist through tha racounting of tho spocific svents throughout the
entlre past quarter-contury, It inciudcs averything from the dovolopmont of tho
¥ontgomery Bus Boycott and the eivil rights strugglos to tho roviows of Marxism
and Frocdem and Philesophy and Rovolution, and is a glimpsc of the wealth that
N&L offors its roedors,

' In tho pro-Plenary discussion, the idea of a regnlar 12-pager
was offored as a perspoctivo for the futurc, =t was a proposal that was compelled
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by tho important objcetiva devolopmunts in tho world. That is comnocied to iis
question of our orgenizational growth in very direct ways. If we aciiieve the
perspective of actually getting a Latino page, We will have the simple physical
problem of whors te pub all the important roportis end ‘analysis that the objoctive
situstien compells, The porspactive will not be discussed until the Convention,
but we must bogin to think towards it through tho coming year.

: . ‘ Mrdy reviewed the
past yoar in torms of achiovmonts and fallures, calling attontien to tho Youth
Page a5 an axample of how & pago comes alive when gomothing 1like the communica-
tion with the British students transformed the wholo March issue &nd croatod new
rolatienships on which we are still building, The rolationship botwoen papor
and organization is sp integral thoro is ne possiblo secparation botwoon thon,

_ He called attention to the fact that we used to have a separate

"Hlack Page" to assure there would be material en the Black dimension each issue,
et Hlack so permeates sverything and is on every page it is no longer necessary,
as it still is for Voman, Youth, and other revolutionary forces, The Organizaticn-
al Report has already taken up such questions 2s ocur coverago of the ARA women’s
struggles and court fight, and poged the question we must project to others =- why
is it thet we and nono othars racognizad this precedent-setting caso as important
to persistently follow; what gave us the organigational sonesitivity to thoso women?
It can only ocwo with the integratien of your Philosophy ard your organization, It
pormeatas overything in eur papor bocauso we do not write about what "others” are
doing, but what we are participating in with othars. What distinguishes the paper

is that when workors ssy “this paper tolls ‘the truth" it is bocause thoy know "I -

am thore in that paper.” Thoy see tho truth of themsolvos. . ,

o . o C =~ The discipline that a
papor liko ours_imposes moans that wo do ndt Just £111 spaco; we do not have L
- lengthy, wind=blown reports; even eur ads awe political “articles", Evory 12-pagorw
has booh an oxparded advortisement for rovelutien., Tho 1i~pagers wo aro looking’

. loward boing ablo to havo rogularly cannot be soen as Just "moro spaco", Thoy will
bo the opportunity to expand our cenception of tho wnity of theoretical and prac-
tical tasks; they will givo us the chianco to have a Politicel-Philosophic Lotter
in ovory issuo, That i3 tho tremendous goal we are irying to achiove ~- and it

has to como from cur own golf-dovelopment, It can como ne othor way. o

In the DISCUSSION, Folix Martin spoke ns Wost Coast iditor: I'm a production
worker. I've boon a fightor against this socloty all my lifo., Somo of tho Loft
thinks rovolutioPcdomos from tho barrel of a gu. But in a sccioty whore the
rulors’ gun is a noutron bomb you'd bottor havo mora than that to bring to the
battlos We say we put a lot of our faith in solf-dovolopment, Tho way I found

N&L wes through an artlelo I had triod to writo that I wanted to world to know
about; somobody I'imaw from IS told ‘mo Workor's Power wouldn't print it but he
know"a little papor that would print anything"—- and I roally wantod to kmow pocplo
who would print what a workor wrota., After I had Joined the Navy I swore I'd never
Join anything else in my life, but I joined N&L because it was a place whers
pecple could como to_gether with their own ideas and grow with each other., Our
paper 1s the only one I know where you can find. evorything that's important to

Imow that's going en in the world. We wore giving out the Harch issuo about the
British students at the Mashinini meoting -- and thoso puoble, who hed just brought
him from England, didn't knew a thing about st. And T want to say something about
Indignent Heart, because when I read it I folt it was about my own life =-- and hore
we are in the samo organization, I'd 1iko to toll those who faol they showldn't
Join something until they knew Gverything" -- if I hadn't Joined N&L, I would have
wound up struggling all my 1ifo and novor knowing anything,

Suzanno, Dotroit, who
hed been choson by tho WL~N&L national mooting Iriday, ‘to roport cn thelr fhroe
hour mooting, said sho would concontrate on what is new, Tho main point wag poli-
ticalizatlon, making our -philosophy conerete. gven things that may svem technilcal,
such as Lillian's seoing her pleture at a domonstration reprinted in othor papors,
and, swidenly realising that hor pickot sign should havo said News & Lottors, aro
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;f.ol; toclimucal when you work cn what to say in a plolkol sign o Lo wwerywe oaw
“oW you are differont from all the other groups. She pointod to the large tod-
shoot sizc bannor hanging in front of tho hell that we had usod at Flint, which
Eﬂﬂdth"193?-zz ;-"'I'hedStrugglo Cgatinuos —- WI-Naws & Lottors” apd contrasted it
*0 the eonstant "Hands Off.,,." bannors oth wrdd ' 's roal
seid somgthing. rs others koop writing, bocause owrs roally
' Somuthing that will bo very important this yoar is thé Bakke doei~
sion, which docs not affoct just students or just minority stuwdonts, but women .and
Black workers, Urszula raised it in a totally new .way, whon sho pointed out that
anybedy who wants to Bo a doctor shouwld be sllowed %o study modicino, instoad of
limiting it to tho fow chosen by the AMA, That quostions tho whole eapitalist sys-
ton of medicine, It indorlines tho importance sho, a5 a now mombor, will have for
Chicago WL-§&L, It rominded. us that Peggy had como to us as new mombor through
. tho P&R classes, ospoeially tho onc on Jado and the. Chingse. rovolution, which gives
a plimpso of how ourhowost pamphlot can bo expactod Lo spoak to othor womon.
o . : : . We dis-
cusscd tho many national and interpaticnal conforcnces coming up, in that overyono
was unproparcd for. tho countor-rovolutian coming from vwomon-on- anti-abortien, anti
ERA.  Wo had not lnown how. to prosont altornatives-right when they erose, rathor
then looking beck ‘e say wo should hgvo donp it,. Wo.aro going to bo working out
. *ho bost way to intorvone at.tho ‘Homston TWY.: ineluding what our lenflat w11 sny,
) R . Cab e i pet v o . - Wa discussed. the lack
-of membership growth and its.relatien to our Being rooted in Hlack and. working -
class struggles. Tommle pointed put we have always been rooted thera, but the. gues-
tion 1s what have wé dcne there, and related it to her adtivity next year in the

i

" National Alliance of Black Feminists, whose, slogen "faminism is a dimension of
+ .humanism” has to.be coricretized se it doos ngt wind up gocial work' , The f3sex
women's strike challenges us to work with, them in the same way.we had dane with
ARA, and. differontiate curselVes from all the .radicals that have poured -in,.,.. -
most consistant way of concretizing. our philosophy is through the paper, . tho en-
tiro papor, not just pago 2. Women are. involved in overything going on today, Fyot
wa tend to.limit oursslves to “women's issuos".  How many women havo we discussed
T or tho PPLs with? If wo continie to 1imit oursolves wo will bo like Shoila
Rowbotham.who Joft out Rosa Luxemburg buczvse sho didn't write directly en women.
It is sexist to.think othor womon would hot bo intorestod:in what vo ave,.: Or. that
we can't approach men,  The new idea Anne;proposed for .the column this’ year was |
to work at the:colum, and not columnist, Anne will fake responsihility for évery
other colum but each of us is responsible to submit columns around what,we are
active in..Inez was asked to write on what she discussed about. the ralaticnship
batween the Essex workers and Sexism, Polirics.and Revelutien,. This kind.of ..
-politicalization requires:self-recrganization.by each of us, and is the. basis for
any true collectivity, .. . - . . e ) T
o Will raised the quostion. of Sexism in women iwo years ago,
but it was difficult to grapple with., To think that sexism isn't &s importani as
racism or oxploitation meuns that theory to you 45 composed of Pigeos. Not'to take
yourselves seriously as women is sexism. iarxist-Humanism singled ocut women as a
force of revolution at its very. founding, and our philoscphy has no holes in it.
Raya has told us that wgs%re golng to have to woirk out for ourselves what sho: hes

Fox ¢ BN ornaion. Qfﬂgr_-gr:’r' CMa '::;?::_ Lot cho?V e B o

mndrmad dn oatvrdme dhn wed
world, ineluding tho wholo Left, and toll thom we_are not going to tolerdteieny
lengor the barrdors that aro boing thrown up to kopp us from wir;n:\pﬁ froudon,.,
. o . ' national S
Jim, Dotroit, youth ropresontativu to tho RuB, roportcd cn tho/Youth Mocting
held Friday, and tho youth discussion that had boen going on ovor tho wookandy.
Youth rovelts all ovor tho world prove that youth de not want this . :
gocloty; tho N&L constitution brings thom, as fores, right alongsido tho workors.
Wy heve seon tho youth rovolt dramatically this yoar in South Africa, in Italy,
i1 fngland, in Californin against tho Bakko doecision, minority cuts, and U.S8, .
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complioity in South Africa, at 0ld Wostbury , and in Now York city., 4t our
national meoting wo had presont everyone from junior high youth o thosa already
out of collogo and ssked ourselves what brought such a divorse group togethor?
High schocl has bocomo nothing moro than training for pormanont unamployment, and
tho Junior high studont saw hor school as proparation for drug abuse. A Hlack
woman WSU studunt camo and askod vory concrato quostions about our positions on
overything from tuttion incroasos to grading systems.

. The Kent Stato protosts have
brought out opposition to tha plannod nucluar war, and thoro are idoologieal
battlos ahoad that we havo to bo proparcd for, and will not avoid. The WSU yeuth
comnmittoo has tools to work with already -- a budget included. What wo want is
a sorious dialoguo with Kont on the anti-war movemwant to como, and how tho Marxist
. Humanist movomont can join with othors to help crodto a row socioty, Intogral to
that is Tod and Bill's roquost for tho May 4 Coalition to sponsor Reys for a paid
lecture at Koni, Wo want to know if thoro are othors like them who would liko

to read P&R and other Marxist-Humanist werks in a discussion group of their oun,
We are not willing to trade permanent unemployment for ancther war and death.

Theo alternative we choose 43 revolution and a new world altogsfler, The Kent
students: have made a lesp over the 1970 stwlents in joining together Kent and
Jackson, and still anothor in the invitation togﬂé-?ﬂst-numnism in the person

of Rayx to their campun. : . z

- As for our responsibilitles right here, we want to work

towerd a campus paper, a Merxist-Hemanist paper that will reise questions students
. can discuss, And wo want to have High School Blues come out again, The cors of
the wniversality is not in millape questions but that the spstem is fregmenting
youith into fragments . We want to raise a new bannar for youth. We've had some
inkling of what we can do in the articles that hdve appsared in N&L this past
Yyear. “What the colurm can holp develop in tho yoar ahead is the intermational
dimension’s rolationship to the national mevement, tho anti-nuclear movemont,

the shop reports, and the relationship of all to the working out of philosophy
for our time, ) . . :

. Mike, Dotroit said that since we hzd a pro-plenum bulletin that
printad the actual organizers' raperts, he would not repeat that, but 2id want
to deal with Detroit in a way that would relate tothe Black Thought pamphlet,
This city contains tho highest contradictions of capitallsm anywhere on éaith,

The industrial production of the Detreit area.is equal io the entiro continem®

of Africa, including inmdustrialized South Africa, Nowhero is.the vencentretion
of dead capital over living labor greater, It's the pivot of American capltsl-
dsm. It shows the most stark disintegration of capitalism a2t this stage -of tlme
running outi B6% of the Hlack youth are unemployed, The cohtradictions are o=
nornous, We havo a Black mayor, a Hlack council, a Elack school board == but
no Black powor whatsoover. And I think of all this in relation te the question

of "anticipation” that FD raised in New Essays on p. 21, when sho takes issue
with Hegel about philosophy spreading wings at dusk-- bocause proparation for
rovolution demands something difforent than that. Mikotook up the past ten yoars®
dcvelopments of Black rovolt in Dotroit. Boeausc Dotroit is also tho wordd con-
tsr of Marxist-Humenism, we havo to bogin 4o roalizo what it moans that this
local is the ono that has Raye prosont "regularly”. We have to invite Raya with
the same urgency as it she were on tour, and prepare ocursolves for 1t We have

to work with workers ih the plants, the youth on the campuses in a new way, to
make Dotroit not tho highest contradictions of the old, but the inspiration for
the new world, .
Kevin, Hew York, spoko of our dovelopmont in terms of the fact that
thoro is a publication for everyonc in the organization, it is a tremondous swoep
and scope, The FPLs havo to bo seon both as a concrotizatiocn of P&R and of the
work a0 has done sinco F&R. ind Now sissays have to bo soen not juet as an
»ypdating” but as new, and singlod out from all the other publications to give
it tho importanco it dosorves. Tho Hogol ossay, right within it, has a diz-
cussion not only of Fanen, but of Kosik. It makos tho idoa of Trotsky as a
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tantian axplieit, in that eritique. Tho Harrell Ploco scomed to mo to paralloei
the Sartra chaptor, ard not only oXposos but gives semoono who has Harrell's ddors
roon to roorganiza his thoughts, In Now York, politicalieation of Philosophy
can mean tho paper continuing the dialogus on the July revoli: it can moan kooping
coplos of what we 3 and rerceding not to complain about what was
3 conerotizo it for tho youth, cowld 4t moan
ur local or at tho Froo Association?
{Bocausc timo was running fast, and thoro warc so many hands raised to speak,
the timo for spoakors had to leut, beginning with Kevin, from 10 minmutos to 3
to allow all to have a chance. ) '

’ Tom, los _fingolos,talked about the shop paper they °
had put out at GM Southgate, Ho saw tho undorcurrant of ravolt ovident throughout
Amorican lsbor, exomplifiod by tho porsistont and militant absenteoism in the shéps,
and demanding a periphery of workors around each local, Ho discussed the work with
thelr plant “Hlue sheots™ in which othor workers bosides Folix and Tom participated
in the writing and editing. Thay.so caught tho spirit ang thought of tho other
workers thet when onoe forcman challenged workers ho caught resding tho Blus sheot
to say who wrote it, cne of them Yyclled, I ddd" angd signed his namo on the spot,
sending tho foreman rnning, . ~ L . _— o

. © Mardanne, Doiroit, spoke of what it mognt that WL was
so porvasivo throughout tho Wholo Plonun. The counter-revolution is coming down
so strongly that WL fools it vory clearly; lottors and erticlos in the wcmon's
pross rovoal a roaching out for somo thoory, oven if they do not quite veach it,-
Independent faminists aps baing forced to confront totality, and our. responsibility
28 Marxist-Humanist women is to work out how to challengs the Left on their sexism,
We have to interveris and we can't do i+ individually, but collectively, which is
why she had’ asked for help in hexdraft of s letter to OOB, She had especially liked
inne's statement .that "organization is not to. ba feared, but to.grow in," We will
win new members when they see N&L as. the road to their owm self-developmant, . ° .
: Todd, a vigiter from Kent,
Ty of what had gone on at Kent Stats from the beginning of the
protest against the tudlding of a gyn to desiroy the site of the muders
of May 1970, when the Haticnal Guard had firad on a demonstration against the -
U.5. invasion of Cambodia, He read in. full the statement of the Coalition, of
vwhich he is an active participant, but said-hc wished to meke a few oriticisms.
of their activity: While thoy conseiously had Linked Black and white together,
A3 the T-shirts with theoip "Remember tho spirit of Xent arnd dackson" showed, on
their oun Xent State campus the links had not baon forged, Ho felt it critical
to repair ths schism that had devolopod betwsen Hlack and whito students; “this -
"was, indeed, what ho ard others wore trying to do, : :

B : Bill, another student frem Kent,
supplementcd Todd's roport with scme comtents on how he viawed us &1L &5 part of
one struggle, Ho folt that the administration and the establishment have the -
foree, tut it is wo who have tho power ~- and it 45 that senso of history that -
you got as pert of a struggle like thoirs. Thero are points in history where
difforont ovents moot and touch -- May &4, 1970 and May 4, 1977; or Sowoto on tho -
ennivorsary of last year's outburst. Ho folt tho potantial N&l has for croating
action through Jotters is powarful, -

Dava, Chicago, spoko of his excitonont in -
learming that IH was going te bo repuﬁ:ghod and what an impact it had mado on

aim vhon ho first found it, Ho discussed soma of his experiences ae a teecher,”
asking his clesses what books they had 1ead and liked when the answers wWere all
"stories ebout real life," but not "traglo.” Cnu day he was talking to 8’ student -
about Salvedor Allernde and what he really gstood for and suddcnly leoxec around
0 find 30 or 40 people listening == when he couldn't have got them to listen to
# word in his classi Then I began ts understand what they had been trying to get
.19 to understand, They lmew enough about oppression} what they wanted to read
a5 how fo get out of it. And that's why I'm glad Indipnant Heart will be back
A print, It's the only book I ever found that does that,

B )
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ridea, Durroit; sudd she fell organdzational growid was esscntial for the wouth,
wnd s_tressed the importance of 1it tablss, not only in selling but in knowing how
to talk with these who come te us. Wo ara interested in those whe are interested
in ust and growh is a quosiion of wno, not a quantitative how many. N&L is the
most eoncrete oxpression of our philosophy, the most consistent way to let othors
know what wo stand for, Ard now we have the perspuctive of putting out a Young
Marxist-Hurenizt, along the iinus that *7igano did when he was a colloga youth,
vwich the impourtant differonce that he had to vork alona and wo have & whole com-
ritteo that will holp. It is showing youth as foason that must ccme through in
lhat, and in N&L and in overy articlo wo writc, What is so groat is that othor
youti can be part of our committos without having to bo a mombor of N&L; that our
cemmitteo is autonomous, Tho struggios youth f1ec toduy arc not tho same as those
of yootorday, Anti-nuecloar war activity is difforont from anti-Victnam. Timo is
Tuming out; and at Kont Btate you could suu esunter-revolution in the ¥ay the cops
Eren‘l‘.ed the students of 77 every bit as much as the way the troops acted in 79.

If we are impatient, we have a right to b9 =~ the world has seen enough of barbar-
ism,

The DISCUSSION continvad after ths Tunch Breals with Chris, Boy Arsn,in the
Chajr -~ and the sossion roopenod with throo applications for memborship. Marchot

i3 Bornie from New Vorl, ond Rogor fros Canede vure ali accepted urstiimousiy, —

s Spoke on soxism as the point of a Groat Divide with all
other schools of thought on one sife and Marxisi-Humaaism on the other, Women
#rc on tho move, and thinking, overywhero: and tho new pamphlet is a challengo to
s Loft to sos that suxism camot bo sgparated from tho quostion of alienated
labor béczuso fropdom is a totality, Wo have to challongo the Iof't on thoir re-
fuscl to seriousiy contond with Raya's work. Woe also havo %o contsnd wita con-
sidorablo "anti-thoory" in tho women's movament, Our discussion Friday showel
that WL-N&L comriittcos arc active in ovorything from Mow to working womon's ac-
tivitios to Black strugglos, and with tho purposo of coneretizing tho Marxist~
Humanism wo find in those activities.

‘inne, New York

Chris, Bay Aroa,said that evorybody is talking
about organization at this point, and not just wo. ATl seem to bo talking absut
what kind of organization can unito, theory and practice -- but novedy vlse has
come near to projocting what tho PPLs havo doniw, Ho folt that soxism is wory much
rclated to vanguardism, and discussod an ineidunt in a Gay Rights Coalitdon with
which ho is working, and which ealle itsolf a Coalition for Human Rights becauso
they have beon forced into bocoming part of tho regvolutionary movement,
- ’ Potor, Now
York, wantcd to work out the relationship betwoen the Perspactives, the Black
Thought parphlet and the Youth discussions, The need to tie Scweo to the N.Y.
Elackout had been discussed ysseterday, Today Kent students wers discussing the
eritical relations betwesn tho struggles of the Black students and the gym pro-
tests, The Black dimension is evident in every movement we lock'at. When you
hear one of the Xont activists talk so passionately about philosophy you knew that
links aren't just links. It is not encugh to have a lot of activity; where does
it got us? Tne youth columns mey bo important in the procoss of working out these
questions; they cannot just tie storjes togethor, but must help shew the rolation-
snips and open up a roal dialogue with othor students and youth,

Stavo, Detroit,
discussod tho Nativo Amorican movamont in relationship to tho coming Bizck Thowght
Damghlets He had beoon rominded, whan ono of tho African visitors had talked of
tho way tribos wore wsed by tho milars to divide them, that tho frosdom movemont
hag, on tho othor hand, boon able to use them for froodom.. Wo triud to devolop
the rolationship of Blacks ard Nativc A mricans in Black, Brown and Red -- but
tho now pamphlct is a far groator challengo,

Shninapo Sheapwo, Dotreit rominded us

of how poworful Wounded Knco was in 1973 in tuilding a movemcnt. The solidardty
with othor minoritics and with womon, now that thars is no such immediate crisis,
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is no longer so avident, The attitude to and condition of wemen before then way
not good. And now again there ave those who tall mo that my colunm on forced
sterllization is going o ruin the retation of the mon and 4hs womlen in_ our
movemant -- and thoy're probably right. There havo boan spllts in our movement;
- Some aeven want {o join the (PEC, incredible as that may sound. I appraciate the
opportunity of writing a columm for N2l beccuse it koops me digping to keep in
touch with what is going on, : :
Susan, Dotroit, spoke of her work with the Datroit
. feminist bookstore Harsholf, and vhat she cou-d do to voliticalize 1t, There ig
& contradiction in that tho store survives on selling at womon's events, but
woman do not ceme into the storc itsglf. Sho also wondored whors we would tho

if Aniia Bryant's offonsivc had happenod hors in Dotroit. Sho folt it impor-
tant to work out our intorventsion at WY wich othor vomon, and simtanoconsly
work out our rolationship as Marsist-Rumanists to tiom, The most dmporiant thing
was not to cut oursolves of fom othors or from esch othor,

' ‘ Rozar. Toronto,-
spoko of the thinking that goas into meking tho serious declslvin of Joining
with a group liko Hi%. Ho spoke vory Uriefly, because of tho rush of timo,

. ebout Qouboe and the now devolopmounts thore around Parti Quobacois, which wo

Wiil have to_econtirme s axsioios 2 WG pEpoT,

: And_Maleolm, Do'roit, briofly
pursucd tho samo point, adding somo information about tho Inuic: protost a~
gaingt tho PQ now languago bill, which will also bo doalt with in tho papor.

* * *

Johri,‘ Now York, took tho chair to introduce Charles Denby who #ms to
Prosent tho FINANCE RPORT: : - : "

Ho began by stating that we had come to the point on the agenda where

we had -to answer some basic questions == Can we really do all we planned?
Can we yaise the necessary funds from our own pockets, when we all alresdy give
So much and have so little? Can we project Marxist-fumanism in such a way .
that many whe ars not members vill also wish to contributo tho maximm? Can
we be creative in inventing ways to oxpand our finances so we not only assure
the continuation of N&L, now a 12-pagor throo times & yoear, but also have the
money for the new publications and the crganlzing work we must do, in ono
single fund? - ‘ ‘
. - Literature has always beon our mainstay. And it is not only what

is sold through tho canter, or on tours, but the it that is soid by our’ locals,
shore & small local like Now York, by oxtending itself to the wholo East- Coasct
was ablo t¢ ralso almost $500 thas Jear; while our brand now Chicago local was
able to soll noarly $500. At this point the totals for the entire yoar woro
bofore ovoryeno to study, and it was cloar frem tho doficit beivoon ragular
incomo and rogular axpensos s ovon whan 1it salos arc oxcoptionaily good,
that tho absol;to ninimum to bogin the work wo wanted to take up for "cléo bxo'lgtct
year would be $15.000, Thg w Y xaizud the funds for Indignant Hoar forg
Wwe ever had a pnpgr/'ﬁ.;gn“{gﬁuggg‘ﬁégé%i\}lg wanted to see that story publishod
‘make themselves raspansilla for raising the money, We can do the same for what
We want to publish this year, if we are sorious about making no distinetions
between "inside" and "out!, .

The pledzos to tha now Sustaining-Publishing-Organizing Fund came
fast from new mumbcrs ad old, nnd from friends who toock the Invitatien to
Join us in the great Porspoctivos wo had sot oursolves seriously == so that
by tho end of the session and tho discussion that followed tho pledges

totalled § 15, 350,00,
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Following thc Exocutivo Session, which hoard a report by tho National
Chairwoman on “The Helationship ot Harx to sngols; Its Dclovance for Today",
tho motions flowing from all the discussions of the two days of moeting were
voted upon n by the momborship of the NEB, with a consultative vote of the on-
tire mombershlp taken as wolls

The proposal of the WL~N&L committces to stress

column, not columist for the next yoer was approved. Also approved was their
motinn to sond an expression of support to tho Essex workers and give them spaco
for thcir story in the next issue. A ealilogram was approved to scnd to Harry
Mcshane 3n_Glasgow, which roads " The Marxist~Fumanists of tho U.S., in session,
groot tho Dritish Marxist-Humanists, and you ospocially, as author of the Profaco
to our now joint British-U,5. pamphlet on Marx's Capital, In this year of the
- internationalization of publications of Phiiosoohy and Revolution, and spontane-
ous worker actions in gngland and the U.5., tne political articulation of the
philesophy of liberation will prepars us for its realization.” ‘
All the reports wers
accepted, and motions were made and accepted to publish in full both the Perspoc—
tives Heport and the Organizational Report. It was also moved and accapted that,
‘rather than an abbtrovisted summation of the entire proceedings, the seport ihis
year be an extended summation, which could be offered for sale along with the

Perspactives and Organizatilonal reports,
Anna, Now York, maGe a moticn to thank

the Detroit local for “the wo.derful hosting, delicious focd and comfortable
beds™ which was enthusiastieally approved. The Pluoum was thon ad journod with a
. brief farewell from Raya for the Resident s3itorial Board,

Olga Domanski, Nat'l'Seo'y




