Draft perspectives thesis, 1977 1978:
‘TIME IS RUNNING OUT -

Introduction: the Neutron Bomb and
Dchumonized Thinking

So crises-ridden is our-world that no country,
not even the mightiest giant of afl — U.S. im-
perialism — has been able to get out of the reces-
sion, incoming “'recycied petro dollars” -and fan-
tastic new weaponry expenditures notwithstand-
ing. At this very moment — aithough the world
is not at war ond the global “'peace’ military ex-
penses are $350 billion, and rising! — still each
slight economic upturn swiftly tuens into o “ore-
mature cyclicel downturn.”

The unconscionably high unemployed ormy
has become o permenent charocteristic of de-
crepit copitalism. And it is so overwhelming a
phenomencn among youth—unemployment is no
less than 50 percent to 60 percent among Blacks,
Latinos ond other minorities in the teeming ghet-
toes of Harlem, Brooklyn, the Bronx <~ that even
reporters hostile to the “looting” that occurred
when the lights went out in New York, July 13, ot
9:34 p.m., were forced to coll ottention to the
unending unemployment ond unceasing poverty,
aver as compared 1o 1965, when the lights fost
went out in New York. Ard as stoid a publication
as The New York Times entitled o report on the

New  Tork uprising o i3 comwmentory poge

*Time Is No Longer Running Qut; 1t is Gone.™ i

(See our lead article, p. 3 :
Capitaliim hos obviously reached abysmal ul-

timates when such contradictions tearing ot its.

system become vory negrly “secondary” com-
pared to the death-ray-type of new weaponry

Youted both from the White House and the Krem-

Voo oo IR
', .- Mothing.in . Hitler’

ret weapon’’, with which Hitler thredtened world
destruction, to the cctual genocide he practiced

within his domain, is any metch for the actuel®

military technology now in the hands of the super-
powers, U.S. especiclly. Whot dehumonized crea-
ture could compete with the super-scientist-mili-
tary-industrial complex of State Planners whic

dares describe o bomb os “clean”  because,

though this neutron bomb can mass kill by radia- -

tion it leaves property intact!
Nor is this dehumonized thinking character-

_istic only of the powers-that-be. "While fear has

dulled the sensas of some of the “Mew Left” so
that they ore willing to reduce Marxist philosophy
of liberation to o gobfest about “tactics,” the ex-
treme Right think-tank in g fomous French uni-
versity calls its anti-Marxist, anti-Socialist, anti-
left views the “"New Philosophy”’ because it is 50
#reotal” that it describes capitalists approving of

detente as hoving “capitalist bodies with Marxist

heods.” 2

(1) . Inicrestingly enough, the report on the “Op-Ed"
-page of ths Sunday New York Times, 7-17-T7, was by
ohe who teaches Afriean studies—Clayton Riley.

{2) The “Barbarize with & Human Face” calling itsell
The New Philosophy” by its gurn, Bernard-Henri Levy,
halls from tho same fomous university that produced
Althusser in the eatly 1060s, and in the mid-1070s bad
preduced this Solzhenitsyn-inspired elitism with the ex-
Althussgerite, Andre Glucksman, who now calls Solzhe-
nitsyn "the Shukespeare of our time." Their works have

a——

_Germany, - from-the',"'sec- -

. - is to say, it is ot o standstill. -

To think that one con lough off the lotest
appearance of retrogression by such supercilious
remorks as, *"You can't refute o joke” Jistoollow
one's senses-to be dulled while shaking off the
revolutionary intellectuals” responsibility for un-
furling a Marxist banner thot would unite phil-
osophy and revolution ond thus lay the ground
for a new society on truly human foundations.
Time would indeed ba running out not only ob-
jectively but subjectively, were we to bow to an
gttitude that would accept o “lesser evil” — as
if state-capitalism calling itself Communism is
the only alternative to decrepit private capitalism,

Marx's Humanism expressed itself unequiv-
ocally also on the question of time when it defined
"Time" as “space for human self-development.”
The very urgency of time’s “running out” de-
mands concreteness on all matters, subjective as
well as objective, beginning with fating the alien
reality as is, os rooted in economic crises and in
political crises. The tunatic fringes feel thoroughly
at home in these crisis-ridden times, os witness
the brézen, open oppearance of the KKK and the
Nazis joining. forces in onti-Semitic and onti-
Black pegrems in ‘Georgia, in Ohio, in Chicogo.
The - fact that mifirant counier-gemonstroticns
str.‘spped themn in their tracks does not mean they
Wil 0L TES i
before the lights went out, the President at his

- press conference spoke out so vehemently against
obortion rights and showed such indifference .to
the poor ond to segregated ‘education,

. L. The Sick Ecoriomy ..
That this, the fifth pest-World War 11 reces-
sion, is so hard to come out of, has, brought the.
copitalists;” themselves . face-to-face . with .. the

reality,.that . the ovorriding Fact_of praiént_day.:
<copitalist economy it stognation, Thus, the only
two “'healthy'’. economies in the West — the U5,
and West Germaony. — ofe in an Jinvestment
_slump. Thus, the mightiest, the U.S., which is
experiencing.a 5 perceat giowily, is finding. ir Is
barely keeping up with papulation growth, that

o
fi

.

ideclogists' them-

- selves give to the question “Why Does o ‘Healthy'
Economy Feel So Bod?” 4 is that there hos ac-
tually been a fundomental structural transfor-
mation of the US. economy. First, the longest

. period of stagnation since the late 1950s demon-
P .

“" The "answer the capitalist

not yet appeared in English, but & preview of them can
be read in The Manchester Guardian, 62677, “Despair-
ing Volee of France’s Lost Generatlon”: by Walter
Schwarr, As against this critique, the “Le Monde™ sec-
tion of the 7-10-77 issue of Manchester Guardian pu
lished » panegyric by Philippe Sollers. - . -
(3) The author of the statement is Ragls Debray (The
Manchester Guaniian, 826877). R

(4). New York Tires, Sundsy, 7-10-T7, Seetion 3, "Bus
fness and Finance,” :

spoar — sopecially when theveryvday



: Bloes™ 5 = and, o The SIHET fond, admit thai;

strates these hard facts: (1) slower gro
fower investments, {3) higher untar|'1plc:$l'n:‘r::'1 'a(nzc}
(4} hard-care Inflation of 6 percent os ugulns't the
1-2 percent inflotion characteristic of most of the
1940s, Moreover, this ‘‘hard-core inflation” is
actually not what it is, but what it is hoped it will
be brought down to. It is true we are no longer in
the two digital inflation of 14.6 percent rise in
1974, and 1_3.5 percent in 19735, but we are not
;:zrfar behind the 9.3 percent inflation of last
" Secondly, ond inseparable from that pivotal
investment drought” even when there is some
growth, is the rise in energy c¢ost which means
that, olong with the rising cost of automated
equipment, too much value is invested, compored
1o labor preductivity, when so little living labor
is being used in production. The copitalists may
mot be reody to' “agree” with Marx that the
supreme commodity, lobor-power, is the only
source of all value and surplus valus, but they
do see that there is surh a decline in the rate of
profit co[npored to what they consider necessary
to keep investing for expanded production_ that
they are holding off — so much so that now their
ideologists are saying low investment is, by no
mecns a temporary factor that the capitolists
would "avercome’” with the next boom, There is
ta be no next boom. . ‘
. Thirdly, they, on the one hand, keep complain-
ing ‘about the workers’, especially pthe \I(Do‘:mg
workers’, attilude to lobor — “the blue collor

wrote, “The point is that, even if one didn't wish
to accept our analysis of state-capitalism as the
total contradiction, absolute antagonism In which
is concentrated nothing short of ravolution, and
counter-revolution, one would have to admit that
the totality of the contradictions compals o total
philosophic outloak .-, . Therein is the genius of
Morx who, though he wrote during a free enter-
prise, private property, competitive capitails & era,
saw that, instead of plan vs, market choos being
the absolute opposites, the chaos in the market
was, in fact, the expression of the hierarchic, des-
notic plan of copital ot the point of production.
IMateriolism’  without dialectics is ‘ideniism’,

. bourgecis idealism of the stote-copitalist age.”®

Such Marxist revisionism, like anarchist tota!
rejection, not just of "vanguardism®, but of ali or-
garnizational forms {See Part 111}, can only make
room for outright retrogression thaot has yet to
complete ony of the revolts and near revolutions
that have spontaneously arisen in the movement
from practice these past two decodes.

II. Political Crises (Sino-Soviet Conflict

includad) in Our Age of State-Capitalism
The Plenum Call, in recclling past Middle
East crises and wars, including the critique of the

UN Resolution “Zionism is Racism’’, pointed to
sha tantocles of U.S, imperialism globally:

FI0 SmNSS

... Take but a sipgle paragraph from our

with a massive 34.1 percent youth unemploymenit,
the very survival of the capitalist system is in
question. .

It was not only an academic — the serious
b_ourgems econamist, Simen Kuznets — who, ever
since the end of World War 11, maintained that
the “emergence of the violent Nozi regime in one
of the rost _economically, developed countries of
the world raises grave quastions about the insti-
tutional basis of modern economic growth — if
it is susceptible to such o barbaric deformation os
a result of transient difficulties.’” ¢ It wos o high

Woastern governmental leader, Giscord d'Estaing,”

in--'lo-ﬁ,who anestioned the survivel of the capi-
) tgl:s:rlc _System. -Solzheénitsyn-inspired, retrogres-
.sionist intellectuals: camplain that capitalism hos
seen the emergence of a “'strange siren whose
body it Copital and whose head is Marxist.”””

But goveynmental statistics show good cause
for thoie capitolistic htadaches: the bigaest in-
cranse in poverty since 1959 occurred in 1975
snd has persisted, No less than a riss of 10 per-
cont in the numbaer of poor, totalling now 25.9
milkions, are below poverty lovel, Thet means thet
no_less than 12 percent of oll Americons had on
inceme of less than $5,500 annually.

_ When this pervadas the richest country in the -

yvorid, consider the-irony that o famous Trotsky-
ist economist is so bent con selling us state-copital-
ist monstrosities as “'not yet fully fledged clossless,
that is, sociolist societies: the USSR, the People’s
Republics of Eastern Europe, Chino, North Viet-
nam, Morth Korea and Cubo,” that he perverts
Marx in his greatest theoretical work, Copital, os
allegedly helding that, without-an unemployed
army, “copitalism cannot survive.” 7 As we

+ (Contianed on Page 2)

(5) See Forelgn Affal Yanuary, “

\(v‘éorh} Econum}"l.e' irs, Yanuary, 1977, “A Troubled
} Simon Kuinets, Posiwar Eccnomle Gro

hizs Capltal in the American Fzoncay, Wil See alio

{7) See Ernest Mundel's Introdiction to the pew Eng

lish (Pelican Marx Library) edition of Marx's Capital,

as well as hls analysis “A Hesitant, Uneven, and Infla-

tionary Upturn” in Intercontinenial Press, 11-28-70.

very first crifigue “of e Wit Rasclution—on

“Zionism is Racism’” ond you will see what
the BEB had in mind for opening the discus-
sion as of today on the question of the total-
itarion agency proposed for Energy and how
that relotes U.S. imperislism’s hand from the
Middle East to Africa: : :

“|n fact, detente or no detente, B1 bomber
or no B1 bomber, does not mean-the U.5. will
stop its imperialist drive, Or that the US.'s’
imperial hand will not be present in Angola.
Or that it hos forgotten the Arab Mideast oil,
or lsrael. In this, the over-riding goal 'of U.5.
imperialism, whether it octs *for’ Israel ond -

- threotens Mideast oil Kirngdoms withiinvosion, -
or the opposite, ‘copitulates’ ta them _ond
pressures Israel into concessions, is- but one
thing. It has no intention.whatever of “letting
the, world’'s. main energy ‘source Tun ‘out of

total control of Americon oil companies.”

With thot in mind, it is necessary {0 take a
second look at the latest ond most volatile spark
to yet ancther Middle Eost war that the electoral
victary. of . the extreme-right Likud produced.
Nothing more. reactionary has occurred iry 1stael,
then called Palestine, sirice the Likud Teader,

. Menaher Begin, led his terrorist organization,
then called frgun, into the perpetration of an Arab
massacre in- Deir Yossin, Just os the -genuine
Jewish revolutionaries, then fighting for indepen-
dence from British imperialism, considered Begin
a racist counter-révolutionary {though both were
fighting Britain for ¢ new homeland for the Jaws},

: e ———- S ———

- {8) “Today's Global Crises, Marx's Capital, and the Marx-
ist Eplgones Who Try 1o runcale It and the Under-’
standing of Todoy's Crises” (The Pnlitlunl-l’h_ilosophic
Letters of Raya Dunayevskaya, No, 8-10, Dee. 1530,
1976). This, as well a5 the Speclal Editoral, “Carler
Recrentes Sedative for Nuelear Proliferation and Ee-
anomic Crises” (News & Letters, June, 1077), Tre con-
sldered Interral-to thy Perspoctives, 197770
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spdnow the Jewish mosses muﬁt fight him to the
end. :

No illuslons can ba entartained such os are
now baing fed by the daily press, thot supposedly
power wiil soften the Likud's aims to prepara ls-
rael for another holocaust, With sober sensas, the
truth must be faced: -

Nothing could better have fed the most ax-
trame factions In the PLO that oppose lsroel's
very right to exist than Likud's victory. And no-
thing could have. beiin thought up by the most
rabid dnti-Semites that wou

rightist Camp Kedum in the Israeli-occupied Wast
Bonk of Jordon, near Mohulus, tha ve ploce
where most militent Palestinlan anti-lsraeli dem-
onstrations have taken place, If that was Men-
ahem Begin's very first action as soon as he
smelled victory, what can he have in store for the
Istoeli masses other than war?

- Since the fratricidal Lebanese war, nothing so
heated up the volatile situation as that extremist
- victory i Israe) which showed that state-capital-

isrn there, as everywhere, has as little use for its
laboring rnasses os for the Palestinion masses,
The retrogression is on every front, from attitude
and preparations for war over occupied territories
-to the bockwardness in ottitude to- women and
education, At the some time, the U.S. is looking
at the Areb
well protect ““Western' rights in the Middle Eost.
it brings the sifuation as close to wor as it has
been since 1973, -

d have been more
provocative than Begin's oppearance at the ultra-

potentates to see if they could not as- .

— Ethiopla, Somalia — locking hungrily at It,
but the super-powers as well, Russia, in this case,
was ready to align with tha most r'euct_ionag mili-
tary regime in Ethiopla to have a footho!d from
where it can meet both the chollengs of Arab

tentates and the beady eyss of the U.S. ond
agcs}ern imperialism. .in a word, even the little
value of Djibouti’s “national” ecoenomy” is.dis-
regarded as the strategic geography ‘is locked at
for contro! of the Red eq.

. .,; Gone are the mid-1950¢ ond sarly 1840 whan
Woestern Europe deluded-itself that with its econ-
-omic growth in that decade, it could outdistance
the U.S. Gone is Mao's China's IHlusion that the
superstructure {especially his Little Red Book) is
superior to any new weaponry.

For that matter, gone also is Russia’s delusion
that because it is catching up with the U.S, in
militory might, it can maoke thot be the economic
superpower U.S. alone has. By now, .so wobbly is
the foundation of glebal capitalism that the global
titan itself, U.5. copitalist imperialism, has .to
fight for its life ogainst its own masses, Black
especiclly. The ideaYogues themeelves have begun
substituting “bolance of wocknessas” for
“balance of terror”, which was suppozed to be
what will keep us from che finol holocaust.

The serious capitalist ideologues know that it
is_imocssible indefinitaly tn. “emhiliza® the chali

" There are already signs of restlessness in fabor,
especiolly rank-and-iile, since. Menohem Begin
is os anti-lbor toward Jeéwish workers as he is
politically and globally reactionary towards the
Palestinians, Here too, however, the U.S, is sure
to play its most reactionary role.” In. the" evratic

tilting back and forth ever since. the 973 war — -

made,_aven more ambivalent with Carter’s speak:
ing out of bath sides of his mouth when he mests
Arcb potentates and whad he meets: Mernakem

Bagin — there is only one thing that is clear; and .
that is that U.5. imperiolism’s oims come first

* and. lost, with no in-between,

know when

... .No one can possibly
superpowers — (.5, and Russia —- for single
world control, will explode. One lock at the {atest,
tiny, decolenized “country. — the Republic of
Djibouti — ‘and one can easily see that, evan be-
fore the new independerice fra'g was. raised, not
only were the countries in the immediate region

- ) hen the fina! cone-
- frontation, the nuclear holocaust betwean the two -

* systern as the two nuclear giants keep girding for
the final holocoust, and the North-South “'im-
--balance” finds no “adjustment.”” That message
. -came throigh joud and clear from the lotest in--
conclusive conference batween the industrially.de-
veloped countries and.those. technological ly less
developed lands. Which is why nat onfy.U.S, “dip-
lomots” who worked for detente with Russia, but:
West Europe {especially West Gérmany) is trying
 to prod- the-Carter Administration not to'be so
“'naive” as to let the crucial ‘detente with"Russia
come unglued over some obstract “human rights” .
issue when everybody knows that there is no lack
of.violation of humon rights 'in edch of their own
_-domuins, the LS e moct of ofl. o5 i solloboraags -
" most profitably - with “all counter-revolutionary’
“regimes, from Chile to South Africa, . - . z

‘ Even: so totalitarian o regime. as Russia con
ask —and this time be listened to because that
"i= @ question-it'is correct. on' — “How con one
pose 05 o champion of human rights and at the -
same ‘time brandish the neytron bomb that
- threatens the lives of millions -of people ...
{What) ravolts the reason.and conscience of mar-
kind must evoke g feeling of delight among the -
‘lovers of man’ in Washington.” =

Naturally, “the fact that Russia calls itself
Communist connot possibly elimingte its own
class, state-copitalist closs, ncture, efther in its
exploitation of its own proletariat, or in the many. .
crises thot boset it ar it .competes with “the
West,” which now includes Jopon as honorary
member, But that is not whot prompts Western '

Europe to prod the U.S. to cool off on the questien
of “human rights.”” Quite the contrary, Whet
warries them is fear of revelution in their own
countries; nonc has ever forgotten Paris, Moy .
1968, Because that is so, they are teying to buy




time in the continuotion of detante. with Russia,
rather than rushing into any confrontation emong
the suparpowers.

In o stete-capitalist age, full state-capitalism
has proven no more capable of resolving its crises
than had private monopoly capitalism, either In.
the pre-World War | period, or pre-Warld War 1l.
Copitalism in any form goes from crises to war
and bock again. World War [, however,
threatens the very survival of humanity. Which
is why everyone — from the Left, to the capitalist
ideclogues, to the mystics — tries to designate
somathing as a lesser evil which is “preferable’
to chose, But the truth s the lesser evil only brings
on tha grecter evil. . .

Long before Solzhenitsyn discovered the Guiag
Archipelago, we exposed the forced lobor camps
in Russia, Ever since the first workess’ stote was
tronsformad Into its opposite, we analyzod the
class nature of Russia, declaring it to state-
capitalist. From early an, however, we stressed
that Stalinism was but the Russion name of the
new stage that world copitalism reached as the
Great Depression sounded the death knell for pri-
vate copitalism, .

The outright counter-revolutionary role of
Stalin's Russio, far from ending with the Hitier-
Stalin Pact* (or even with the death of Stalin},
first began confronting the revolution against its
g:;eei'ialism with the June 1953 East Garmon

olt. ' —_

" Khrushchav's so-cailed de-Stalinization did not
convince anyone in Hungary not to oppose Rus-
sian’ imperialism as they- siaried an” alicgsiher
new _chapter in Mari’s Humanism as the true
classless society.

Brezhnev reached the apogee of counter-rev-
olution when he tried to mioke a "universal” of

this. counter-revolutionary act in Czechoslovakia, .

1968, declaring -it a ““socialist international

right!’ of Russio to intervene anywhere, This, .far

" from getting-Communists to help his competition
with the “Waest"”, brought about such disintegra-

_- tion in Communism as to produce, among,""West-
e’ Communists who were hot in open rebellion
against Russia, the revisionist phenomenon of
Eurocommunism . L

1t is not that, however, which undermines Rus-
sign imperialism, What shakes [t to its founda-
tion ore the gutright revelts in East Europe, those

9" Internotional Secislism, No. 100, July, 1071, is

opening a specinl discussion' on the theory of state-

capitalism. Michpel Kidron pralses Tony CUHf to .the

-skies as if he orginated the theory, never once men-

tioning Raya Dunayevskaya who had made the study of
the “Nature of the Russlan Economy” from original
sources as well 83 working ont the theory neacly a full
decade bofore the appearance of the book by Tony ClIf.
At (hiz-late stage ho has discovered that state-capitalism
{5 a world stage. In introducing the discussion, the IS
editorial is even more absurd both in its clalms and its
oproness as it finally gots around to admitting that “it
neglected the massive reality of the oppression of wom-

en and everything it involved~the whole gamut of sex-’

ual politics.” How long before we can expect an acknowl-
edgement that the state-capltalist theory, as originally
developed in the U.S. in 1841, not only refused to be'
Jimited to the “Russizn Question”, showing it was a
new world stage, but proceeded both to relate it to
the dinlectic of Alienated Labor, and to single out Wom-
en 13 a revolutionary force that was Reason zs well?
Too many, in Old and New left alike outdo even capi-
talist jdeclogues bath In one-sidedness in writing his-
lory, and wholesale revision in rewriting it.

“reported and those unreported, that have besn

continuous for two long decodes, Moreover, the
latest 1976 revolt in Poland has revealed that
its dissidents, far from being mainly intellectuals,

are mocaively proletarion, . °

When fayriod crises beset eoch country and
the world as o whole, it may be pointless to try 1o
single out which ona will expiode first. But one
thing is sure. The Middle East is riot the enly one,
though it may Be the most immediote one, It may

" also come from the Panoma  Conal Zone, After

all, that is a pure case of 19th century “in par-
multy" tmperiofizm. tt is there whors there have
n many revelts, and at this imoment, it hos the
UN also on itz side to try to end thot vengeful,
endless imperiolism,. . - . :

For West Europe to glory In its being the key
to the internutional situation means allowing the
U.S. to continue its neglect of Latin America o
the point where, rot the Secretary of Stote, but
Mrs. Carter, loudly calling the President “'Jimmy,*
delivers the final snub of indifference. In teuth,
it is neither the Middls East nor Latin Americo;-
neither Suropa nor Djibouti-Ethiepia, which is
likely %o have tha deepest, long-range effect of
all the globol crises this year. It is the death of
Mao Tse-tung and the conseguent reorgonization
of Chinese planning to mora rapid industriulixa-
tion and new weoponry that leoms as mest »ig-
nificant. It is no occident that about the last per-
son Moo arranged to see {and Huo sew just a
few days ofter Mao's death) was Schilesinger, who
was most against Russion detente and most “'for”

medomizing Chinece weoponry,

Whatever de-Mogization is to develop now,
abolition of the Sino-Soviet conilict is not ore of
those “principles.” The border incidents in 1969-,
70 that nearly cotapulted into'an outright Russo-
Chinese war encouraged U.S. imparialism to learn
to take advange of that conflict it so long hed
ignored, In the midst of the Vietnam War, Kissin-
ger-Nixon taught the U.S, to.take f:ll imperialist
advantage to get beth Russid and China to help
the US. get. cut of the Viethamese, Wadr on its
terms. U.S. imperialism was appreciative of such
collaboration becauss ot the very moment, the in-
ternal anti-Victnemese War movement ond Black/
Revolution in the U.S. were shaking it up so mas- -
sively that it couldn’t possibly have won without

Russo-Chinese aid! -

Naturally post-Mao China's present prepar~ .
edness to intervane in a global way is not a motter
of it being “for” the West, but of its aims that
China itself become a global power, Russio, to it,
is “Enemy Mo. 1'“ and this concept (which be-
come dominant during the_ Cultural Revolution)
is the one solid piece of Maocism they a!l odhere
to. This has already ted to such fantastic counter-
revolutionary positions as to be very nearly with
South Africa in opposition to the MPLA'S victory
of Angolan independence with Russiaon-Cuban
help. ‘While colling the Cubans “‘mercenaries,”
Chino did nothing short. of opposing 1he Portu-

. guese Revolution to the paint of being for NATO,

Such imperialist collaboratisn Schlesinger nat-
urally prefers to detente with Russia, This is the
some Schlesinger who, as Secretary of Defense, -
gave the go-signal both for the neutron bomb and
B-T bomber, and who is ‘now head of the new
totalitarian monstrosity called Energy Research
and Development Administrotion, 1t is necessary, .

_ therefare, to take another look ‘at the N-bomb,

keeping in mind also the sneoky adumbrated one-
liner, in the 1978 budget for ERDA (Energy Re-
search and Development Administration) in which

it was cited: “"“W70 Mod 3 Lonce Enhanced ‘Radi-

ution Warhead;” !f doomsday weopons con thus
be slighted over, if Russia can shout to the skles
that it is not thay but the U.5, that is in over its
head with death-ray experimentations—even as
we found some 15 years ofter the event thot the
CiA planted germ warfare in New York subways .
ond other such “foreign” places—what fear need
we have of o "foreign’ enemy? The enemy is
right here; it.is our exploitative, racist rulers.

ill. Dialectics of Liberation: *Ultra-Left-
ism,” Apartidarismo, and the Politicaliza-
tion of New Forces of Revolution as Reason

The Rolitical-Philosophic Letters actually bo-
gan in the special January-February, 1976, Nows
& Lotters, with “Will the Revolution in Portugal
Advance?” By no accident, our activities likewise




-expanded Internationatly. and nationally and not
only In class struggles with the ARA women

workers or 'with Black stfuggles ond in all strike

actions, but also in unscheduled pubiications—
MNuw Esfan and Sexism, Politics eF:ul Ravolution
in Mao's Chine .", . that will actually initiote
new actlvitles this year, again both nationally
and Internotionslly. The new internotionol” rela-
tions estoblished from. England to Portugal, and’
fram‘!toly to Mexico, moy also extend to China,
. :'c: whlchlsuf'.jact wehwm r;tu’;n as we formulate
2 conclusion at the en '
S ey aiion of our Perspectives,

. Becouse politicalizotion had, in the hands of
tha Old Left, meant vanguardism and program-
hatching, we have kept away from the very word.
{t is high time not to fet “the vanguard party to
load" apprepricte the word, politicalization. The
rturn is to its originel meaning in. Marx’s naw
continent of thought ac the uprooting of the capi-
l'ulugie state, its withering away, vo that new hu-
manist forms Like the Porli Commune, 1871,
emerge. Marx himself was so non-vonguardist
that, though “his first Inturational had dissolved
- itself, he hailed the roilroad strikes soraading
throughout the U.S, (climaxed by the 1877 S,
uis (.S'eneral Strike), as both an elemental "post
festum o the First Workingmen’s Intersational
Association, and paint of origin for a genuine
workers’ party, 10 ' :

. MNaturally, this does rot mean living in the
i%th sentury, Rather, iis recreation for our day
Is rooted in what hos been original with us from
-the start, i.e, 1953, when, of ong ond t5a same
time, we broke through on the Absolute Idza as
a'movement from practice, ond on actual erup-
tiorr—the very first revolition from under totoli-
tarian Communism-—did occur in East Germany.
Both movements, in thought and in practice
compélled o working out of 50 new a relotion-

ship of theory to practice; that, with'it, come the .

task’ of singling out new forces of revofution gs

“well as uneauivecally articuloting those forces of -

. fovolution themselves as Reason, instecd of the
come-from-cbove vanguardist party “'to ' lend.”

. Though to most vthers in the U.S, the 19505 was

o . {Contloued

" {10) Morx's statement, dated July 35, 1877, is to be

- found on page 42 of Then and Now: On the 100th An.

'gl"le?';“\? of lh; nFirstB Gﬁnenl Strike In the US., by
7y Moon and Ron Brokmeyer,

New arson, and , eyer,lrecentls_r published by

on Fage 12)

the quiescent decade with its own "beat genero-
ition,” while women, ot best, were looked ot only
if they "made it"” in a man’s world, we singlad
out women as one of the forces of revolution,
along with Blocks, labor and youth. From this
followed. not only. activities in struggles at the
point of praduction as well os in cil freedom
movements, but brenkinp with the concept of
"vanguard porty to lead’” as well as all preroge-
tives of elitist leadership, Not only was News &
Letters established os the forum for voices from
below, but we chose as its editor a Block produc-
tion worker, Charles Denby, and as West Coast
editor another production worker, this time white,
Felix Martin. While the principle of decentrali-
zotion is carried throughout the paper, there is
no division between theory and practice, as both
are integral to the poper ond its readers-writers.
Though, by cheice, we ore not a Party, but o Com-
mittee, we are active participonts with a unique
Marxist-Humanist philosophy in all class struggles
as well as Block revolts, in Women’s Liberation
as well os onti-war movements. (See Kent State
article, p.9.) The intensification of these struggles
this year gees hand-in-hand with the internation-
alization of Philosophy and Revolution — Portu-
guese, {talian, Japonase ond German editions will
be published this Fall and next Spring, The Spon-
ish edition is just off the press (see od this page).
- When compored to the turbulent decade of
the 19260s, the 19705 secmed at first to be a come-
down, practically like the “quiescent” 1950c—so0
ouch 5o thai even the overthiow of the fascist
dictatorship in Portugal in 1974 was at the be-
ainning. looked on as if it wera no more than the
substitution of "democraric’’ capitalism for foscist
capitalism. With the overthrow of Spincla, how-
ever, not to mention the world economic crises of
1973, the whole of the Left, Old and New, flocked .
into Portugal in recognition that a new age of rev-
olutions had started. . S -
- Tha shock of racognition, moreover, was to
the new, to the-foct that samething revolutionary
was hoppening ot one and the some time, in
Europe and Africa. From Guinea-Bistau, Mozam-'

- bique, -and.. Angola, new inl_em_cli_i_annl‘-rel_#ior_!s

were estoblished, . .
~From Portugal a new word-was borh, oparti-
dorismo (non-partyism),; a new philesophy articu-
lated of freedom in o new orgorizationgl form,
with' totally new “elemental revolutionary ; forces.
The non-partyism was' no abberatlon awdy from
the need of organization. Rather it was o rejec-
tion of the vonguardism’ that has destroyed so
many revolutions' — and not only by totuelitarian
Communism, but olss by the elifism that stifled
revolutions evan bafore they salf-developed. - '
The foct that the Portuguese counter-revolu-
tion of Nov. 25, 1975, could not, could not fully
destroy the ongoing . revolution, the rethinking in
the country, as well os in the world. Left, shows
that it is not just o question of ¢ word, apartidar-
ismo, but o matter of focing anew the relation-
ship of spontanaity to organization, of theory to
practica, of philesophy to rovelution, -~ -
The internationcl event this yeor that made -
the greotest impression in the U.S. because of its
offinity to the Black Revolution here -is Soweto,
From Soweto came the most profound and.most.
cruciol Black Revolution in the most virulent
racist regime in the world—apartheld South Afri-
ca. High schoal youth, who read Frontz Fanon
ond Martin Luther King, look more to the Black
Revolution in America than even to the revolu-
tion that started so new a global decade with the




19405’ revolutions in West and East Africa, 1t is
this reiation to the Black Revolts here that gives
a totally new aspect to the Black Revolution in
the U.5, Though it seemed to have stopped, it oc-
tually continued in o new form, trying not only
to do, but to think, and o work out the very
same type of relationship of philasophy to revolu-

ticn as is characteristic ot, on the one hand, Por--

tugal, and on the other hand, China.

It is this which mekes our tosks oll the more
urgent, because the time that is runaing out is
for capitolism, the time thot is coming is for o

-tatal uprocting of that which is. With thaot in
mind, we projoct the following tasks {all of which
Cwill )be fully developed in the Orgonixetion Re-
port):

@ First, a new pamphlet, Frantz Fanon, Soweto,
and American Black Thought. The publication
date is ta be April, 1978, April is important to
African Liberation, which from the start actually

meant Black Revolution in the U.S,, in the Carib- -

bean, os well os in Africg. The draft of the pam-
phiet will not only be avoilable for discussion at
the Plenum to non-members as well as members,
but, far from being “literature”, it will be a basis
-for new octivities with othur groups,

_#Secondly, new internationoi relotions must be
.turther concrenzed, ond not oniy for Eurcpe and
Africa, but with China. The good beginning that
was established in 1964 has clearly had its rami-
fications into the 1970s. .

v

- chopter from Marxism and, Freedom, on “The
Challenge of Mao, Tse-tung”’, has come the chap-
ter on “The Cultural Revolution'’—published by
an anarchist group, The ‘70s, which compiled
“"Ultra Left"” writings in The Revclution is Dead—
Long Live the Revolution. The most oxciting parts
of thot book are the voices from mainland China.
itis clear thot ever since the Cultural Revolution,
many of the Chinese youth took Moo ot his word

_that-it was "right to rebal,” that the Party head-

. quarters must “‘be bomborded,” and “capitalist

" roaders” stopped.. from introducing Russian “re-
visionism’’, and instead, have the Paris Commune
put into practice. The foct that Moo and his Little

:Red Book promptly declared the Sheng-Wu-Lien

yltrg-left”” and impriscned its. lecder ., simply

- 'drove the movement underground, but did not
stop its further development. Quite the contrary.
_They arose ggain duting the anti-Confucius, anti-
Lin Pioo campaign, and ance more in the spon-
‘toneous mass demonstration in Tien An Men

Square April 1976. The fact that many of these-

youth have o passion for a phiiosophy of liberation

as well as octual liberation opens the debate on®

on altogether new level.

To this end came our two unscheduled pam-

phlets, The first—Mew Essays—has not merely

“‘updated’’ Philosophy and Revelution with the

{11) An Interview with an “ultra-Leftist” published in
Undergrad, No. 15, 197475, and republished in The
Revolutlon is Dead—Loag Live the Revolutlon (p.245),
states thut “Yang Hsi Kwang's ‘Whither Chinu?' hud
brought tim 20 yeurs of imprisonment and actually no
one really knows whether he was alive or dead.”

Along with the translation into Chirese of the

essay on “‘Hegel's Absolute idea As New Begin-
ning”, but made its entry into the battle of ideas
in o new field. The essay, “Leon Trotsky As Man
and As Theoreticion”, anticipates the §00th an-
niversary of Leon Trotsky's birth in 1979, with o
more challenging balance sheet thun Trotskyists, .
orthodox -and split, can evar meet, for it relotes
Morx's “New Humanism® with the revolutionary

- philosophy of our day thot opened up with the

Hungarion Revolution,

The other unscheduled publicotion, Sexism,
Paolitics and Reveluticn in Mao’s China, which the
Women's Liberation, News & Letters Committee
brought out, not only meets the challenge of the
most current event—the fall of Chiong Ch'ing—
but raises the questions left unanswered by the
Women's Liberation movements today, Marxist
as well aos onti-Marxist, apolitical as well as
merrictly” ferninist, This, likewise, will aid in the
establishment of relations with Chinese revolu-
tionaries.

&Thirdly, nothing is more urgent in this neu-
tron bomb age than the continuity with what was
Mancd's new continent of thought and the discon-’
finuity with all attempts to degrade Marx’s Hu-
moanism as well as Lenin's philosophic reorganiza-
tion to ne more than @ factic for vanguardisis’
narrowing of the global crises to some sort of
we farcesiaiisrn, cupliolststyls, (o3 in sho.case
with thz Trotskyisr Ernest Mandel's “introduc-
tion* to a beautiful new translation of Marx's
Capitol. This sets another task, the British-Amer-
ican decision to publish a joint pamphlat, Morx's
Capital and Today's Global Crisos. This. will be
introduced by Harry McShane and will reproduce
the four chapters on Capital from MAarxism and
Freedom, placed in the context of o critical analy-
sis of the presenr global crises by Raya Dunayev-
skaya. o ) LT

" @Finally, we can under no circumstances fimit
ouir opposition to the neutron bomb to analyses,
but must undertake octivities with ol other move-
mants wanting to make sure that the rulers are
not permitted to really set off thot nuclear-holo-
zaust, be it with neutron bombs or cruise missiles
or deoth rays or whetever insanities the exploita-
tive, racist, sexist rulers devise for purposes of
single world control to put an’end to civilization
o:z- we have known it. In that respect, nothing is
more Important than continued proletarianiza-
tion as well as maintaining and expanding News
& Letters, which has olwoys been a forum for all
volces from below, as well as theoretical develop-

. ment not isolated from proletorian voices.Becduse

we fecl confident that our readers feel this tame
urgency, we ure appeoling te chem to help us
raire this yeor the borest minimum — $75,000
— for the Mews & Letters Sustoining-Organizing-

..t o Moo
CUNIBIINIY & teae s — — oo

. The new urgency, for work here as well os

internationolly, demands the working out of such
a new relationship of philesophy to revolution
that its very philosophic articulotion as well os

the elemental revoits. from below wili produce

totally new organizational forms with which to
realize sociclism on truly human foundations.

—The Resident Editorial Board

June 28-July 17, 1977




