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THE TATI AMERICAY WL ISHD REVOLUTIO!S
Dear Friends,

Of the more than two dozen talks I gave on this éprinr_:;'a lecture téur
-- renging from “Gramsci's FPhilosophy of Praxis va. Durccommmicm" to "PFrantsz
Fanon, Soveto and American Black '.['110u§h.'h“; and frcm YRosa Iuxemburg and Toéay'.s
Vomen's Liberation l‘:évement“ to "Today's Global Crisis, Marx's Capital and the
Epigones Who Try To Trimcate It = the té.ll: that produced til_a most probiﬁg
discussipn vas the one glven at Califomin State University on "the Iatin Am-
erican Unfinished Revolutions: Wihere To Hext?" This vas due to the fact that .
the diseussion on it transformed the question, "Whers To lext?", from one of
"programs and tactics," as was the case heretefore, to one of nethodolegy and

a philosophy of revolution. -

The Cuban Revolution Before end After Russin's Mntry

In the 1960s the discussions around the Iiew Divide — the Cubah Revolu-
tion -— were nearly totally uncritical both because of the great enthusiaam
over its success against_ both Batlsta and that goliath $0 miles from its shore,
U.8. imperialism, and'because of the hope that 1% would initiate o new age of
revolutions on no less than & tri~continental Third “orld rahga. But the new
question posed in the 19705 vas: How could it be that Cuba w—- which made its
revolution Ly its ovm force and its ovm Reason vhich Tidel had declared to be
Yhumani st (1) — W8 Nouw 80 blatantly teilendiat to Russia, globelly, as to wos
declare Bthiopla a "land going toward socinlism" and oppose the Eritrean lib-
eration struggle Fidel had so long championed? '

This is not 10 say that those nov asling that question had oppesad the
Cuban Revolution when it first took place., Ouite the contrary., They had op-
rosed eny who dared question a single acpect of 1t, vihether that wae the trans-
formation of guerrilla warfare into Ihe univercal for uprooting any and all
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clags socleties, or Cuba's relationship to Russian Commmism, DBut now one
African ealled the Cubans "mercenuaries," and I strongly objectod to the des~
igration, explaining that, no doubt if I were Sritrean, I could easily sound
as l’'aolst as those vho declare Rucsia to be "Dmemy Ilo, 1," but {hat choosing
the "leagser ovil' has alvays brought to the fore tiie greater evil, be it U.S.
inperialism or Russian,

The young man replied that, first, he vas not Eritrean, but Jthiopian;
and that a genuwine sceial revolution is exacily vhat the liberation sjtn:gg}.eé
within Ethiopia aimed at, as against Col. Hengistu. But, continued the
young man, the truth is alveys conerete, and, concretely, the Cubans are not
revolutionaries but couwniar-revolutictaries in Ethiopla. (2)

Third ‘.'.’orld—j.sm and "Dependency Theoriesg"

Yhere, in the 1960s and early '70s, discussions in. the Left centered
(3) today discussion is aramd the unfinished
nature of all Third itorld revolutions, That im to eay, previously U,S5, im-
perialism alone vas held to be the encmy, its tentacles so massive that, it

uad concludsd, thers vias no substentive native cepltalist clzas, and there-

aromd "Dependency Theories,"

fore the class struggle road to revolution wao inapplicable in ‘the under-
developed countries. Today, Third Yorld-ism is declared io’ be sheer
iguphoria,! CO

This particular pspect of the discussions was induced by Gérard
Chaiiand's Rovolution in the Third World., It is by ne means a work by some
reactimary outsider, but a Teft "participmit-ohaerver“ a3 he rightly des-
igmates himself, It is true he is not a Marxist, and is so enti-Teninist
ey to often hyphenate Lcnin's_name with Stalin's, Moreover, he disregards
totally the global extension of the theory of revolution to the Orient by
"non-party messen," developed by ILenin in the Thesec on the Haticnal .
Question at the 1920 Commmist International Congrass,end other writings
that flowed from it. (5) ‘hen Chaliand does speak of the relevance of
Ienin's view to the underdevdoped countrics of our era, he seems 10 skip a
near half-century of fundamentml changos in the world, especiaily Mao'a
transformation of Lenin's coneept of proletarian and peasant revolution into

guerrilia wars, thet Moo decignated as fpgople's wars® in which he-accepted
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"patriotic" capitalist naticnaliets. To cap it all, ¢halland entitles the
cerucial section "The Leninist Buréaucracy and Foreign Tuliey: China Since
the Cultural Revolution'!

Yevertheleoss, for today'é ILeft, Chzliand speaks as an "insider," 2
Leftist who had been a prominent exponent of Third trorld-iem and who llived
with revolutionaries in the field — in Iatin America, in’the Falestinien
Resistence Movement, and in the jungles of Africa, 1% 1s this that makes
Chaliend!s book e serious contribution to the present discucsion of vhat 4o
do nov that the revolutions in the Third “forld have remnined wafinished,

lie ensvers wnequivocally with vhat he calls “guerrills Inflation:
The Foco Theory as & Theory of Failure," He ghovis that, i’:l.rst. the only
peasant and urban guerrillas thzt had any success vere those that vere
soclal as well as national stm{r.glea, that is to say, clase battles.
Secondly, ke now acknovledges that "the most importent wealness is the conw
" ceptual" (p.179). In a word, vhere in-the 19605 and early 1708, activism
vas about the only guideline -— whetaer that concemed Cuba, Africa, and
the hiddle East, or whether that related to the industrialized countries.
especlally I rance', tay 1968 ~= Chaliand concludeq that, both to understand
shat heppened and to sec 'hhe d:.rection vie are neading, objec'bivelv md aub-

-Jectively. vie can no longer evada the "conceptual n

The Theorctic Void and Tro*g_]ﬂ am’'in mtin A:nerica

Un:fartmately, far from drawing the "eonceptual to a 1ogica1 con=
ciusion as a total philosoph,y of liberation, Chaliand wimself reduces 1t to
gpoial and politioal terrain," which is hardly more than protskylst para-:
phanelia, though he rejecta Trotsky's theory of permancnt. rovolutlion. As
for the- ciaimant, J. FPosadas, sdying he is the peal" Tourth International,
by twisting the theory of permenent revolution not only to glve "primacy®
to the colonial revolutions, but actually élevating thet as the "orld
Development of Permament Revoluticn," 3% &1l adds up to the theoretic void

in the Movement, be it on the part ol “the Mlew Left‘)‘ or the Trohsryists,
7

and whether they be new claimanis or torthodox."

rhus, though Posadas' positlon vas rejected by the torthodox! frot-
skyiats, or vhat is now called the United Secretariat of the Pourth Inter-
national, there certeinly were no fundamental differences in the uneritlcal
hailing of the Cuban Revolution, not just as a pagnificent blow to U.Se
imperinlism, but as nothing short of "the rappart of the world revolution."
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This otatement by thel> present specialist on Iatin hmerica, Livio Maitan,

waz not part of the cuphoria of the 19603, but came gight long years afier

the 1962 Cuban miceile crisis vhich mode it clear that it vas net only Ken-
nedy but Khrushehev vho was carrying on a global-national imperialiom with-
out any regaxd for Cuba.

Vaiten's etatement, morcover, was made two years after the Yorthodox!
Protalgyists had rejected the Tatin American deviant Trotslylst Huge Gonzales
Koscoso when ne proclaimed: "But the guerrilla struggle in Bolivia, in
spite of the death of Commandante Guevera, in spite of the blows, continued
te be the only wey out of the economic and political crisis of this coun-
try. It is the duty of revolutionaries in Bolivia and Latin America, 28
the Partido Cbrerc Revoluclonario (POR) sees it, to support the present
guerrilla struggle, strengthening it, making it come out of its isolaton,
jo:{n.’m" it to the movement of the masses "in the cities and in the mines,

- and brin%ing sbout the pa.r'bicipation of the peasautry as the Tightling

foroe,M

M&itan'a rhetoric was ubtered J’an. 3G, 1970, uhereupon new Mai-han's
"Balance Sheet! ° feils to mentiol one word of the Unlted Sceretamt'
wprineipled shifting genemlimt:.on —_— from Cube being "mmrw*" to r‘n_ba
being tailender to Russia — during the 15 years (1963-1978) he is Mpalan—
ging out" on Iatin America in general ‘and Cuba in. particular, And yet no
topic demands a more critical balance sheet than the Trotskyists! respon-
aibility ‘for the unfinished neture of Tatin American revolutions. After
gll, as far back as 1952, Polivia had a nationnl end social revclution, in
which thre Trotalryists played a leading role, They heve learmed 1ittle from-
their popular frontism, which only raved the vay for retrogrezsion. That
the failure to face that question assures the.repetition of laying the
groumd for even more iraglc failures was ceen as recently as 1371, vhen
+ho new eusheria over Allende's victory led them to issue the call fora
ngingle Yarxist Party of the Masces" through the merger of the Soclalist,
Communis, and Trotslyist Parties.

Even nov, when they blame Fidel for not having been eritical anough
of Allendels reformism, not to mention. %toially tailending Russian Commmiem
- 4n Africa, ‘the Trotslylsts can find nothing sharper to accuse Fidel of than
Vempiricism on the question of gialiniem."
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Lt is not empivioism that is'the quostion. It is the oritical, dote
erminant ~— the class nabure, the sapitalist ciass nature, of Stalinism,
which is, after ali, but the Rusoiun name for the world phenomensn of our
age: state-capitelisn,.

ind it is the blindness to thié reality which ansures contintted Trot-
sk_yist tallending of Commniem. 7o repeat it more sucecinctly: the "ortho-
dox" Trotakylst rhetoric about Cuba belng "the rampart of world revolution"
was uttered three years after the death of Ché revealed that morve serious
than the failure of foco-ism or "the sarty to lead” was the total isolelion
from the masses. Ché  himself expressed 1t this way in his diery: "not
one peasant hao yet Joined the guerri'lla group,"

Yarx's Theory of Revolution, and S1lvio Frondizi

1% in this, just thié, vhioh males imperative the return to Marx's
theory of revolut:l:on as mases in motion demanding new hu'mn relationships,
bepinning with a_ﬁew relationship of theory to pradtice rooted in. the move-~
ment from practice, The specifie te‘rrain of Iatir America brought to my
nind the development of the Argentinian revolutionary, Silvio Frondizi, On
the' eve of the Tirgt revolts from imder Russian totelitarianism — the June .
1953 uprising in Fast Germany —- Irondizi Began a new type of digging into
the ‘brigms of larx's nev continent of thought )e called a "now Humani sm, "
Frondizi viote: ' ' : -

"The recent publication of the Economic~Fhilosophic Hanuseri ts
of 1844 and of The German Ideolopy serves to illuminate many ime
‘portent amspects of dlzlectical materialism, maliing urgent and ine
dispensable a new study of theory that would take into. account
the humanism in them and in The Holy Femily, The Jewish Question,
the introduction to the Critigue of Hopel's Fhilosophy of Right,
as viell as the later oconomig vorks thet, far from contradicting

- the philosophical principles affirmed in the early works .4, il~
«Juminate and enrich them," ' . : '

Silvio Frondizi wes a serious Marxist, an activist. In a land where
the Lef+ confusedly hoped nfter Vorld War IX that Peron mizhi be an effeg-
tive force against 1.8, impordslizs, Frondizi had inatead, by the 1950s,
organized a group tc serjously study dialectios and print Narxist atudies
in Argentina, - ) ' .

In the early 1960s, Frondizi moved tovard accepting the theory of
state-capitnliam, (I append part of my correspondsnce with him vihen he
vag translating Marxism and Freedom, (10) ) It io true that the pull of
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the Cuben Revolution vas too much Tor Prondizl to resist; he took an werlit-
ical position towards that revelution. DIy 1966, the most tragie aspect,
globa.l].}", of Cuba'n moving avay from revolution, was Cuba's taﬂeﬁding Stal-
iniem in the approval of Russia'ls coumter-revoluti opary crushing of Frague
Spring, 1968, For that matter, Independent tehdencies, 1like Drotekyism,
that did, "on iheir ovm," support Czech resistance, vere keeping (iuiet at
the Tricontinental Congress on thet very question, as 1¥f East DBurope yvas

on a different planet.

Lioreovca;', it wasn't only the Third Torld countries thot remained cold
to "sociclism v :|.1:h a humen fece" in 1968, So sure was the revolutionary
youth movement in France that they cuuld Ymake it" (a social revolution)
wiithout any digging deep in order to work out & now .e;.ation;hip of theory
Yo practice, maintaining that theory, as Cohn-Bendit had put it, eouid be
pieled up "en route," that c"echo:slovakia wae left bleeding alone, HNoi oy
that, Cuba remained very mach unblemiahed to the "Hew Left"; indecd, the -

- ettitude to sharp revolutionary eriticism of Cuba in those years was as if
the_eritice viere pariahs who are never there "when the revolution needs .
them, "

" What'the 19701 brought forth that vias3 new is ‘ny no means limited to
'bhe oupa'r'l on raiged hy the E"'hionian student at California Slate Univerai‘ty
on Cuba's role in ‘thiopia. “Quite’ the centrary, ..'ha-t: is new are the new
groups tha.t are appeaxd.ng fron the Left, who vant to see vith eyes of’ today
_the past two decades that would not separate the Iatin Americax struggles
from those in a3zt Europe, or: the Black Revolution in. -t:he U,5. from ‘the
present struggle in South Africa, ox new claas strugeles in West Furope
from the so-called "iltra-Tefts" in Chine, much less allow Women's Iibera-~
tion to be relegated 'l:o"‘tli’é'day after" the revolution, The nev is that the
struggles nmst be considered as a totalitg, and as a totality from which
vould emerge nev begimings.

] I+ is on this question, precisely, that Frondizi siill hao & great deal
to contribute, The Argentinian fascists who murdered Silvie Trondizi on Sept.
27, 1974 could not kill those nevi beginnings,. (11) Tew diaiogues have been
opened vhich nmust be continued, whether it be on the question of a total
rhilosophy of liberation that would not allow philosophy end ravolution to be
separated, much less be taken out of global context, or whether it be on the
strategy of foco=iam, or genuine proletarion revoluiion, I trust that this

is but the beginning of o dislogue wi.t.h_th-e new Latin Americen revolutionaries,

55 19 Raya Durayevslieyn
| Detroit, Michigan




[FOOTNOTES
(1) See Fidel's spesech, summer 1959:

"Standing between the two political and economic ldeclogles or
positions being debated in the world, we are holting our oun posi-
tions, e have named it humanism,.., The tremendous problem faced
by the world is that i1t has been placed in a position where it must
choose between capitelism, which starves people, and communism, which
resolves economic problems but suppresses the liberties so greatly
cherished by man, Both Cubans and latin Americans cherish and
foster a revolution ihat may meet thelr material needs without sac-
rificing those llberties ..., this is a humanistic revolution, be-
cause it does not deprive man of his essence, but Holds him as its
basic aim, Capitalisa sacrifices man; the Communist state, by its
totalitarian concept, sacrifices the rights of man .... this reve-
lution is not red, but olive-green, for olive-green is proclsely our
color, the color of the revolution brought by the rebel army from
the heart of the Sierra Maestra," .

( reproduced in The New Left Review, Jan,~Feb, 1961)

(2) Srsnor First revealed Cuba’s participation in Ethlopla this Merch. See
also the Lond.op Ceonordst report reproduced in the Toronto Globe and PMail,

Hay 6, 1978,

(3) See latin Ancrican Perspectives, No, 11, Fall 1976, especially the fol-
lowing two articles: "Dependency Theory and Dimensions of Imperialism" by
Timothy F. Harding, and "Amerlcan Underdevelopment: An Interpretive Essay
on Historical Changs" by Frederick 5. Weaver, ' '

Ell-)- See Revolution in the Third World: liyths and Prospects by Gérard Chaliand
-{Fow Yoxk: viking fress, 1977} : _ :

(5) See my analysis of those Theses in relationship to the African Revolu-
_tions of our day in Netionglism, Communism, varxist-Humanism and the Afro-
Asian Revolutions , . .

(6) See my analyels of Debray, Ché and Castro®s foco theory in Part III
of Philosophy and Revolution, "Economic Reality and the Dlalectics of Libera~
tion," especially pp. 276-278. '

For the development of this analysis ccnsult the follovwing articles in
Nows & Letterss "Cuba's Revolution Highlights iass Unrest in Latin Amerlca,”
Lead) Feb, 1959; "Cuba Jolts State Depariment Domination of Latin Amerlca,"
(Lead) Jan, 1960; "The Cuban Revolutiont The Year ATter," (Two Worlds) Dec,
1960; "The Kennedy Administration and Casiro’s Cuba," {(Editorial) May 1961;
"Kennedy's Nuclear Spectacular: Testing, Blackmailing, and brainwashing,"
(Two iorlds) March 1962; “Kennady and Khrushchiav Bring the tdorld Closs to
the Point of No Return,” (Editorial) and "Ideology and Revolution: A Study
in Vhat Happens After,.." (Two llorlds) Nov, 1962: as well as the Nov. 1967
lditorial on the death of Ché Guevara ard the critique of Debray's Reveolution
in the Revolution (Two liorlds) Harch and April, 1966,

See also. the following Political Letters: “Preliminary Statement on
Crisis Over Cuba," written withln hours of hearlng news reporis of the Bay
of Pigs invasion, April 22, 1961; and "larxist-Humanisn vs, the U,S. Block=-
ade of Cuba, the Russian Missile Bases There, Fidel Cactro's 'Selective' Farty,
All Playlng with Nuclear Holocaust," Oct. 25, 1962, All of these artlcles are
included in the Raya Dunayovskaya Collection on deposit with the lUalter Reuther
Iibrary Labor History Archives, Uayne State University, Datxoit, Hi, 48202,

and avallable on mierofilm,
iy
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(?) The innumerable splits in Trotskyism were nowhare more hybrid than in
letin Amorica, See Trotsityianm i latin Ameriss by Aobert J, Alexandar
‘(Stanford: Hoover institute, 1973), which is a fairly corprehensiva recerd,
marred, however, by sucHlempirical approach and a fallure to comprehend the-
oretical divislons that some "facts" just aren't, while other real facts,
:;.:zh as the theoxy and groupings of state-capltalism, ave not recorded at

(8) Quoted in Trotskyism in latin America, p. 150.

(9) See "After the Defeats in Latin America” by Livio Maltan in Intercon-
tinental Press, April 10, 1978,

(10) Now avallable ir Spanish: Marxismo y libertad (México: Juan Pablos,
1976) and Filosoffa y revolucién (México: Siglo XXI, 1977). In the Special
Introduction to the Mexican editicn of Marxismo y libertad, I state that:

“"The United States revolutionary intellectual cannot but be
desirous of showing the other America than that of U,S, cap-
italism which has so unmitigated an imperial record in Latin
America, whether that be the Amertcan-Mexican War of 1846-48
which took away so much of Mexico's land, or the occupaticn of
the ;Panama Canal Zone which U.S5, imperialism to this day dares -
rule in perpetuity, or the neo-fascist coup in Chile which the -
Hixon Administration, sver since 1970, did so much to finance,
arm’and inspire ,., .

"Each generatlon mests the challenge of the times or fades
into oblivion, No one can be under the illusion that our
epoch marks the type of turning point in history where his- -
toxy falls to turnm, On the contrary, Procisely because of
the politleal-philosophic meturity of our age,. the.movement
these past twoe decades from practice that is itself a form of
theory, we can meet this challenge, provided we return to the
Humanism of Marxism and the new dialectlcs of liberation Lenln
worked out on the eve of 1917, on the level of the new in our

epoch,”

{11) See News & letters, Nov, 1974; both for further quotations from Fron-

" dizi, and ah "In Memoriam" article which states:

"Having just lost its fascist head, Peron, Argentina now wobbles
between open civil war and total fascist barterism. At present,
Mme, Percon’s goon squads are doing in extra-legal fashion what
they dere not yet do legally end openly: exterminate their op-
position, Thera is no questlion that the violence now wracking
the southern end of South America, including Brazil. Uruguay,
Argentina and Chile, is part of an attempt tc prevent the Latlin
American revolutlon from completing its 1links. A pro-fasclst
combination of military forces, oligarchs, U.S. imperialists
and CIA ferret out left-wingers and independents, then tor-
ture and assassinate them,"” :
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APPERDIX

Bxecrpts from
LN EXCHAuGE OF CORRMSPONDEnCs 4ITH SILVIU FRONDIZI

Buenos fires
. liarch 23, 1963

Duzr hiss Dunzyevskaya:

ess I want to tell you that I'm very interested in the Spanish transla-
tlon of your book because I hope it will turn out a success, I am willing to
undertake this and I think the publication may ineclude all the appondices you
would decide, Although we have the original of the "Political-and rconcmic
Jganifesto", and its #nglish, Italian and Spanish translations, I think it is
always interesting to -consider a new version, e also have the French and
Italian editions of the "Lenin's Philosophi. Notebooks", but we haven't the )
+ Spanish translation of'these., Your pamphlet "Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-
Humanism and the Afro-Asian Hevolution" may be included in cur publication
too, - : ‘ .

I'1l have all our zaterials sent to you as soon as‘possible, except
those which are out of primt., You will advise that some of them are not in
fashion, but you may take the opportunity to krows what have we donc as yet,

ﬁa shall take it our business to do whatever you suggest about this mat-
ter and to begin a regular exchange of materials,.

I'1l be hoping to hear from &ou soon and.I should like to meet you here -
for in<person discussion betwsen us, .

Most truly youxrs,
Silvio Frondizi

Detrolt
April 2, 1963

Deax Dr. Frondizi: )

. eea I think it would be an excellent idea to include the pamphlet on
the Afro-Aslan Revolutions because all nf this doea apply to Latin America
as well as ‘o Africa, I 2 including herewith one of the letters on Africa
that I had written when I was there, plus the pamphlet. uUnder osparota naver
we will also send you all of our other publications,

Hill you wrlte a special introduction for the Latin American ediiion?
I cextainly hope so and I too will wish to write a special preface, I will
not comment on the trip because I don't see it ae an immediate possibllity,
unfortunately, because of the cost, o doubt, howaver, hy the time the book
has been translated, I hope to be there, 111l you please infori me what typo
of publisher you have in mind? How long deo you estimate the translation and
the printing will take?

fraternally yours,
saya Dunayevskaya




Detroit
May 29, 1963

Daar Com. Frondizi:

Thank you very much for inseribing yeur LA REALIDAD ARGENTINA te me
and forwarding to us your other books as well as those of your collaborztors,
Harcos Kaplan and Eugenis Werden, It is most exciting to find that in the
Eame two decades -- 1943-1963 ~- in which our ideas were formulated, so were
yours, Wnile, in its main current, the Marxist-Humanism, internationalism
and revolutionary aspirations are on the same ievel -- or, as yeu phrase it
in "Doce Anos de politica argentina, "que aspira a superar las limitaclones
¥ la antitesis del stalinismo y del trotzkismo"-- the different origins and
environnent of the American and Argentinian Marxist-Humanists sheuld also
show themselves, :

What is quintessential is that, finally, after a theoretiec void begun
with the death ef Lenin and never ended, a dlalogue hetween us should begin
on the serious level of bringing out a Spanish edition of MARXISM AND FREEDCHM,
with, I hope, an Intrcduction for the Latin American readers by yourself,
Naturally, at the same time, I will see that your works get read by our peo-
Ple and, while the situation in this country hardly allowe for translation
and publication of your works, I shall certainly iry %o see what I can de.

If you will permit me to call to your attentien the method of my book,

T belisve we will also be able to see wherein the emphasis you have put in
your works differ., Your group impresses me as being sericus and all intellec-
tual; ours is serzous but it is nearly 50 percent proletarian, Hence, while
we have theoretical works like MARXISH AND FREEDOM and the pamphlet en the

. Afro-Aslan Revolutions, and presently the Natlonal Fditorial Board's state-
ment on AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ON TRIAL, we have not snly the unigue combina-
tion of worker and intellectual in the monthly paper, NEWS & LETTERS, but
also such pamphlets written by workers and Negro youih as WORKERS BATTLE
AJTOMATION, FREEDOM RIDERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, ete., It is this concentra-
tion on-letting the workers speak for themselves that has also influenced
the writing of the major theoretical work, as you can ezsily see by the
break in style in Section Two on the American Scene of Part B, "Tha Prob-

. lem of Our Age: State Capitallism vs, Freedom",

This same concentration on the working class® self-azetivity explains
why the re~establishment of the Humanism of Marxism in the United States
dates itseli on the one hand, to the miners! strike against Automatien in
1949-50, and/the East German revolt against Russian totalitarian "norms .of
labor"” in 1953, on the other,

Your concrete theoretical analysis ---whether your own "la Renlidad
Argenting","Doce Anos de politica argentina" and "La Revoluciun Cubana",
or Marcos Kaplan's "Economia Y Politica del Petroleo Arvgentino (1939-1956)
== therefore were of greater value to us than the philesophic siatements,
whether of Rousseau, Lecke, or dlalectical materialism, Thils 1ls not beceuse
philosophy is not of the essence to us as an organization and to the epoch
as an age that must still achleve its revolution, Rather it is because your
latter works trace a philosophic development, in and of 1tself, whereas eur
rhilosophic theses relate directly to the present stage of political and
proletarian development, .
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Let us take, as one example, Humanism. OFf course it can be traced from
Rousseau and surely we come closer yet to iarx through Feuerbach, Ard I agree
with you that Rudolfo liondolfe is surely underesiimated in zurope and not,
known at all in the United States, I remember being impressed with his "Marx
and Marxismo", especially his attack on the current pretendess to FHawvxlism as
against "genulne Narxism which is animated by a deep historical consclousness
and the highest demands for freedom," Nevertheless the stress on Feuwerbach
did not help the Marxism of the late 19th century not to betray nor, which is
more important, Lenin be able to find his way back to the Hezellan dialectic
as self-development, self-activiiy, self-movement and the bumanism that fol-
lowed without breaking with the whole philosophic foundation of the Second In-
ternatlonal, gven in its revolutionary internationalist days, of counterposing
materialism to idealism instead of seeing them as synthesis,

In any case -~ to return to the method of HARXISH AND FREEDOM -- the 1844
Hanuscripts are dealt with, pnot in relationship to eithor Rousseau or Feuer-
bach or, for that matter, the dialectic of the Greeks upon which Marx also
surely depended, but as they arcse in the beginnings of the factory age, Thet
is to say, the Industrial Revoluiion, on the one hand, stimulated the American
Revolution and-English classical political economy with its theory of value;
and, on the other hand,impelled the great French Revolution, the Hegellan
dialectic, and the utoplan socialists and vulgar communists, Out of all these
forces plus the actual class struggles of the 1830s came Marx's Humanist es-
says, the anticipation of the 1848 revolution,

The next "break" in Marx comes as a result of the American Civil Var,
the struggle for the eight-hour day and birth of the First International,
and the Paris Commune, These forces help him theoretically break with his
foxrmer method of presenting his CRITIQUE OF POLITICAL ECONOHY as a dispute
among theoreticians, to CAPITAL, as a history, not of thecries, but of pro-
duction relations, The Humanism and Dialectic of CAPITAL re-establishes,
therefore, the Humanism of 1B4% on a very much higher level, right within
his most "economic" work, - ' ‘ ‘ .

To me, Lenin's need to break with'his.own rhilesophic past has the ‘most
cogent effect on us today, and is seen, not so much in his break with -the '
Second International which betrayed, but with his own Belshevik colleagues,
especially the main theoretician of the party, Nikolai Bukbarin, whom he con-
sidered suffering from "economism” and not “fully a master of the dialectie,"’
In this Lenin predicted all state planners of. today, -Naturally he couldn’t
know them as we who have suffered from Stalinism know them, but the antiei-
patlon of state-capitalism and degeneration of Russlan Revolution in his last
speech have never been mastered by Leon Trotsky, Though he had remained the
one symbol of opposiition to the Stalinist bureaucracy, 1t turned out to te no
more than a footnote to history, and now the Trotskylsts are nothing but left-

wing vhitewashers of both Russian and Chinese Communism,

Finally, the Humanism gets to the American, Fast German and Hungarien
Hevolution scenes and it is on such a need for a rew humanise that I end tha
book, I do not go into the French "resuselitators" of Humanism in the mid~-
1940s who used i1t only to whitewash Stalinism -- and later the American state
department through "Congress of Culturaj Feandem," 1 fo heve in a recent
Two Worlds column the new spate of books on the Farly sssays of Maxrx, but on
the whole I wlll not argue with those who spenk one way when they talk ab-
stractly (as Lefebvre, Mevleau-Ponty, let alone that Stalinist apologlat
Sartre) and act quite differently on the political and oxrganizational front,
I would rather then stick uith the proletarians and follow their real move-
ment for the reconstruction of soclety,
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Do please let me hear from you as to the actual possibilities of bringing
out the Spanish edltion this year, As you noted from the various people who
introduced the American and Itallan editlons of my work, they were not co=-thiuk-
ers, This is why I look forward so much to your iptroducing the Spanish edition
z that both you can say what you feel in it apnlies to the Latin American scene
== and we get both Praxia and Neus & Letters Committees as the organizations to
whom theory means something of great importance,

Fraternally,
Raya Dunayevskaya

Buénos Alres
June &4, 1963

Dear lilss Raya:

I have recelved all the naierials you'd promised to send mey thank you
very much, I'm very 3nterested on them, especially on "Mirxism and freedom":
it's excellent and I think it will prove very useful in cur struggle against
rightists and communis'bs. '

We have already begun to trans'late your vork, but it will be some time
before it is over, because we have many things to do but our political affairs
too., I am sure you Uill be well impressed. by our materials,

I should like to continue a regular correspondence with you in the near
future, Hatching for your reply I am, my dear friend, yours fratermally,
Buenos' Alres
© June 1%

Yours of May 29 reached me yesterday, but I had written this letter before,
Hotwithstanding I want to tell you thet it's really exeiting to £ind we hed
both met in the sare point. around the samne time,

Accorcling tf my opinion there are many possibilitieb of bringing out the
Spanish editlon 7f your work this year, on account of the dynamle condltions of
the Argentine affalrs; I shall take it my business iu intrcduce the publication
and I'1l be vary pleasud. to do 1t, ' :

I carmot explain my opinions about the subject matter of your letter to
you now, but I shall do it when I recover my health, On Sunday ¢, I was set at
" 1liberty after some days being arrested on account of s short course of lectures '
on necliberalism, neccatholicism and necmarxism in the Cordoba University. My
detention turned out a great success, On Monday of this week, I have retaken
the professor's chair in the Buenos Alres University.

ost truly yours,
Silvio




Buenos Alres
15 de Hayo de 1964

Estimada compaTieras

De nueve reintegrado a la tarsa en Auenos Alres, me Apresvro & eseriblrle
para acusar recibo de sus certas y 2l material enviado,

Tengo buenas rnoticlas para nosotros hemos firmado contrato con upa edi-
torial pare ‘nublicar ’105 trabajos en, curso, fato tiene gran iopor-

taneia pars lo sltuacion politica del pals, que ha comenzado nuevamente a com-
plicarsa.

Seguimos con a traduceidén de su obra, a la que hemos incluido ya en nues-
tros curscs universitarlos, Tendrd ademis mucha difusidn por los cursos ¥
publicacioncs que estamos haciendo, He hecho un cursillo sobre catolicismo

humanista, y eniré en prensa el correspondiente hrabajo; 2111 se cita su in-
teresante obra.

Adenis, ahora emﬁiezo 1a segunda parte del cursillo, que versa sobre
"La Teoria politica del tercer Mundo",. cuyo nficleo central sera el marxlsmo’

humanista, tomando como hase su obra "lMarxisme ¥y Libertad"”.

Eso hace que al margen de dicha obra, necesitemos todo trebajo publicado
o nota privada sobre el menclonado tema: 'El Tercer plundo.

Entendemos por tal, al margen de los Estados Unldos y sus satélites y de
1a U,R.5.5. y los suyos, el reste del mundo, que €S el que le estd dando la
dinfnica histbrica, For eso agradeceré todo el material que me envig, -especlal-
mente el agregado ul volumen i, and f., sobre tedos The Challenge of hao~Tse-
tung. )

~Finalmenta, mucho le agradeceremos que nos haga llegar Ud. ¥ denae
compafieros de ésn, toda sugestién sobre el tena, gque cite una vez mast "la
teor{a‘polftica del Tercer hundo". .

Ponemos pasidn en este téma, porque nos duele dircctamente: formamos

parte de &1,

Recita un saludo cordial de
Silvio Frondizi

N.B,t Dentro de algunos afas 1le escribird sobre los otros temas que me ha
planteado, Vale,




