Report to the National Editorinl Doard

Meeting of News & Letters Committees,
Sept. 4, 1977 : ‘

National Organizer’s

POLITICALIZATION,

AND ORGANIZATIONAL

by

OLGA DOMANSKI

BATTLE OF. IDEAS

[eport :

GROWTH

POST-PLENUM BULLETIN NO, IT

SEPTEMBER, 1977

VEWS & LETTERS 1900 E, Jefferson

Detroit, Mich. 48207

Prices 35¢

0749




National Organizer's Report to
News & Letters National Editorjal
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FOLITICALIZATIOQ N, BATTLE CF IDEAS
AND ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH

Politicalizatien -- as the act, the action, the activity of making philosopky,
our rillosophy, Marxist-Humanism, concrete, 1iving, meaningful, challenging, to
ourselves and to others -- ts what this whole Flenum revolves about, It is
politicalizetion of that kind that has been demonstraced from the moment this
meeting was convened, from the Welcome, through the Perspectives Report -- and
I meen the medisting kind of Mthrough'.-erto the’ Internstionel and Btack Thought
dlscussions, So the discussion on orgrnization, which 1s what politicatization
to uas is all about, really begen the moment this Plenum convened.

Politicalization is what Marx was acting out when he broke off his Philesophie
Essaye In 1844 -~ vhore his new continert of thought wes born in the “Cricigue
of the Hegellan Malectic™ -- and transiated his new philosephy, the Marxian
dialectic, into the Commnist Menifesto that changedall of world history. It
was what Lenin acted out -~ after the collapse of the Second Internationsl drove
him te return to Hegel snd he broke with his own past end, philosophigélly._uith _
“vanguardism® -~ when he translsted his Philosophic Notebooks First into Imperiel-
ism, end then intd State snd Revelutien, and then into the slogan "All Power to
the Soviets" that changed world history for his age. 2 e

f£nd politicalization is what Raya acted out when she broke through on the
Absolute Idéa in 1953 and translated those head-breaking £irst and second syllo-
gisms into "worker as editor" on the one hand, &nd Marxism and Freedom on the
other -- end later trangloted the third sylloglsm into Philosophy and Révolution.
Now, we may not heve changed world history for our age yet., But the very title
of our Draft Perspectives -- "Time ig ‘Running Out" -~ shows that thar is exactly.
what we sim to do, not as some elitist vonguerd that thinks a tiny handful can
"lead the masses”, but as & vieble and thoronghly historic organization of .
- workers and intellectuals and youth, women and men, Black and white and yellow
and red, each one of whom represents some objective force in this world, de.
termined to be part of the sweeping movemencs out to uproot this stinking soclety,
and working dajly -« the only organtzation In the world that does -- to unify
the struggles for. freedom with a philosophy of liberation, which 1s the only
thing that can meke sure that the time thot is running out is for cepitalism and
not for humanity.. . : o ' : '

Let's take a look at-just what was the daily activity of our committecs,
collectively, since our Convention last year when politicalization was first
spelled out as the missing 1ink between our philosophy and organizational growth,
I doubt that any organization on earth, even one many times our size, did so
much, and so much that was braond new. We certainly ‘went out and met the objece
tive movements and participated, axplicitly as Marxist-Humanists, with every
force of revolution we could find. We nttended every conference we heard about,
from MEX in Toronto, where even a blizszard couldn't keep us from gettfing there}
to NOW here,where we took our ARZ relesse and intervened in the Notive American
session; to the Flint UPW celebration thet "forgot" the women uatil we refreshed
thefr memories} to a Black Directions Conference, the first time we participated
in something Like that, both as Blsck and as Marxist-Humanists, taking the floor
and salling 1it, John Alsn gove three tolks .- at Cal State, at UCL4A, &nd In
S5.F, with significont audiences. When Mashinini, the student leader from South
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+frica was on tour, Lou Turner monaged to interview him, end startled him with
news of the student occupations in Britain -~ he hed just left there, but knew
nothing about them, though he was en a CP-SWP platform and they surely have more
numerous ties with Britala than wej yet it was N&L the students colled from with-
in thelr occupied bullding. We spoke ond led workshops in the persons of Eugane,
Deboreh, John Alen and Lou Turner at # Social Science Conference In California.
We were appealed to to help seve the fledgling Michigan Labor History Soclety from
being swzllowed by the buresucrats before it ever got off the ground == rnd so
far we have succeeded, but next week will write the next chapter. We had 14t
tobles everywhere and got dozens, collectively probably hundreds of ncmes. We
got a brsnd new youth committee at WSU and they now plan to bring the Kent State
students to WSU the first week the compus recopens. We broke into the feminist
press on 2 blg scele with a review of Working Women For Freedom and with our £R&
releese ond with news of the domestle workers in Portugal. Susan got another
letter into skwesssne Notes raising the question of the inter-relationship of
the Black, Women's and Indisn movements. We succeeded in getting & series of
five lectures by Rayz brocdeast over educrtionzl radio in prime time -- twn of
-them.(one on Trotskv and one nn Rpsa. Liramhure) 'recnrded right At the U of M

in Ellnt, where Dan succcedcd single-handedly in getting a tremendous turnout
and in. having N&L listed ms co-sponsor with the university, We even got on

TV with our progiem on "Women as Force snd Reeson%., In N.Y. we had Kevin and
Anne glving courses st the Free hssociation. Every local, without exceptiam,
brought "friends who ere not yet members" onto -panels 2nd into the paper with
us..We were able to sponsor meetings to hear our European travelers report .
firstuhand on the new movements in Itsly, Portugal end Englend. We pﬂrtiﬁipatEd
in countless demounstrotions and produeed flne and creative leaflets.

Yet we havc not been overwhelmed with new membership, to say the least., And
. what we-have to znswer, what we have been trying to work out all throush our
pre- plenum discussion is: “WHY? .
. Let s ' make. it clear from the beginnlng that we nre not ‘talkidg ~bout trylﬂg
~to build e mess organization, Nor are we unaware thot meny seeds that were
planted this. ye -year, -in one form or ancther, moy end some undoubtedly will spring
into bloom at some future time, Nor is it e question of belng 'impotient" to
. Mget results. . And it certainly 18 not a motter of “recruitment mentalltY

Organizational grouth is_not & quahtitntive question, - Fll you need da is
look at the fact thatLamalle was the one who had the numbers, while Merx was
‘ealling himself ond Engels "the party"; . or the fact that Lenin was jealous of

the German Soclal Democracy’s "success".-- until 19143 or even the fact that
SDS (and this 1s the 15th anniversary of the Port Huron Statement) which began
with.a handful in 1960, grew to 800 with the 2id of the UAW's gift-of $10,000
by 1962 when they drafted thelr Stetement right here in Michigan, and’ to over
80,000 by 1969 == the yeer it died, becruse the highpoint of '68 was & misséd
moment -- all you need-do is lnok at history to see that the kind of organiza-

tion we are talking about is Marx's tyoe of organization nalone, the onlz
that made philosophy integral to organiz 1ticn.

But when we repest. that Marx catled himself and Engels “the party’, what
~we have to understand 1s that this is yo7 to setisfy ourselves with smallness,
but only.to stress that Marxist thcught is ‘inseparable from activity, and there-
fore organization. For ua, membership is crucial beceuse we do ench represei
some very objective force Int he world, and eoch one brings something very’
special and unjque to the gollectivitv-that £s our organization. It must be
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constantly renewed and broadened and deepened if we are te remsin viable.

We do know some of the reasons why it hag been so difficult to bring new
members to us, It is o very serious decislon we nsk, As someone put 1t during
one of our discussions, we are the very opposite of a "turnstile organization" -«
it is precisely becruse the step is so great that those who teke it £ind so
quickly thet a true self-development Is possible only within such a collectivity.
Yet, great as the step is, we a1l know that there are those ready to become
full-time revoiutionaries. How con we afford to let them wind up in one of the
dozens of venguard.groups, where they either become hard-core elitists in time,
or become disiilusioned and Jrop out of living altogether -- revolutionary living,
that is, the only kind thet means anything for the same reasons that"only thot

which {s an object of freedom can be called en Idez.”

fnd there 1s sanother resson for our difficulties we have to comsider, Sexism,
It 1s so pervasive it shocks you every once in a while., You can hardly belleve
your eyes when yocu see Ernest Mandel calling Raya "Mrs.” Dunayevskaya in what
is rupposed te be a serious exchange over Raya's Trotsky article, Her answer,
pinning him on precisely the mele chauvinism he exposed, was so telling that
the USC simply. edited it out dn what wil)l ssnear. in print. in their special issue
of Studies in Comparative Communism. Bub we printed it in New Essays and we
have nc inteation of lecting it pass, Or take Hal Draper, a more friendly’ed-
versary than Mandel, who told the woman who came to interview Raya for her book
on Trotskyism that' Raya's "Russisness” wex all & faeade and thot she probably
really came from Broocklyn! Or other. Trotskyists who say that being Trotsky's
Secretary only meant that she typed for him._ Lo

The battle of ideas takes devioua forms at times, and the evagion of revolu-
tionary theory tokes even more devious one. 4#And we cannot allow it to continue
and stifie the movement to freedom.l. . . o

For it is that ~-- that battle of ideas with all nnd sundry - that t5 what
has been' missing in'so much of 211 the great activity we have engaged 'in and
that winds up with'us being "isolated" even though we have met and ‘talked with
hundreds ‘of people and introduced them to Marxist-Humanism} have sold great quan-
tities of literature; have produced ten great issues of N&Lj; have got great
stories from the workers and Blacks and women we work with, "Unfinished business®
does not mean mere "follow-up”, but an "unfinished revolution" in the other. 'per-
sonAtg developmenc and in ours. Follow-through is not just visiting and talkingj
it is whit you talk about that is the key to transforming a Mcontact® into a
"relationship,” :

As Raya put it bluhcly at one of ouy REB discussions, "When is the last time
anyone talked to a contact about Two Worids?" Yer that is the single article

that "sets our line", by which is meant the political<philosophic-hiatoric
directicn of N&L. ind we might alse ask ourselves when is the last time we
talked to friends about New Essays? Or the Political-Philosophic Letters?

the Appendix of“Working Women For Freedom™ ~ And talked about them in & way
that would concretely present our philosophy as the politics that makes sense
out of the insane world we live in because it shows the way 0"3-

Let's ‘take the Political-Philosophic Letters, They were onc of our "ua-
scheduled® publications this year, becouse, even though they were all written
last year, through 1976, we first got the idea to bind them and sell them as a
totality when they were all finished, They remain our. grentest challenge, "I
don't think it would be am exeggeration to say that the root of our main weakness
this year =- the politicalizntion of our philesophy -- despite all our great
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nctivity, began with not truly being able to jam up these PPLs with Philosophy
and Revolutinn in the clsecoe we held simiitaneously in all the loeals. It
wasn't that the clesses weren't good., It was they they were not the npew kiund
of classes we wantéd them to be, with the single important exception of Raya's
perticipation from the. floor after the presentattions here in Detroit == and we
haven't cought those as yet, elther.

We knew from the very beginning of the series what the Letters were supposed
to be -« £ demonstration of the method whereby we could meke Philosophy end
Revolution concrete, But method {sn't an abstraction, either. Every one of
the Letters concentrated on the inseparability of the objective and the sub-
jective -- becouge it is impossible any longer to sy that the objective situa-
tion is the "real" world and the subjective is "just an attitude’ roward it.

The subjective affects the objective situstion so critieally that it is impossible
to discuss ony part of the world today without aisc digging-deeply Anto ihe Left
and asklng what are the revolut!onnry perspec:iVES?

I reread all the Letters as preparation for this Plenum ond I was really
"STFUEK ChiE time WACh the £antastic foorniotes., They Are not just “Eootnotes to
history”or "added thoughts". They are illuminating on the question of "hattle
of ideas" because they 80 directly connect history and our orgenizetion. Let
me show you what I medn: ~ Take the first letter on the UN Resolutloen oh Zionism,
which takes on new meaning this year, not just on the question of the Middle East
but the whole disgusting resurgence of “Nazism and Eﬂseism and the KKK right
here. It demands & confrontetion with the entire Left for its share of the re-
sponsibllity for that. If ‘you terésd the 12 Eootnotes of that Lettér, you will
" find that Raya discusses there, in’ ‘profound ‘concreteness, the question of na-
tionalism and internstionalism and Black Thought. But have we really talked
about -these Lettérs wheh we have gone out to talk w!th others about our ney .
Black Thought pamphlet?:

. Another footnote’ in this very first’ Letter makes ]
direct comnection to the East European revolutionaries with that. .magnificent
quote from the Czech vadilo broadcast at the t{ue of Russin's invasion of Czeche-
slovakia that we':also reproduced "tn"Phil oz ophy and ‘Revolution, In fact,_the
scope of the questions that the Letter begs us to discuss with others.is endless.

Or take the second Letter on "Mao’s Lest Hurrah", that reproduccd as “appen-
diz" the article on the Beria Purge Raye wrote in August, 1953, Thet was not
for the gsake of history or showing how “smart® Reva was, Let me tell you some-
thing about thet Beria article. It anpeared in the very first issue of the
first "workers' paper" we attempted, Correspondence, dated Oct.3, 1953, Stalin
had died in March, and by summer the purges had already begun, 2nd Rays was
able to "predict" thet Khrushchev, sbout whom nobody hed ever heard at thot time,
was the "one to weotch” because he was the one ruthless enough to £ill rhe shoes.
A reporter from the New York Times wes wise enough to recognize what Raya's
analysis meant end to call to find out “what would happen next” -+ but within
her own organization the article was blasted by its leader, CLRJames becausé it
"had no 'place™ on the "front page of .2 worker's paper! The second issue of Correse
pondence ‘corried -~ ps_lesd areicle-- "T Wanted Brooklyn to Win So Bag", plus a
full column of "Readers' Views™ criticleing the first issue. One, signed as &
“Chrysler Worker" saids"I don'i think the Beria article belongs on the front
poge. Political events 1ike thrt just ness, they don't last." 4All in bold- fnce
to make sure you didn't miss ‘the point.

’ The polint is that the Berin zrticle wes
Raya's attempt to act out "politicalizscion™ for our fledgling first peper. The

article ftgelf was politicnlization -- but so was writing it for.a workers' paper.

It was attacked by CLRJ preclsely because it was so pungent en expreseion of. °
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i.uye's philosophy, whicn was 0ot his -- beccuse Raya's conception of a Yunikers'
raper” was one that would not divide practice from theory, or Subject fxom Idea,
-1 workers' ideas and passions from politics and philosophy. Pid anyone ever
atecuss that in r2lation to Mno's attitude to objectivity with nnyone?

Or take the third Letter on Western Europe and Portugal, with the powerful
Fouknote an Gramecl, where Raya quotes Gramsci's criticism of Bukharin's attempt
tiy Ypopularize" Marxism: “There 1s mo preatment whatever of che dialectie ... wich
in degrnded from being a doctrine of consclousness and the laner substance of
history and tho science of politics, into being o subcpecles of formal logic and
ciementary scholasticism... he in fact capituls:es befcre common sense and vulgar
trought because he has not posed the prolism to himseif (but) Marxism is precisely
o conerete historicisatlon of philosephy and its fdent1f1eation with history...”
T=n't that exacily the kind of politicalization we are talking about -- and 1sn’t
Lhat an illumination of the totelly diffexent stiitude chat is directly connected
n: s only to the counter-revolut lonavy actions of the Communist Fayty on wuin,
it to the total innbility of the entlve Left _to hear what cones fom below as
n2w theorctic departures? o

And jem that up with the next footnote that revesls that
it was auto workers in Turin, whom Raya met in 1947,who told her that, during

the Resistance, an tmerican merchant marine sesman had brought them her brend new
studies on Russia ns-state-capitalist socidty, which they transtatéd into Itallan
gt once and used to fight rhe Communists right in the midst of the Resistance
movement -against fascism, 4nd then contrsst that to the refusal of a Tony CUE
to joln with Raya that'same yedr to present 8 state-capitalist position to the
Fourth Inmternstionzl because he hadn't worked it ot for himself yet! No wondev
he winds up 20 years .loter first discovering It is a world stege.

We could go through each letter and find thoroughly explicit ways of discussing
cur organization, In .just the footnotes alone, We ecin't do it now, of .course ~=
but I do went to take up just one more, im the Letter on Kiggsinger’s Firican
Safari, wnich 1s gurely brought to new life todey by the sojourns of Andrew Young
ond the continuous movement of the Soweto youth, Raye mentions in the very secomsi
poragraph that spartheid was first projected os so-called "Bantu education” in
1953 ~- and then footnotes "1953%, HNow thet dete surely rings a bell in every
Morxist-Humanist head by mow 8s the date Raya broke through on the Apsoliute Idea
as the mowement from practice to theory, rnd Baost German workexs revolted ggainst
Rugsian tovalitarianism six weeks later. Raye doesn't mention "Absolute Idea
once, by name, But that footnote glves us o totally new look at 1933 in relatlon
to Africa, thot takes in everything from our publicetion of People of Kenva Sceak
for Themselves when nobody was talking or doiog anything to aid that revolt, io
the Eirst appearance of the Siro-Soviet conflict.

The polnt is that whot we heve to leern to do dolly, in every gctivity and
in all our "follow-through™ 1s mot oniy bring out all the new voices from below,
tut chollenge all the diversionary ldeas that are trylng to. stifle them. This
battle of ideas, this orgonizatlonal questien, 13 the core oﬁzpolitlcalization.

Lat's return for just a moment to Marz's Craminist Manifesto. He devoted ond
en-ire section of it to taking up Ail othey cendencies, vylng for the attention
of rha workers in his day. And it is a facc of iife that every tendency' that is
with us today flist appesred in embryonic form the very next year: in the 1848
revolutiony, Or toke Lenin's Sente and Desolution, in which he devotes an
oncire chapter to the ™ulgarizotion of dayvs by.the Couocter ists?, athacking not
c3 mich'tha anarchists, but mira sharply the Ruseian Fiokhewow and than Cermin
Uavesky for thelr total imatllity teo tighe the anarchiy 3.
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4nd, above all, take Philgsophv and Revolution, which devotes the entire
second part tn "Llternatives" (Hegel called it "Attitudes to Objectivity") --
because in onc form or onother all of the diversionery ideas, the "non-dialect!-
cal methodologles™, the shortecuts that lead only to aborted or transformed revo-
lutions, and not to the new soclety, are represented there,

Yes, it is true that el] the ideas of Marx's new continent of thought were
“here in 1844 in his Philosophic and Economic Manuscripts., But from the doy
he wrote the Communist Manifesto to 1883 when he died, Morx was constantly en-
riching hig theory because there wos alvays a new, more concrete, expression
of ik, Ign't thet what Raya is asking us to learn to do? /nd aren't the dif-
ferent attitudes to objectivity actually different attitudes to philoscphy end
thus to organizztion that we have to do battie with for the minds of humenkind
if we are serious -~ and ve are, ' '

Let's think over the past -vear in relucionship to that-kind cof chellenge.
Couldn't it have been a real new beginning if, in Detroit, we had known how to
“uswer those venguardists of all stripes who converged on cur meeting to hear
the report of the European trip, not on their ground, but op ours? .
: : ‘ o Wouldn't it
have made the West Coast Social Science Conference where we did suceeed in so
many new things, a real interventicn, {f we had not refused to take part in thg
- Ptectles and strategy" session and thus allowed them to ghettoize us Into dis-
Cussing "philosophy™ ns 1f it hod nothing to do with “real politics"?
‘ Co o S Wouldn't

New York have been able to at leasttry to work out their so much needed collec -
tivity on the new high ground Reya took it to on her tour when the individual
talents of erch one were elicited with such greet results, if eny, individually
or collectively had reelly tried to work out “politicalizetion” for that vary,
very political city? S o . N
o . find Chiéngo =- isn't the great accomplishment of winning both
an old friend and politico and o breand new friend and feminist in the last month.
the very direct result of Raya's turning the lneal completely around when aste wos -
there on tour? Isn't that proof that ic wag sherp confrontetion in the battle

vl iders that was neaeded -- #nd nat only with IS or the SWP or Meoists but first
with the leadership of the King Cualition~, for whom a "Iittle anti-Semitism®
wasn't importont? While we felt we were learning so much from them, what were
they learning from Marxist-Humanism?  /nd what does it say to us that it waz’
Sosism, Politics and Revolution that finally, after a"vhole yesar, revealed thet
the leader of an academic Feminist Criticism group. was a '"Maoist”, not neces-
sarily a’card-carrier, but in mentality? o

: “nd wasn't it precisely Bess's old
_Bolshevik incapability of separacing philassply from day-to-day political apalye
sis and from organization that was the reel iighlight of the European trip? Hove
you read her latest letter to Italy in your packet? It is a masterpiece and 2

lesson in methodology for all of us, ‘

The truth is that we have learned plenty framall our magnificent experierces
tnd our successes this year -- and 1f we esn just learn as much from our weak-
renses, 1977-78 cen truly be a "ney beginming,”®

So let's take up the year ahead, very concretely, We witl have three brand
now publications to bring out: first, tl: Black Thought pamphlet that we devored
8n entlre aenssion to yesterday, Tt has bavn the focus for the West Coast lant
aar Andd from row to fprdl will be & fucus for all the locals. That work can
brlnr Into new mennlit; our zeinti{onships with friends both old and new, ineiudlng

#9ns o the mapnitlesnt covisapomlence with prironers tha: W3 begun to :1-".‘"‘:?-":7')- 5
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We have to discuss what each loenl can do on that,

Second, there is the jolnt British-U.S. publicotion of Marx's Capital and
"Todav's Giobal Crises. You have 'in your packets Harry McShane's great new
“refece to that work, Harry has been wanting to reproduce those four chapters
¢f Marxism ond Freedom ever since 1958, when he first met Marxist-Humanism.
Here iz & man whose name 1s Synonymous with British Labor History since before
the Russian Revolution. He had been editor of the Scottish edition of the
Dajly Horker, but he broke with the Communists -« and, significantly, not when
everyone was teering up party cards in the wake of the Hungarian Revolution
And its erushing by the Rugsian tonks -- but as early £s 1953 when the .youth
in the psrty began asking questlions and getting expelled, and Harry not only
defended them but stood wich them - and suddenly he ‘was out of the Party and
in his sixties had to go back to work in the shipysrds from where he had come.
This is the man who says that he began a whole new life in 1958 when he first
Tesd ¥arxism and Fraedom and suddenly saw his bresk frod the Conuumisis us
part of a foreward movement. And he has been campaigning to get those four
chapters he so mueh laved repreduced sepurstelyy fow Briiivh workers, ever T T
since, '

He will finclly get those chapters. But this work is not just a reproducs
tion,‘grea; As those chapters are, in and of themselves, hnd 1 don't think
Horry's ° Prétace could have been written before thic year, when samething made

"Horry, himself, finnily see what it means thet Raya 'is the only one since Marx
who understopd whot the Parls Commune really meant ia tearing auay’ the veil
from the ferishism of commodities. The organizotional impact this pamphlet can
have is enormous «- with that Introduction, which Is's devastating critiqué of
Handel's complete perversion of Marxism, and thot Appendix which will be a’'sharp
critique of the complete degradation of Lenin by Tony CLiff (who is currently
deluding himself that he is building a mass prrty to rival the LaBour Party and
the CP combined )}, Tt becomes totally new for teday's battle of ideas with
all those diversionary idess that keep holcing the movement back. The impact
it will have in Britain can be great if we cin make of it 2 #rue polttical--
philosophic-orgenizational .intervention, in this year of such shiarp crises
there. But it Is our.tamk to make it an intecrvention here, above all, We
will have to work out the clesses Raya has proposed that we begin this year, in
a4 way that will spell out soliticnlization as organizational growth.,

Third,” {s the bilinguel pamphlet that cennot be separated from all the new
internationalization of Philosophy and Révolhtion, and in which we have the
chance to publish the brend new chapter written for those internetional editisas
on "Pogt-Mao Chine® jammed up with the voicos from below. Bub again, it is
here that our work first begins with the Chicsno and Puerto Rican forces of re-
volt right here. There is not a single ares, whether L/ with its great Chicans
communities, or New York with its Puerto Rican, or Chicago or Detroit, thet will
not be able to make the working out of this pemphict -- that brings tegether
theory and practice for this specific year and this specific aidience --
another real link to organlzetional grovth, - : Lo

The point is to see that every new pamphlet,” in the making and after it
comes out, is a chellenge to work it out for your local, for your shop, for
Your WL group, for Jour campus, Let's consider, for example, what we did and
didn't do with New Zpsays lost yerr, ond whet remilns to be done in the coming
one, ‘That publication wns also Yunscheduled®, though it had been a Molsh® for
some time, What gave it urgency was the trip to Europe and Andy succeaded tn
getting a beautiful edition off the press just in time for Bess, Eugene and
Mary to teke along with thew.  Just think of what is In those threc essays and
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{ppendix. It is battle of ideas all over again and very explicirly se. Thet

i3 ezazy to sed Lhe very "Mow Essay® on Trotsky that is so exgiisitely connected
to the exchange with today's Trotskyist, Mandel -- you almost wiuh you didn't
khave to blame hiwm on poor Trotsky. It is 2 real lesson in itself to see how,
timited though Rays was by the editors, Lo oaly 2 iew brief paragraphs in answer
to Mondel, she nevertheless ménaged ta oin him precisely on thet mole-chauviadsm
that is so dircetly tied to the cvesion of theoretic responsibility and the

reason he continues to be so totelly wrong.

It isn't hard, elther, to see the organizational reletionship in the essay
on Post-M2o China --.which 15 prominently dated, I'm sure you noticed, Nov. 1976,
which shows at one glancc that Rays was nble to writc this penctrating =nalysis
«1lmost the minute Moo died. ' ‘

But take something £ little harder to see, perhaps -- the HS/ talk on Absolute
Tdee, where Rays nevertheless sow to it that she singled out absolute negatlvity
{which we read os revolution) ss the specifically uew beginning which then be-
ceme an essz2y on Lenin vs., Adorno -- and brought in everything from Fast Europz

To Frantz Fanoh. it 18§ @ Gedutiful GémMONSCTBLION OL WHAT yOU CEn G0 pUltviveiiys.
philosophically, no matter what your assignment was to begin with.

But what did we do with that pamphlet since it sppeared oll the way back in
march? Well, Felix Martin was one (I lcave you to 2nswer how many others) who
did 'not for one moment consider that psmphlet was fo¥ “academia" or "for Europe.
e took it to his shopmates at G¥ snd soid it widely -- to sutoworkers, repori-
ing siwply, “The young workers in my plant arc very interested in Mzo 2nd China.
When the time comes, new idezs come up for philesophy 2nd I believe the time !s
new.®  He and Tom did the same with the pamphlet on the First Generasl Strike
in the U.5, that Raya bent over backwards trying to meke sure.we saw it as teday.
it was Tom who reported, "The new 1877 pamphlet has excited.not enly Felix and
m2, but some plant workers here,  Even one commjtteemsn was so struck by the
£irst chapter that he was compelled to challange ‘one dictatorial exceutive union
tizeting with, 't You, noreof you, know mything ebout real unionism because, you
know nothing about the St. Louls Generel Strike,!'

In & different way, &nd to
a different audience Terry and Ron, though Ron was limited to three short '
~wminutes ot the I'liinois Labor Histury‘Cquerence to celabrate the 100th anni-
versay of the strike, so successrully menaged to get acress both the historic
continuity with MNarx and the new for teday, that Chicsgo wound up with a whole
list of new friends, including two Puerto Ricen intellectunls whe heve volun-
teered, and have already started, to translate crticles into Spanish for the
"paper and for any lerflets we wish. ' '

Let's take up the question of leaflets for ¢ minute. Naobody has done better
with them than L.4, . Raye has celled them their “concrete unjversal; you hove
& whole scries of them in thelr discussion bulictin, ond the one thet unifies
fmerican Civilization on Tricl, fmerice's First Unfinlshed Revolution, nnd the
St. Louds General Strike is & bunutiful cxample of how old pamphlets can become
new when taken up ereatively. Leaflcts can become one of our wost important
waepons In the battle of ideas in the yuar aheod ns we participace ia all the
new mess movements, working with them cnd ghellenging them to self-develop towerd
the new society we all want. sbove ail, vhe anti-nuclear movements must not
be allowed to separate thelr ever-growing activity from the knowledge that rawvo-
lution i{s the only alternative to war, 4#nd Jon hrs mnde an excellent point in
her insistence that the separation betwzen the environmental protesters ond the
workers is not only imposed from without by the cnpitrlisks, but 1s more serious
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vhere {t 1is self-imposed -- snd that che envirommentallsts who view the world
through white middle-class eyes could mpke & graat leap forward {f they do

not (or if we do not let them) sepsrate thelr rightful concerns about condibicus
of the environment from the fundamental 1iving conditions in the inner-cltles

of this world, or the working conditions in American factories and mines.

One of tha most important novements with which we will be active next year
will be the Kent students, who have already male one bl leap forward: over the .
Protesters of 1970 by not separating Black and white. We ere anxlous to hear
from them on thelr struggles, and to work out with them how a2lso not to scparate
their revolt from e philosophy of liberstio n that gives actlon its divection,
Marzist-Humenism.. Their interest in hringing Raya o that campus next year to
speak is another great leap. : .

Finzlly, there is Raya's tour, Whereas the tour last year was not.so much
for cutelde zudicnces aw for ourselves, the congentration this year will be on
the Youtside." Not one to lose a moment's precinus time, Bess began to £ind
PreviCims tor Rav¥d tné week before she left for the Plenum at the'URPE.éonference
in Colifornia, Preparation for the tour by every local should begin the minute
we return from this meeting to our varlous localities, not only ¢¢ obtain the
best platforms possible, and to open up new areas for Marxist-.Humanism, but to
8ssure that our activity, from today to the day Raya appears on the platform
In whatever locality, s the kind that will make those we individuslly meet asd

. work with -~ in Women's Liberation, in the Black revolt s in the shops, at
school ~~ let nothing interfere with the universality of coming to hear the
founder of all ocur ideas. Concentrating the tour this year on the ocutside {n-
stead of the inside does not mean it will nct. be organizational.  The very.
opposite, if we finally grasp what politicalization means and do it.

In the discussion today we want to hear concretely how WL will be working
out politicalization with Sexism, Politics snd Revolution and with Workins
Homen For Freedom; how our preclous proletarianizeslom can be deerened by it,
1f not widened In the year ahead; how our youth will work it out with the
Kent students, the Black students, the uerking youth, the high school youth,
to spell out "new generation of revolutlonsries? coencretely.,

Politicalization méans articulating. your. philosophy For a particular audience.’

Politicalization means a mediation to reach a conclusion in fact.

Politicalization means your philesophy 15 not just philesophy but can actu-
ally influence the course of events,

Politicalization means taking revolutionary responsibiiities seriously.

Above all, politicalization is urgent not just for "orhers! to understand
our philosophy, but for us to grasp it fully.

Now «= let's go bock ta the beglnning swhere we were posing suvme of the d{FE!-
cultles we face in winning new members co ua. There 1s one more. The very fues
that we meke no disrinction between Inside £ad oug -- that our paper is wri:ten
8s much {f not nore by the outside as the inside -- that we npen not only ou:
Couwventions Lut even our Plenuns to won-webersy indeed, make it a pelnt of
concertration to bring ns miny nun-wembers s possible, not only to listen, but
to sprak, aud ulith tie same time imit -- that we publiah our deaft parspeoeciv.s
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“directly in our paper, something no other revolutionary crganization anywhere
has done -- that we have no secrets, no privileges -~ this conscious breaking
down of "outside™ and Mnside" sometimes mekes it difficult to see whot is the
Aistinction, then, between joining and not jeining, Well, it isn't just the
vrofound dlstinction that Lenin spelled out when he sald you could not be &
tember just by "agreelng® with the politles, unless you were disciplined by a
loenl, by which he meant that intellectuala could not be revolutionariles fat
izrge” but hod to be diseiplined by the proletariat. It is all rhat you gain
by that diseipline. & whole new dimension that is impossible without the organi-
zational mediation, and that compels you td%ctive with Merxist-Humanism 24 hours
o day because you know it 1s the road to revolution. -

TIME IS RUNNING GIT. We have to ask those whom we have stopped calling "ou-
side” snd have begun calling, instead, Yaot yet merbers™ -- whet do you intend
to do, when time is running out, if it is npt to join with us in worklng out
the revolutionary problems of our age se thet the end we face is not the end
of humanity, but the end of thia atinkiny soclety and the creation of a new one.

That 1 whet T am asking everyone here whe is'not yet 2 member."  We tnwinc
You to join with us this weekend in that grest undertakirg. Yes, 1t 1s true
ve are not on the threshold of a whole new Internstional yet.  But the ground
for 1t has been dug end 1ts reoots are in the American.experience, . In this year
of the exciting Internationalization of philosophy and revelution we have to
start here, right here. "T hope the discussion will be full and frée and very
cenerete,. | ' s . - A

== Olga’ Domanaki, .
National Organizer




