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I IROSUCTION

This bulletin is beinz published by Vomen's Liberation-News & Lellers
Committeos as a contrlbuticn to the discussion on revelutionary feminism.
There is currantly much discussien on what revolutlonary feminism is, and
thesa articles present concretely what we as jarxist-Humanist women mean
by "Women As Reason,” in thought and in activity.

In spite of the strides the Women's Liberatiocn mevement has made, the
full scope »f women's contribution to human history has still noi hcen xrec-
ognized. “Yhen women's history is told, it is often as isolated "facts” or
in terms of individual “outstanding” women. There has been little attentlon
given to the thought, activity and organization of masses of women, which
have played a crucial role In every freedom struggle.

What we want to discuss is Women's Liberation as one nf the “mew pas-
sions mnd new forces" Marx predicted would arlise and be the possible spark
for world wevolution., Women's Liberationists-are saying that the btasis of
any revolution has +o be new human relationships and we have to see proof
of 1t, beginning now. We sce ourselves not just as the objects of oppression,
but as revolutlnnary Subject which can tear down this racist, sexist, ex-
‘Ploltative soclety and which also knows. better than anyone else how to re-
build a totally new one. '

Yomen's rights and those of minorities are again under attack precise-
1y because our dzmonds are so total that they challenge the entire’capltal-
izt system. The first place we might expect to got help in ctepping these
attacks is from those in the soeialist movement who say they are revolution-
aries. But most of them are still telling us that the main struggle is the
class struggle(vwhich to them means "raising the consclousness of the working
class") and that Women's- Liberation is only an "mspect” of this larger strug-

- gle, or worse; that we are diverting from it. Some even act as il we are’
trying to pit women against men, when 1t 1s not men but male-chauvinism and
sexism (and some Women ars male-chauvinists) that we are against. This kind
of. sexlsm s a barrier to even beminning to change human relationships and

- unless we can avercome it, we will never achleve a complete reveolution.

The struggle for Women's Liberation is not a struggle for women only--
it is & struggle for total human freedom, We invite you to read the articles
_ in this bulletin and ask that you join in the discussion.” If you would like
to work with us, please write to Women's Liberation-News & Letters Committces
in any of these arcas: :

 Detroit 2832 East Grand Dlvd., Rm. 316, Detroit, T £77°I1
Uhicago ?.0., Box 11865, Chleago, IL 60611 .
New Yorl P.0. Box 5463, Grard Central Sta., New York, NY 10017
Bay Arce E.0. Box 77303, Sietion E, San Franclaco, CA- 94107
Los Angeles P.0. Box 2919%, Los Angeles, CA 90029

-=Women's Libveration-News & Letters
Hay, 1978




(¥ THE CRIGINS CF INTZRNATICUAL WClErtls DAY — A speech prosented
2% Woyne State University s larch 8, 1978

Ve ore meeting tonishit to oolobrnte Tnterndional tomente bcyy vhich had
“its origine over 70 yoors agn in he strugsles of thousends of inericon gorment
workers——70 to 80 pereent of vhem trere weorcn——vho decelarcd Merch 3, 1908, vork-
ing Vomen!s Dey ond marched on ilow Yorl:'s Lover rot Side demending the 8-hour
day, on cnd to sweatshep conditionn, an end 4o chilg lobor and the right to vote,

The period from 1908-1910 wos o period of tremendouc orgonizing and bitter
strikes in vhich wemen gorment workers——the majority of them Ruscion Jews ond Ttol-
ion imigrants-—diuplayed a nilitence thot no one—occpeciclly their employersem
expeeted of them, This come out particuloriy in the 1909 "Uprising of the 20,000%
in vhich 20,000 germenl workers went out on general ntrikee—et the suggestion of
15-year-old Clora Lemlich——in suppoot of lockedwnut strikers 2t the Triangle Shirt.
weist Compeny, o

But it was not only their nilitance ond brevery, but the soeiclisd, contont
of the /merieaon vorking woments demends thaot inspired Clores Sotkin, herself a
lecder of the German soeialist’ movement and the strongest working womon's move
ment in hiatory, to ask &t tho-Sccond Internationzl Conference of Vorking VWomen
in Copenhagen in 1910 that an International Vorking tomen'so Doy be established,
It was firct eeleobrnted in 1911 anad in 1913 was set o5 lMoroh 8 in psolidarity with
the /momicon vozlking wemen, It was not eclebrated in -the U.S. wnti] the 702
vhen the wemen's movemen';' revived it, ond Lt ic celobrated in Ruseia end Chinag~—
vith the originsl content romovade—the vy we colebrate Mother!s Day hore,

. Today I heerd thet & group of Rusoisn Jewich women protested in oscow a~
goinst the lack of religious freedom in Tunsia and the state'o not elloving tho=
to leavc, It wos no accident that they choge this porticular day to Show
how vumen are trented in this co-colled coclalist state. It wao on Internation—
al Vomen's Day in 1917 in Tureis that women goxment worlers sporked the general
strike vhich led to the February rovelution by going out on strike agadnst the
edvice of their trade union and perty lenders, Perhopn that in vhy the day ic
- now celebrated more like Mother!y Bay, ‘ - R

The history of the Americen worling women's movement is so rich that it is

& crime that it has been denied to us for mso long that it is very difficult now
to oven dig out dates end “faots,  mwn loss vhnat the vomen were thinking at that
time.  In our pamphlet, Woxkirs ’~me: For Frecdom, wo tried to show the continu- -

ity of vomen’s strugeles and bryl & in those ¥long hidden from history and philoso- .

Phy“=wthe Blacl vomen, Chicanes, Vative imerican and Asion working vomen who azo

rarely ever hecrd sbout-—and thov howr we gee in their self-orgenization, a move-
ment from preotice that is itself a form of thoory ond not just isolated activity,

For example, the bemer we have hung wp hers 4s from o domonstration we held
in Flint, Fich,, lagt Year at a colebration held by the ULV of the 1937 Flint Sit-
Down Strilie, They did not have one voman on the proguem, even though Genors Johre

~non Dollinger vho hed Been one of the orgonizers of the Women's Imergency Brigade
vhich won crueiel to the strilie hnd flown from Celifornie just to sit in the cudi-
ence {or so they thought.) she had gotten in touch vith Yomen's Liberation-ilews
& Letters in Detroit ond we reached wembers of Flint HOY and CLUW and finally got

Genora to aopecalk,

I would like now to road o few quotes from Amerioen germent workers cnd o
look at them not os if hictory io desd but vwith the ‘eyes and ecra of today's
Internationsl Vomen's Lovement,
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The first cuote is frem llose ichnreidermon, o member of the tloments Trode
Union League who wan = very cciive orsonizer in she porment induatry. vhe is
speaking .on the Triangle Chivtwelst Fire in which 1l;3 vorkers uere bumed to
death becaune of unsafe working condificncend the owncrs! locking the wvorkers
in to keep them from stesling materinl,

This ic not the first time girlc heve becn burned alive in the city.

Each week I must lecrn of the untimely death of one of my sister work-

ers, Lvery year thouscnds of us are moimeds The life of men and women

is co cheop and preperty 15 no scered. - There are go many of ug for one

job it matters little if 143 of us cre burned to denth, (From pmerica’s
Vorking Yomen, cd, by Baxandall, Gordon and Reverby, ps 203.)

The second quote 45 frem Lucy ‘'arner, who ic asking why people look down
en "working girls," Vhen o 'lady' asks her if she hao not disocovercd thet there
iz o differente betvcen brein work and manual labor, she replies,

* Yos, we have discovered it, to our sorrcvs . Is onc kind of work more
honorable than anothior?. .. .Have you ever considered that 'brain vork!
enters into every deportment of mamunl labor? Isn't it 2 woxle of ari
to moke o dresc? It is just ac necessary that a cook should mix her
bread with 'braing' os it is that . artist chould mix her colors with
the same materisls, (America’s Working Women, p, 215%6) = -

/ind the final quote is from ea editoriel in the jowmnel of the Women's

Trade Union League, Life ond Lobor: . - . .

' But the best part of the union is that it makes you thinlk!  Ang we worke
ing vomen heve got to do some thinking, Long hours, working for barély
enough to live on, make it hexd to do ony thinking! hnd the boos Imous,
it. That is. why he wents us to ‘work long huwurs, If six million working
‘women should really think, semething would happen. « » (e _Wewe There:
The Story of Yorlting \omen'in America, by Barbara tlertheimer, 1. 272

The questions these women were walcing 70 years ago are the questions women
today are still raising.  Women are challenging e society in vwhioh we are seen
es sex. objects and in which oll human relations are made into relations betieen
thingse~vhere women's and workexs? lives are still things ezaily replaceable.
One of the first and most fundamentsl demands the VL movewent made was for cor-
trol of our own bodies and especially teking our heads back and thinking our
own thoughts, ' ' : : ’

19i1lione -of wemen gye thinking end things are hoppening as & result, \omen
everyvhere have realized thet there is no simple solution to our oppression and
that nothing chort of ‘o sooial revolution will end the sexist, racist exploito~
tion that oll of us live under. Ac Reye Duneycvokeyz, the Hetional Chaimiomon
of Neus and Letters Committees, wrote in her cnalysis of the Interngtionsl Yomen's
Year Confevence in Houston, a new benner of woman as Dteason and Revolutionaxry
has to be raised now because it is precisely the revolutionaxy totality that
vomen's liberationictc have raised, ond not one single issuc——uhethex abortion
rights or the ERA--which has brought out the counter-revolution in force in the
form-of the right-wing of the Catholic and Mormon churdh; Right-to-Life groups
uho care little for those lives once they are out of the wombj in the fomm of
Mnita Bryont and rencwed atiocks on the Cay movement and in the resurgence in-
ternationally of the Ku Klux Klen end the Nazi Party. '

‘fhe Bakke oage Lo yet another sttack on any geins vhich werc won by Blacks
during the Civil Rights Movement and women and minorities and whioh is already
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being felt everywhere—aven here 2% the Voyne Ltote University led School

as ue have regcently heord, wherd they ope trying to climinate soveral Blaock
students; and one Blaek womon in poxticulor, en the basis of subjective inter-
vievs,

But women are Tighting thia counter-revolution ond thinlting their owm
thoughts—wbut it ig not in the wnions or even in tueh of the cooialist Left
vith vhich the garment workers Telt sueh affinity thet anything iz hopperning
today. ‘Veumen have had to orgenize their owm goups ac sooialigte or as vorkers,
outside of established groupa, beczuse the veparstion botween lecaders and rank
and file grows more cvery doy~-not to mention the fact that uniong heve nover
&iven women equal representafon, (Here T mentioned the coze of the L women
vorkers from futomatic Reteilers of smerien vho recently won their suit on
charges of sex discriminztion and non-representation ageinst their union local
hera in Detroit. ‘e nlso had pictures from e sucatshop in the 19003 =nd come
of a toy foetory in i'ev York fodoy where women vorkers make stuffed animals -
and the two locked almost alike. OCne of our members of VI=NEL in Yew York said

_thet the Puerto Rican garment workers they work with say that the only time
they imov they have z union ig etdues time, )

The best example.is the Yeeent Eggex. sirike in Blwood, Ind, It was o bit--
tex 9-month long oirile, , The majority of the woxkers were women vho after 11
years ac UAY members made’ 32,76 en houx, \omen wore shot and beaten on the
Picket line, and one, Carol Frye, the mother of 2 nmall children, was permanently
‘disabled vhen she vos shot in the back, Hew huaband has'since divoreed her,
One of the strikers, Georgia Ellig, said that™the only Help they ot was from
vomen's groups like WOV, Women's Liberation-liews & Letters and Union WAGE,

" then the striliers asked our Chicago Committee to &2t us here in Detroit to
orgenize a piclet at Soliderity Vouse in Hovembex, -we ealled every vomen's
group we-knew. NOW wms too ‘busy making an.abstrootion out of the ERA snd nced-

. ed to have anything approved by the Doard so the ‘wouldn’t logse their Welout®

. end-Yeredibility." Vhai doocs support for the ERA mean if not supporting women

" on sirike for rocognition? fTho only vomen who did cemg——itwo from Inteérnationel
Soeclalists (I5), seid our Yine vac too cwall and would look like a defeat go

left right away, Omall an we were, ve did make the 6 P, -ovening news,.

- The next dey, the United Mational Cauous, which IS supports, at least:
called a meeting vhere two utrikers, Georgia and fnite spoke, Vhen we asked
why aefter 11 yeeors they were only maliing (e, 76 an hour and wasn'+ the fact
that they were women probably why the union cered .so little. (vhich the atrikers
thenselves said over ona over); wve were told to be careful and not criticize
the unlon, ifow that the union heo mrold them dewvm tho: river the UHC held a .
conference to coc that it nover happens again,  Smell conoolation to Carol Frye
and over helf the workems whe will never be oalled boack since over 100 scobz -

were allowed to stay in,

This iz the kind of separation of mental and manual labor-—upen which
cepitelism has its very foundation—that women capeclally are fighting.,

. Vhether it's the Henry Fords and the intelleotuals who do all the
planning end impose their plans on the woxkers or whether it'g the labor
bureeucrats or thoce, vanguard groups on the Left vho zee themaelves an the
ones vho will do the thinking and. raising of workexs! consoionsnens,  and vho
tell Blecks and women that their strugglos arc only oplitting up the movements
for freedom end that if thoy will omly string along (1e, wailt), the revolution
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will automatically insure their froedom, women are fipghting that atiitude.

Homen everywhere are saying thot if we have to face such tremendous sex—
ism within the revolutionary movement itzelf, no% only will our problems uot
Tagically disappear afier the revoluiion but indeed there will be ne revolu-
tion since this kind of sexisn denics women full perticipation in the revolu-
tionary movement znd not onlv do J¢ lmow best how to destroy the system that
OpPresses us 9, but no cne knows better than we whot kind of human relatione

we want in the new sceivty to come after,

‘e have been studying Marx's Capital ond have learned how you become so
blind under capitalism that without a dialectic method that sees the opposite
within cverything, Subject end not Just Object of oppression, that you can
blame women's oppreszion on the nuclear family and say that the destruction
of the nueleaxn family alone will bring about an engd te capitalism.. 4s for
myself, I think that vhom I live vith, vhether a man or a woman or alone,
and the kind of family I choose to have, iz no one's business but my own, I
don't cave if it's the state, or a party, or other feminists, And this is
zl;a,t 1 think is at the heart of women's liberation and the question or revolu-

ion, . - . :

Unless each individual has control of his or her own conditions of life
and eonditions of labor, then the revolution hus not been complete. tlicmen
know this more than anyone because wo have ceen aborted revolutiens and the
existence of "socialist" cowntries in whiel-the conditions of life and ladbor
fox workers-—egpecially women workers——-are more like forced labor than the .
Mfreely asoociated iszbor™ vhich was revealed and mingled out by Mer< in the
Paris Communa. I'd like tc quote from "Rexism, Politics and Revolution in ‘
Fao's China," from. an interview that Raya had with a Young Cninese refugee in
fleng Kong: - !

Although I had volunteered for the job, I now begen to feel as if a1l
our labor vas ferced laboxr, - I Fept my tongue, but yeu comldn't always
koep quiet sinee, if you kept cilent, your leam lecder would see you
tervards and ask vhat was tho matter, T began to feel like I was
nothing more thon an ant, and that not only because of the unthinking
mass labor, but because you so often sald, yes, when you meant, no, that
you lost all confidence  in yourself. Lvery day it got harder to think
any thoughts of your omm. Thore wags many a day vhen I vanted to bury

mycelf in that dam, '

Because of ths sexism in the Left, vhich reached its height in actual
physicel ottacks on women marchers b;r men frem Lotte Contimua in Ttaly,
Wiomen have veen ovgenizing themselves, just as they have always done in the
labor movement, (and by thisc I Qo not mean CLGY uhich bhoth of the books on
working vomen that I mentien end uith as if it would be a solu'l;ion) but they
have been demonsirating in their octivitios that it is not encugh to destroy
the old system, bub_thnt vem must bomin usrlting en the new humen relations you
hope to establich at the same time. This io evident in vomen's activity world-
vide,

Toxr example in the Portupuese Revelution in which the activity of the
wemon played such a crucial role and which has gone practically unrecognized
as revolutionary by the Left. The women egtablished Creochos (nurseries),
laundries, took control ef fnetories and srganlzing among domestie workers is

ctill continuing tedcy.
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Or this Becember in Joliviae~Four wemen snd theix 10 ehildryen begon o lung-
cr strike demanding crnecty for exiled miner: and labor militonts vho had been
specifiecally excluded from the pmnecty declored by the PBonzer government. It
auiel:ly grev to ineclude 1300 ond led te a general sitrile by 77,000 tin mincrs.
1% was initicted by Domitila Chunzare, the leader of Ligle Veintiuno, an orgen-
izotion of minerst wiver active nince 1967, Does this saind like o divisive
strurele o you? It wac initiated by women and children but achieved. solidar-
ity cmong 77,000 vorlicre,

Or in srmeniina, vherc cver 100 women meet deily and are called 'Lou Locas
de i.ayo% {the crozy vemen of Plaza de linyo) in defiance of the dictaturshep fo
demznd news of their relatives who hove been taken awoy without notice as politi-
el prigoners, Or recently in Nicarasua vhers women ffem 211 classes were
beating on pots and pans between 8 and 9 at night to demand an end to the .
fomoze regime, .0Or the Crunwichz gtrike in England whieh brought together Asizn
women uorhero vho had alweys been con31dernd qu.let and doc:.le by employern.

Or in Spain anf Italy where thousonds of yoiten demonstra.te ond - gather scig-
nefures, and give cupport to each other who have been vietimized by the in-
eredible lavs ageinst abortion end divorce and vhich give no golace to wemen
uho have been raped but help the men who ere now using gong rape ac 2 Weapon
ageinat the feminist movement there. fnd even in Sgudi irabia, vhich many an
the Left cheered during the o0il orisic without paying attention to the macses
there, vhore ag high in pocition as o princess was executed along with her fi-
ance for the crime of having vioclated her status as her fatheris preperty by
dec:.&:mg to flee the country so the.t cha could marry comeone of her ovn’ cnoos.ung.

ust as the Porin Commune, which 'I‘ommie Hope will speak on, and the -
cele‘b.ce.tion of International ‘lomen's Day in Tusein in 1917 involved. women from
segments of the populstion who had never been called upon before, no today's
vomen ‘s movement is ceeking new alliances with thoze other forces of revolution
from whom the cepitelists hove tried to keep us sepavate for so long——worlers,
Blacles and youth, To -raise o banner of Women os Reacon end an Revolutionary,
ve must contimiz to fight for the unity of mentel end mamunl lebor, philogophy
end revolution, co thot perhops our women's movement will provide the spaxk feox
a world revolution that will, be complcte. o

Vhet I hope we con talk about in the dmcuusion is your oun ideng a.nd vays
in which those of weg in Vomen's Liberstion~Neus & Letters snd those of you who
are intorested in seriously working out some of the ideos we will be diseunosing
con orpanize ourselves so thpt this mcctmg ocen be the beginning of = new women's
movement here in Detroit, :

—Suzeine Casey,

Vomen's Libewotion-News & Letters.
Detroit Committee




"Y.MEN I THIE PARIS COfRIE, iB71, AND BLACK 'IOIEN'S LIBERATION 10DAY"

b Tommic tape

--A presentatinon miven at Yayne State University, Ietrolt, on Inter-
nationazl Yomen's Day, :iarch 8, 1978.

Today we ars celebrating Intermational Vemen's Jay, and I would like
to begin with the women of the Paris Commune, the first *ime and place in
the history of the world where workers tock the power into thelr hands.:
For two months, those who ware supposed to have no thoughts and were cal-
led "animals" showed more of what human soclety could ve than all the
leaders of government and industry. I am talking about the workers of
Paris, and especlally the women of Paris, not only because they were btrave
and strong, but because they showed a new way to think and to act.

The experlence of the Commune was so powerful on the minds of the
people who lived through 1t, that when Louise Hichel, the great woman
leader of the Commune, was on a prison ship, thousands of miles from
France, on her way to serve a sentence of life in prison, she still wrote:

"Life itself becomes too dear . "
So vast, hers, are one's dreams...”

I am also talkine about Kaxl Haxs, the revolutionary thinker in hls
time who grasped and totally understood what the Paris Commune represent-
ed, He wrote about it in a way that people like us, mors than 100 years
later, can gain a new direction from studyving what bappenad then,

In my opinicn,. we need that direction today. .Tho women's movement is
at a critical stage. There are many forces ef counter-revelution fighting
"to keep women in their places,"” At the samé time, the women's movement
has developed a schism within itself. e have gone to many meetings and
conferences +to determine how far the movement has advanced, and where do
we go from here? Until this day, the question is still being asked by
each and every woman who is fighting for her freedom.

I participated this year in the National Alliance of Black Feminists,
that gears thelr membership around professional wormen. They have toislly
separated themselves from working women and welfare mothers. In their
bourzeois mentaliiy they have become so narvnw-minded by thinking that
the amswozr is to become an integral part of this society, that 1: limits
thelr capacities and mental mapadilities to develop and express their ideas

on -what faminlism means and what to do.

I was also involved in supporting the women who were on strike at
the Essex Hire Company in Indiana, Thoy orgenized thomselves to keep
golng for over a yeax, and spread the story of what they were fighilng
for all over the country., They .found out who were thoir friends and who
wera their enemics, The company fired them, beat them, and shot them.
The union sald they would help, but instead sold tiem down the river,
Bven within the women's movement, thers was & division. The strikers
askod us to plcket at tihw UAW's Solidarity House hoadquarters, and we
called NOY and the othor groups, but they didn't como. It is a question
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of whethor you arz a part of "bourzeois feminism" or "revolutionary
feminism."

Bven when they say thoy are revolulionary, there are so many Left
groups who try to convince women to follow the vanguard party line, which
Is that women should wait until after the revolution to begin toc fighi
for thelr freelomnm. ) .

This attituds is also true in the plants, as I am sure the Essex
workers know, Onec man from the Spaxtilcists came up to me and ergued with
me, saying workers arc backward in thei. consciousness.. He said, "If
you ask a worker what he is, he will tell you everything but a worker."

‘lhat I an saying is that they have gotten so far away from workers'
thinking and from genuine xevolutionary theory, that nothing can help
them. Tt is up to those who do seb woxkers as thinkers, women as think-
ers. It is up to us to fully understand the method of ravolution, For
that, let's go back io the Paris Commune and its relation to revolutionary
thought--Marx's thouzht, ' ’ . ’ .

What spatked the beginning of this great revolution on March 18, 1871,
wag the order by Thiors, the head of the reactionary governmont, that the
cannona which wore protecting the city of Paris be sent to Versailles,
where the govexrnment was staying thew, The men wore not on the strest at
the break of dawn, but the women wore, because they were the milk maids.
These women had already organized themselves in tho months before, and
now they were the ones who stopped the soldiers from carrying out the
government's oxders, ) -

Loulse Michol was among the thousands of womer who-ran up the hill
right at the soldicrs. In her book on domen in the Paris Commune, The
Homen Incendiaries, Edith Thomas quotes a bourgenis general to tell what
happened o . . .

The women and children came and mixed with the troops. e were
greatly mistaken in permitting these people to approach our sol-
diors, for they mingled among them, and the women and children
told them: "You will not fire upon the people," This is how the
soldiers...found themselves surrounded and did not have the
power to resist thuse ovations that wero given them.

. Baya Nunayevskaye takes up this point in News & Letters' new pamphlet,
Marx's Cepital and Today's Glebal Crisis, She says that "As in every real
peopla’s revolutlon, now strata of the population were awakened. This time
it was the womon who wexe tho first to act,” : '

Onco arms were in thelr hands, the people of Parls croated the Ffirst
workers' state in history, From that moment, every man, woman and child
became involvad in restructuring socioty, - They began by abolishing the
hicrarchy of capitalism. This transformation wont in a sequence of its
owB! the abolitlon of the standing army; the ercatlon of a Pecple's Assem-
bly, which was not a parliamentery talking-shop, but a working body; and
finally, tho organization of production by tho workors. ’
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There was & double rhythm to the Communc's davelopment--smashing the
stato in all its fornsy then ercating new firms of rule with the whole
people taking part. ‘the Commission on Ta2bor and Exchange was set up,
turning over the factories to the workers to run themselves by thelr
1doas--"freely assoclated labor.”

That is why larx described it as "working, thinking, fighting,
bleceding Farls, almost forzetful in its incubation of 2 noW soclety of
the cannibals at its gates, radiant in the enthusiasn of its historic
initiative." :

From the besinnings of the Communc, facing the troops, +o its tragic
end, drowned in tlood, women and thelr organizatilons ‘wore 1n the lead.
Tid you know that woncn srganized the mass demonstration on April 6 of
200,000, and that it was women who jgsued the call to tha barricades on
April 11, tho same day that the Union des Femmes (Vomen's Union) was or-
ganizel throushout Paris? "dundreds of clubs sprang up to discuss and
act on every issue, Several of the most important woro women's clubs
which occupicl churches and. threw ovt the priests. Pegople are alvays '
sayinp that women are nspft," but in the Compmune the women wers the
strongest groups arzuing against casy treatment of ¢lass gramles.

Sew schools wers started fer all children, and idoas of frecedom worec
taught as the contral point of 211 subjects. Louise Michol proposcd &
whole new system of education, and other womet organized day nurscries
on "human principles.” "The way the schools were run rominds me vCTy
much of tho Frocdem Schools of the Civil Rights movement. :

On May 22, 1871, the Vorsailles troops entered Paris, and immediately
began murdering working men and-women by tho tens of thousands in one of
the bloodiest terrors in history. Thon the trials bogan. Over 1,000
women were tricd, Onc of those whoso trial was "saved. for tho end" was
toulse Michel. Instcad of defending hersolf, or asking for a lighter

~ senteonee, she told the military court:

T must bo cut. off from socieby. You have boon told to do 80,
Yall, the Commissicnor of tho Republic is right. Sinco 1t seems
that ovory heart that boats for frecdom has .no rizht to any-
thing but & little slug of lead, i demand my sharc. If you

1ot me livo, I shall never ¢oasd to ecry for vongoanco,..:

Tha. Commune was crushod. But tho idez of tho Communo was not, if
ohly some gne could grasp its total opposition to capitalist socioty.
llarx was that ono, Ho had alroady worked 30 years on his enalysis of
capitallism. The ‘questlon of plan was koyi "For Marx, the theorotical
axis of capltal, the contral corc around which all else develops is
the question of plan the despotic plan of capital against the COCRoTa-
tive rlan of froely agsociated labor." ‘ .

To koop capitellstic production zolng to moot the maximum standard,
the capltalist must hire & larger and largor numbor of forcmen, superin-
ten ants, guards, time-study men--and tho union burcAUCIAcY. liaxrx showed
the reason why, Tho capitalist neods thousands of workors today ln an '
aute factory, cooperating to hulld a car. They can't Lo individual
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craftsmen anymorce. The only kind of cn-operation the capltalist ls Inter-
ested in is the kind that mnrkes value for him, But iT you are a human

being, you zet te know people, and your co-oporaticn zoes Into all arcas—-
safeiy, speed-up, raclsm--cven how to build a better car than the junk the
capitalist is makinz. You might declde to strike. That is why the capi-
talist hires his army of holpers, to chain you to the life of the machine,

Tike many of the womnen I read about in the Paria Communo, I used to
vork in a laundry. This was bofore the Civil Rights movement. The laundry
was & very large place wlth very large machines. I was working on 2 shirt
presscr on which you had to make production each day before the clock énded
‘the day., You had to be very fast to do three machines and keep up with
the parson behind you. There was an automatic timer to count the shirts.
At tho end of cach day, +he foreman would writo the number of shirts down
and turn the timer back. You werd not paid by the production of the shirts,
but 1f you ironed a certain amount that day, he would oxpect more the
next day. ’

Production was as hirh as 900 shirts a.day., You did not get pald for
the production of the shirts; all you got was 318 aftor taxes. Along with
this, the condlitlons wert very bad, ospecially the temperature. Two women
worked on this shirt pressor, and if you were in need of water or other
things, -the man didn't lot you stop until he brought someone else. He
trled to keep you from stopping altogeother, -

I have hoard many intellectuals arguc that machdnes are really good;
that 1t is just the system that is bad. K Harx showod that this is ridicu--
1nus, Any time the boss brings in a new machine, it is to make you work
hardor and faster, to make more unpald labor for him, so that he can pay
for his new machine, It geoes round and round. fou becoma what Marx called

"an appsndagc to tho mnchine. : : '

All -this ifarx worked out beforo the Paris Commune. But it took the .
workers of the Commune and the way they practiced the idea of freely-asso~
clated labor to show Marx how exactly tostripall fotishisms off comodities.
After the Commune, llarx wrote changas into tho now edition of Capital,

T would like to quoto how Raya exprussed it in Marx's Cagital and
Today s Olnbal Crisligi

By 1567, in the first editlon of CAPITAL, he singles out
the commodity-form as the fetish. Even horo, the main emphezis
- is on the fantastic form of appearance of production rolations
as oxhange of things, It i3 only after the eruption of the Paris:
Commune that his French cdition shifts the emphasis from-the fan-
tastlo form of appearance to tho nocessity of that form of ap-
pearanco bocause that 1s, in truth, what rolatieons of people aro
at the polnt of productlons "matorial rolations between persons
and sccial rclatlions botwecon things."

All tho philosophera and cconomlsts before Marx could not see this,
because - they were thomsclves prisoncrs of the narrow thinking of the com-
modity. No one could fully undoratand how craativo hunan labor could be,
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until tho Communc, because it was so pervertod under capitalism, Not even
Harx. But tho point is that only Navx had prnpar‘d hinself for 30 ysars

to work out 1ts meaning. As ~reat as th: workers of Paris wore, there
would have been nc new category Nithout larx,

Proparineg for today's talk pﬁdu me think about how you can really
see how human relations become material relations when you consider the
relation of man to woman. How many men do you know who list their pos-
sessions 1ike thisi "I have a house, a car, 2 wife, three kids.,."?

As T read The Womon Incendiaries, I began to understand 2 lot more

about what "new pmssions and new forccs" meant-~the women were not golng

to be posaesgiong, not even the possessions of mon who called themselvos
revolutionaries. Before the Commune, the Fronch movement was deminated

by supporters of Prﬁudhon. Yhen I read what he thought about women, 1t
made me sick. The French secticn of the International, run by Proudhenists,
even drew up a statemont against women going into industry. But this did -
not prevent women from joining the International. '

It is torrible.to think thai Proudhon was considered a major revo-
lutionary leader, whon ho wrote things like this about women:

Physieally, woman is an instrunent of reproduction and.nething

more, Therefora she cannst exist in ssclety without a protect—
ox,..father, brother, husband, or lover...Woman has a mind that
is osgontially full of error, .

Ha advised husbands on how to treat thelr wives, saying:

- If she brings you money and you have none yourself, you must
be four times stronger yhan 'she is. (!) .

But Prouwlhon 1s not the only ona. Even many chtists men who were
not Proudhonists just ducked che issue by saying that working women were
so poor that they wero not affected by the issues of feminism,

Harx attacked Proudhon and the others. He sent 20-year-old Elizabeth
Dmitrieff to Paris on the eve of the Commune to organize the Union des
Femmes, He put Madame Law on tho Genoral Council of the International.
Thers was a beginning made %o strip the fetishism off of woman as commodity,
Wwoman &s substanco, voman as object. &4i11, 1t was only a beginning."

Today, 1t is se much moro conecretc. The Yomen's Liberation movement
bacamc & world stage in the 19605, by first broaking with the Lefi thht'
copled capltalism by dlvillng the work of the movement into mental work -
for the men and manual work for tho women. It #as a quostion of being

determined to take back our minds.

Raya wrote recentlyt "Lot us not forpet that soxism became the morc
virulent whon women as revolutlonaries and as Roason began to demand proof
of new human rolatlons the day before, not the day after, revolution."

It was cortainly truo in Portugal, where during that revolution, Left-
ist mon joined others in throwing rocks at the Vomon 5 Liberation demonatra-
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tion, And 1t is truc wizht herc in the rlants, whoere woken who have
fought to get jobs have to undergo physical and mental abuso, They are
put on  hard jobs that the men cannot da, and thelr desire to be 1ibera-
ted is used against them., Some women are even fired or disciplined if
they don't go with the foreman after work,

lomen on welfare are refusing to be considered "poverty objccts" any
longer. Recently I participated in 4 demonstration at the Kercheval
Social Services offices here in Detrolt, along with about 50 other peo-
ple, mostly women., 'le were chanting "Welfare rights NOWi" and “Clean up
the mess in the D35i" We were picketting against the ronditions of the
walting rooms, which are kept filthy because DSS believes women on aid
don't deserve anything better. There is also harassment by the casa-
worker who cancels your case without notica, or the way you arc made to
return to the department several times before they let you talk to a .
worker, They txy to control you finaneially, physically and mentally.
It 1s this same question of women being treated as objects, The DSS acts

like the case filo is human and women is a thinz. The case filo comes first.

One woman T was telking with on the plcket 1lne 1s in the program
DSS calls "Vendor," The rent is paid directly to the landlord. This is
to make her feel she is not capable of handling her own affairs, But DSS
hasn't been payins hor rent for at least eight months, and she keeps get-
ting eviction notices. She told me Social Services sald-thoy would take
care of it, but they havon't. She was picketting to stop the landlord
from throwing her childwen and herself out in the cold. She and the other
women aro not golng to be considered a commodity in this system any longer.
They are determined to be rocognized 2s total humen beings with ideas a
lot greater than tho big-shots who seo only ecaze filcs.and numbers.

Vomen's Liberation has reached a new and powerful stage. in the movement
today, That 1s why the opposition is ao vicious, But is has alsoc reached a
new stage in thought, Harx mentioned "now passions and now forces;" but he
could not "spell it out in his day. I beliove that by raising the idea of
"Yoman as Reason," Raya Dunayevekaya has done from the women's movement
what larx did from the Paris Commune-~stripped the fetishism off of women
ag commec’itles. "Woman as Reason" is tho total opposition to that per-~
verted way of life. It is very corncrote, bacause if you follow that

rath in each and evory womon's activity today, you can soe whother it
" is moving toward rovoluticnary fominism, or bask to that bourgeois fominism
. that will ncvor free us,

In 1956, 1onz hafowe T .5ms & monber of Nows and Letters Conmittoes,
the Constitution waz adopted, stating that women wero ono of the Tovoe
lutionexry Subjocts. It was part of tho basls on which this organization
was started. In 1973, we updatod the Conotitution, and this tlme, I was
there, I would like to conelude with what wo said +honi

Tho rise of Yomen's Liberation, as a movemont, is proof both of
. the correctnoss of our having singled out, in 1955, women as &
rovolutionary new foree, and of the inseparability of women's

liberation as Reason, as woll as forca,

Yoman as Reason--that is the only viay that mexism can be destroyed,
and "human power which is its own end" can be bozn.
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ROSA LUKEMBURG AND  TCDAY'S WOLENS LTTSATTON  MOVEMENT

Januvary is the month of the brutal murder of Rosa Luxenburg,
the only woman history rccorde as 2 preat rarxist theoretician as well as
~ revolutionery leader, Vhen Luxembvry vas savarely executed by pre-Nazi
virilantes on Jan. 15, 1919, at the are of 48, the {erman Revolution then
in profress was beheaded as vell. The uniqueness of Rosa Luxembury as a
beacon for cur day is not due to her martyrdom, bul 1o her theoretical
revoiutlionary legacy, which is solid ground we can build on today.

In the 5% years since, Luxemburg has baen relerrated to martyrdom
by iarxists, and qtripperl of her sex, by feminists vho ignore her because
she supposedly didn't write about women., 4lthoush Luxemburs spent three )
months speaking for suffrage in the very verlod of her most intense battles -
vith the leadershir of the Second International over its fatal reformism,
ve have only one 1912 speech on "liomen's Suffra{e and .Class Strugele"’
Preserved sud translated into English.

I disaeree xrith ‘many of her theories, especially her position on
the National RQuesilon. Eut none matched hexr view against bureaucracy, apa,inst
1mperia.lie.m. Tor elemental revolution. Thersfore it is vital for teday's
vomen's liberationists to know Luxemburg's 1life and works -- first and
forenost her dedication to workinp' out rovolutionary thecry for her
his*oric meriod.

‘From the start, when che arrived in Germany, 1858, as an exile
from her native.l'cland, Rosa Lvxemburp immedlatoly entered the battle of
ideas within the 'first mass larxict party. Hor essay Reform or Revelutlon?
brilliantly exposed the tendency in the (crman Social Democracy that .
substituted economic and, lepal, changes Tor tho re\rolutiona.r:, sclf-development
‘of the masses. .

. She was vilified by the German party for beins female, young,
Feligh &nd Jewisgh. But most of all, she was attacked for holding fast to
the self-activity of the working class -- its spontancity and creativity,
its forme of revolt like the mass strike and 1ts revolutionary Reason --
at a time when the advent of monopoly capitalism and imperialism had led
a whole gpencration of ramists to relformiem.

In firhting Pornstein, the leader of thoge who wished tc remove
the "dlalectical scaffolding® from larx's “naterialisnm,” she pointed out
that he was "really attacking the specific mode of thourht cmployed by
the consclous nroletariat in its strurple for liberation.. . For 1t 1s our
dialectical systen that shows the vorking class the transitory character
of its yoko, mrovin: to tho workers tho inevitabiilty of thelr victery,
and has alrcady reazlired the rovclution in the domain of thought."*

Yhrouphovt her 1ife, Rosa Luxenbure was the tarrot of cexist
attacks, by the canitalist world that slandered her as “Eloody FRosa,"
and by her party, in which she and hor colleague Clara Zetkin were called
"vitches" and "bliches." Iuxemburr refused to zespond to such attacks,

*See Heform or Revoldtion? The most comprohensive selectlon in English of
Luxemburs's writings is Fosa Iuxembure Spesks, published by rathfinder lress.
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hecause che consldered then an excuzc not to debate ithe fundamental issues
she was was ralaing about geeiallst viveluticn, “he leadershiy of the Soclal
Democracy wanted nothing more than to shunt her off to the women's organ-
izations, far from any theoretic work, so iuxembury made sure she "knew
nothing” about women,

. By refusing to recognize what we have to learn from Tuxemburg ~-
most importantly, the neced amd abllity of women to develop tarxist theory
for our age -- today's feminists arc imitating the Social Demoeracy 's kind
of comparimentalization of women., It seems it is easler to sii around in
elitist proups speculating on whether or not Shekespeare had a sisler, than
to study a revolutlonary thecrotician mo grcat that even her nistnices can
teach us more about our capitalist vorld and the revolution than most
- theoreticlans of cither sci. -

-Iike Rosa Luxemburg 's time of erisis, ours is a time +o study the
roots of eccoitalist society so that we are prepared to transfomm it totally,
“After 100 ycars of nerversions of larxism, first with reformiam and betrayal,
secondly with siate-capitalism, 2ll permented with sexism in the fore in every

country in the world, we cannot allow the exclusion of women as Reason

as well as foree from any rovelutionary theory. Just as Iuxemburg turned -
to rarx himself to fight those who falled to meot the challenre of the
mass strikc and imperialism, =0 we need Marx's philesophy to work ouvt an

alternative to a1l the go-called soeclalists who exclude half the population

irom creailing their own destinies.

In our recent pamphlct, Sexism, folitics and Rovolution in
Pag's China, by oxposing both the sexism and alicnatod 1abor in China,
ve laid dowm aichallynge to all theoreticlans vho scparate the two.
How, by publishing iiarx's CA:JTAL and Joday's Global (risis, Raya .
Dunayevskaya is algo challenging all feminists to become harxist theoreticlans.
He can afford to do no less if, so many years after Iuxemburg's death, ' :
revolvtion ls finally to lead 4o freedom for all. ‘

Anne ﬁolly Jackson
Women's Liberation, Uews and Letters
Jew Yorl ’ ‘
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A CRITIQUE OF JOAN SMITH:: THEORY DIVORCED FP\OM: PRACTICE

. I'had a grest deal of trouble reading Joan Smith's "Women and
the Family” because I couldn't understand how hzr conclusions flowed Irom
her discussion; nor could I understan! whi point she was laboring to make
in her 12 page article. It wasn't until T realized that Smith has a totally
different conqeption of what theory is thnt her article became comprehensible
to me. It is in this light, i.e., of what is theory, that I want to losk at Jran
Smith's article and its relevance, if any, to the forward movement of women's
struggle for freedom.

In the beglnning of the article Smith lays down her 3 majar argu-
ments. They are: ‘ ‘
“1. That the development af laber and the development of the family can be
seen 25 the_develcpment of two forms of production, i.c., as a made af Pro-
ducpion §'.nd mote of Reproduction (in the sense of the ‘propagatisn eof the
species ). .
w9,  That the different forms of the Family are the basic Mode nf Repreduc-
tion of all Class societies and that it is impnssible for Class sncieties tn
abolish the Family form of Reproduction. In particular it is imposgsible for
Capitalism to abslish the family. o '

. "3. With the development of Capitalism the State is increasingly forced to
intervene in organising and supplementing the Faimily as the mdde of Repro-
duction: educatinn, hezlth, etc. Soms sections of the State apparatus are
therefore part of the Mode of Reproduction, part of the ndcessary hase ef
Capitalism. . The workers in the sections--‘largely women--are not praductive
workers, but necessary viorkers. Their work is necessary to the reproduc~
tion of the working class and they are neither in the same category as the
gl’lptrfductive workers of the Capitalist mede af Production, nor 23 the pra-

uctive.’ ‘ . ' : :

The Juestion is, what is the basis for making these ‘categories? -
For Marx, theory was not-something made up in the mind ef the theoretician
for the purpose of arguing with other theoreticizns, No, theory must have a
relationship to the movement from practice--to actual human beings fighting
for freedom. A5 early as the 1840s when the £ lesian weavers broke up their
machines and ripped up the deeds and when every other socialist theoretician
was saying hew backward they were, how the weavers were .agalnust progress
Marx said no. He said that the wisdom of poor Germany was In inverse
ratio to the wisdom of the Germean poor. Throughout Marx's life it was this
methodology. of having a relationship to freedom movements that made it
possible for him to discover a new continent of thought ani was the hasis ef
his greatest work, Capital, How does Joun Smith measure up to Marxism?

On page 2 Smith proclaims that, "Many feminists have conceded
the bourgeois idez that it is women's blology that has determined women's
eppression.” Yes, it Is true, we raised the fact that we are appressed be-
cause we sre women, Without that kind of "bourgeois idea" that arose, not
from =ny laftist theory but in reaction to sexist leftist theory and practice,
there would be no women's movement today. There would be no article by
Joan Smith trying to opportunlstically get in en this women's movement. But
had Smith llstened to this "bourgeois idea" she would have heard that what
we were saylng is that yes, we are oppressed beczuse we are ‘women and
furthermore we reject the whole idea of bioiogy being destiny,

: Throughout the article Ms. Smith misses the greatness of the
Women's Liberation Movement, a movement from practice that Is itself a

* Spe Joon Smith's two part article in Internationnl:Spcislism, Volumes 100 and 104,
theoretical journal of the British SWP,
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form of theory. Her idea of theory, so divorced from reunlity, actually leads
her to misrend Marx. ©She quotes Marx thus:

"Howevayr territle znd discusting the dissolution, unisr the capitzlist system
of the old family tles may sppeer, neverthelesss, modern industry, by assign-
ing 15 it does «n important purt in the process of production, outside the do-
mestic sphere, to women, to young persons, and to children cf both sexes,
creztes A new economic foundation for a higher form of the family and of the
relation between the sexes... Moreover, it is obvious that the fact of the
collective working group bzing composed of individuals of both sexes and all
nges, must necessarily, undar suitable conditions, hecome a source of humane
devalopment; although in {ts spontzneously developed, brutal, capitalistic form,
whers the labourer exists for the process of production and not the process
of production for the labourer, that fact is = pestiferous source of corruption
und slavery.™ {Emphasis mins.) :

L This, Smith says, is Marx arguing "that women were set iree by
Capitalism® (I) Her conelusion from this qunte th:t is talking about produc- -
tion relations is: ’ o
"...the subordination of the Family as the mode of Reproduction to the Capit-
alist Property. relations created enormous contradictions within the Capitalist
society--and it igkomen who baar the brunt of these contradictions."

) Here Ms. Smith reveals her shallow conception of what is contra- .
diction. Te Smith the contradiction is bstween 2 capitalist idea of family and
property relations, or, as she says at another point, the contradiction is be-
tween the ever greater social productlve cagaclties of capitalism and the cap-
itz1ist mode cf production. And yet what arose from the Women's Literation
Movement is something quite different. Sexism is not a relationship between
things; nor, for that matter is production relations. The contradiction is that
I want to be a whole 'person and this society is stopping that development.
That ts why the women's movement was so great when it challenged the men
in the Left directly by saying: If you are talking about fresdom I want to see
some changes right here and now between you and me in this organization.
Joan Smith accepts a dehumanized form of contrudiction and thus never
‘moves beyond vulgar materizlism. Her solution is simply that ¢ne plan--
hers--is better than another. ‘ ' '

) " This dehumanization of the Woman's Liberation Movement leads:
Smith to say such things as: ' ‘

"Thz women's seli-help movement to whosé growth the theory of patriarchy
- has contributed...is very much an ambulance service to rescue women batter-
gd hy capitelist seclety.” g :

She speaks as if women arc booten, rapsd, stc., not 5y meon but
Ly an absiract. capitalist soclety. She wants to battle sexism, not by confront-
ing it In gll its forms (as the WLM has done) but by zveiding the issue of
sexism all together. Thus she says: S
"1t is not men as a social group, but tha famlily systam as the means of
raproducing capltalist society which underlies the specific forms of women's
oppression today." o

Smith sees women's anger, not as a powerful lmpetus for change,
but as sometning we have Lo "Hararad...while connecling the struggle o wo-
men to the struggle of all workers against thelr common expioltation." She
talks &s if women don't have something new to bring to that struggle preisely
because we are women. Joan Smith's dehumanization of contradiction reminds
me ol the empty headed slogans of tha Left and thelr "Black and white unite
and fight" or seying that it is the: workers who will stop the Nazis from
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marching in Skokie when in fact it is the Jawish survivors of the camps who
ars in the streets. WNevar once do they, or Jeoan Swmith, facs the nscessity o
working out all these centmdictions bitween Blrex and white, men znl women, a
Jews 2nd non-Jews, every day in every conirontation., They will not go away

by saying that the contradictions liz elsswhere,

, What Smith reveuils here all tqclexriv is her deafness to the Wo-
men's Liberation Movement which ruised the fact that we will not waii until
aftar the revolution to do battle with sexism bscause we live in an age where
we know that revolutions can occur and women nct be free. Listen to Yu Shuet
in 2 recent intsrview: ‘ ‘

"What they (the Chinese government) want is to have som= women te participate
in some roles in the administration. For example, in the factories they want
some women to hacome part of the administrative staff, er.in the Standing Comr
mittes of the Peoples Conference there may be some woman to vice-chair some
.committees. . In other words, they just want to put some wemen In Some posi-
‘tions in the government or party. This to me is not women's liberation at all.
It is only 2 type of oificial politics; thzy just want :S many.peepla to partiei-
pate in thsir party politics as possible. it is to serve their politics and it is-
not going to gt you freedom. In production they are trying to get more women
to work. For example, in factories they sct up nurseries, the reason beirg to
gzt mors womsan to work becanse a lot of tredition:zl villages still have 2 .arge
number of women not taking part in production as they have children to lobk
after and this reduces the produdtion force. It is for this reascn they set up
nurseries, not for women's liberation, So, their 'women's liberztion’ is de- ‘
signed to get more productive lzbour and to provide more tools to maks people
participate in their politics. It is very much the sime as in Hong Kong ‘and '
the West. The cepitalists say that women should have their richt to work in
soclety, but when they,say so. Their motive is to achieve a better way to use
the whole human race; why just exploit male labour on the market, the women
should be exploited too! They are not looking at It from a ravolutionary hu-
manitarian point of viaw at all. The Chinese governmsant only advocated ‘wo-
men's liberation' frem 2 capitalist profit-making viewpoint--not real emancipa-
tion." (Yu Shuet is 2 formar Cantonese Red Guard who fled to Hong Kong in
1973 after baing in the revolutionary movement and beceming disillusioned with
“ao's China. Quots from Feminist Communications, March 1978.)

, While .mmith “oes not 2ccept China as a soclalist society this whole
question of Chinz. ind other so-called seciallst countries throws light on 'Smith's
claim that capitalism can not do away with the family. This is one of a string
of assumptions that she never proves. Jade, Znother Chinese revolutionary
woman who hroke with Mao, had this to say about making private property Into
cormmunal and how thet transformad human rzlationships. (Quote -Jade In NOWL
on land refsrm.) : '

What Jade's story points out is the necessity for thsory to be con-
crete. When theory is only in ones head and not basad on what is happening.
in the livas of human beings, thsn eny kind of inhumen 2ct can be perpetuated
and all in the name of revolution, )

: Anothar orror that flows from Smith's concaption of theory runs
throughout her article. She reminds me of the woman &t the YWCA Talk-In
whars Georgia (thy Essex striker) spoke. This womon said that the reason the
Flint Sit-Down Strike won was baczuse of the good graces of the Michigan gov-
ernor! = Listen to Smith's interpretation of history. First she blames men's
low wages, not on capitalism, but on the fact of women and children belng in
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. i
the labor force. (Sounds llk: the bourgeoise saying the reasen we have such
hich unemploymant is baczusza of 2ll the women and children who "want" to
work.) She says this right after she ,uotes Marx saying:
“'Thus we Se¢ that machinory, whilst augmenting the human material that forms
the principal objsct of capital's axploiting powar, &t the sime time raised the
degree of cxploitation,'"
She gocs on to say that:
"/t the dem:nd of the most class-conscious Cazpitalist and at the demand of ths
wage-worksrs themselves, the Capltalist Stzte had to intervens in order to im-
pose rastricted working hours on both womesen and childrén.™

The capitzalist state gets credit for what men, womaon and children,
Black and whitz, éid in the trmendous 8-hour movements. The movements
wherse lzaflcic from Marx's Capitzl actuzlly became o part of the fight. {Smith
is talking of Britain but the 8-hour movament was therz as well nor, I think,
would her anzlysis change were she speaking of the US.) To Marx, whose
theory was an expression of thé movement, what the workers did inthe 8-hour
movzment was greater thzn a2ny abstract declaraticn because the question the .
. workars were asking, i.e., when does my day begin and when does it end, was
concrata.

. On page 20 Smith says: . - o _ ,
. "In the 1860s the State intervened to estabiish the same working conditions for
women and children thrcughout all workshops. In 1870 the State intarvened to
establish primary education. Before the First World War came the establish-
mant of Welfare Services and the Income Tax that would organise the working

class to pay for its own collective reproductionl These were the tiny beginn-
ings of state interveution.” : - ‘ '

A fach 2nd avery cne of these so-called 'state interventions" was the
result of tremendous mass movements for fresdom where the state--in fear of
ravolution, .in fear of its very lifz~-was forecd ‘to give in to freedom fighters
demands. To Smith it is British capitalism that is bensvelent:” : B
"In the past British capitelism sought te protect all womerd framn the burden of
certain types of work--night shift, polsons, metals like lead etc.--in order to
pretect tha reproduction of society..." :

: Women fought long and hard for protactive legislation and fer a_h-end
to child labor and explotation and- can she be talking zbout the same Britain
that Marx said used up 3 generation of workers in ons gemeration!

What runs throughout the emtire article is that for Joan Smith con-
tradiction is totally stripped of subjectivity. That is, that the human beings
who are the real shapers of history have no place in Smith's theory..

It is not just past history which suffers from this but what is
happening todzy. I just want to pick one example in part II whare Smith
states: .

. for the women at Trico ond Grunwick and the others like them separatism
has no meaning--they need the support of a unitzd working-class movement,
male and female, to win their battlas.”

What this negates is not only the reason why these struggles are so
long lasting and viclous but also negates the Rezson of working women. like
Georgla who in talking of her fight against both company and union Says that
the reason they are being treated so badly is becausg they are women. .
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Critique of Joan Smith, p.5

What Joan Smith fours is not s:parctism, but the independence
of the women's movaoment which will fight soxism where aver it is be that In
the so-called revolutionary p.:rtivs to lesd or in the capitzlist world. One
can not halp but wonder how Smith would =xplain Black oppression since she
can't blame it on an abstract notion of th: cnpitalist family. Sexist images
of women are blamed on thz family but what of the same stereotypes for
agvery oppressed group? '

Joan Smith's conclusions come as no surprise. After she has total-
ly strippad womer of our histery, our force, and our Raason the only thing
- laft to bring it all together is the pzarty. :

AS long as theory hzs no relation to what actuxlly zmerges irom
balow we cen never gst to 2nything new. Leftists, like Smith, can-create
"mew" categories that Teprasent only their own fantzsy world. The working
out of a relaticnship between the movements from theory and the movements

from practica has relevance for more than the Women's Liberation Movement Ig

Isn't it only by being theoretically preparsed for revolution that we can not
only recognize the reagon that emerges from below, but move forward to a
new socizty? ‘

Terry Moon - i
‘Women's Liberation, News and Letters
Chicago ’




Corresvondence from ‘Hpeerla and donr Fonr

As we vere finishine this wamphlet, we received two renorts from international
corresnondents -- one from idperia and one from Hong Wong.

. _ * W o *
This repert from digeria mentions tha protest of the market women, who have
a lonp nistory of ind¥pendence and activity in lest Africa.

i JICHRIA, april 30 =~ All universities in igeria have been closed after
armed pelice shot and hilled ten university students on a‘peaceful demonstra-
tion apainst a 300 percent fee inerease....

& woman writing in the "Femirine Forum’ column of the local newspaner made
these comments: {(ihe Jatiomal Council of "oren's Society is roughly enquivalent
to HOU/) ‘

“there s the ilatlonal Council of Vomen's foclety? Lver simce the sad events

of the last week which elaimed the lives of unarmed university students, T

have watched the headlines for the reaction of the collective nroun sup=

posed to represent iigerian women. But so far, the only women's voices that
have been raised in condemnation of the semselesss destryction of inuocent
lives has been that of market women in Ibadan who gtaged-/demonstration on

Tuesday ... ' ' : :

“In Wigeria, the word 'woman' is still synonymous with the womb, the mo-
ther, Oulte recently, the lead of State Lt. Gen. Olusegun Ohasanjo reminded
Niperlan women ot this most important role ... How then ¢an Migerian women .
have failed to raise ‘their collective voices on the onc single issuve over
which their right to be heard couldn't have beon. questioned by even the
staunchest opposer of women's righta? ) )

“Students lost their lives in the crisis. Mothers watched the lifeless
bodiles of their children claimed by silent graves ... The thought of the
pain and prief of these unfortunate ones could have moved others to sneai.
The possibility that in futute others may be affeécted in the same vay, and
may fecl ‘the same sorrov should have been encush motivation for all figerilan
women to collectively cry out against nolice brutality on unarmed children,
thus serving notice on the government that they would not stand aside and
wateh vhile innocent children are massacred ...oe. LI '

© {The wemen of) the Mational Council of s'omen's Soclety ... gather at
rallie- or dinner parties to make noise about pettine totally involved in
national development. Yet what do they know alout {nvolvement? '"hat has
been done to map out areas in which women's lot needs to be improved? ....
The council is shrouded in so much mystery that it appears like a secret’
society, an elitist club .... . '

“So many of the resolutions of the Hational Council of lopen’s Soclety
are couched in vaguc, meaningless oratory ‘that in ro tay lwnoses a duty on
iigerian women to pet out of their passivity.... So long o women remain
silent and restrain thelr actlvism to occasional noises uvhich reach no one's
ears, so long will thelr dream of *total involvement in the development and
1ife of the nation' remain what it is -- a mere dream.

“For hasn't it been said that 'it is only vhen women start to organize
in large numbers that they can become a political (and I hasten to add
social) force ond begin to move towards the poosibility of a truly democra-
tic society in which every human beinr can be brave, responsible, thinking
and diligent in the struggle to live at once frecly and unselfishly.*”

b % %




The letter from iiong Kony bepan with some details of the life of the people
there. There is no free education, no mininum vage, no nald maternity lecve,
The 1971 census shoved that 35,010 ¢ildéran ared 10-1%, two~thirds of them girls,
arc in the labox force; no one knuss how fany more are working tliegally. Less
than two percent of the population can vote for the local councils, and public
mectings require nermission from the oolice.

It is apainst this background that the the thoupht and activity of the striking
women trorkers, described here, is hishlighted.

lIOKG 10,G,ilay 3 -- l'ay Day came and went, vith absolutely no activity of any
sort permitted, but the ferment boiling below the restrictions revealed itself
during the preceding weck. On Anril 29, 299 vomen factory workers wenr on strike
against the Yolahama biusen Co,, hecause management had banred the women from
using the tollet between 11:30 AY and 12 loom, and from 4:30 to 5:00 P,

“We did this as too many were leaving the assembly line and stopning produc-
tion," said a spokesman. But the women went on strike and stopped production
entirely for three days. They went back to work after a reeting with the strike
cormittee, mansgement, and a Labour Department officizl reached an agrcement
that women could po to the bathroow at any time, thoueh not more than two from
each production line, and after getting permission £from the 1inme leader. The
women accepted this condltion only after the company agreed to pay them for the
time tliey were on strike.. . )

On April 28,1,000 women working at the Kun Tong electrenies plant, owned hy
Fairchild Semi-Conductors, first staged a “po-slow”, then a full-fledsed strike
with banners and a blockade of the factory and a nress interview. This strike
vas sparled vhen the women discovered that new hires wvere beinpg pald at the rate

of $32 llong Yong,daily (less than $7.7 U.S.) and frinre benefits, while they were

recelving $21.50. .

The women went out on strike independently, receiving no suppert from either
of the tvo existing lepal trade unions, nor from tha conmmity at larpe. Nut
thelr actions can be expected to have a tremendous impact on other factory workers
as the word pets around. . o ) ’
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Introduccién especial a Ja edicion mexicana
de Marxismo y libertad

Escribir esta introduccidn especial me da Un gran placer
no sblo por mis recuerdos de Méxicoy, 1937-1928, cuando
estuve ahi como secretaria de Ledn Trotsky, sino por la-
manera en que ese emncionante periedo historico ilumina
el mundo de hoy. Asi pues, el presidente Cérdenas no sélo-
habia concedido asilo a Ledn Trotsky precisamente cuando
Stelin lo injuriaba en uno de los mayores juicios fraudu-
lentos de la historia, sino que al mismo tiempo retaba al
jmperialismo estadounidense al convertirse en el primero
en suprimir la dominacién nerteamericana sobre el petrd-
‘leo de México. Por encima de todo se alzaba en aquellos
afios la Xevolucién Espaiiola. Retrocediendo alin mds en
Ia hisioria, Frantz Fanon, en 1961, sefiald que los espaiioles’
_en lucha contra Napoledn redescubrieron lo que les mili-
clas norteamerleanas usaron durante su lucha por indepen-
dizarse de la Gran Bretafin, Estos partidarios se Hamaron
guerrilleros, Lo importante era que las continuidades y
discontinuidades de esas luchas de liberacién eran insepa-
rebles de una subyacente filosofin de la liberacién que
Fanon sentia como indispensable para las reveluciones afri-
canas que remodelaban al mundo.

El intelectual revolucionario de Ios Estados Unides no
puede gino tener deseos de’ mostrar la otra Norteamérica,
diferente a aquélla del capitalismo estadounidense que tie-
ne una cronica tan absoluta de imperialismo en América
Latina, ya sea que se trate de la Guerra Mexicano-Norte-
americana de 1846-1848 que se llevé una poreidén tan gran-
de de la tierra de México, o de la ocupacién de la Zona
del Canal de Panami donde hastu i3 fecha el imperialismo
norteamericano se aireve a gobernar “en perpetuldad”, o
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del golpe neofascista en Chile, que fue financiado, armado
¢ inspirado en tar. gran medida por el gobiernce de Nixon,
desde 1970, El hecho de que el Interim Report de la Co-
misién de Inteligencia del Senado de los Estados Unidos
haya por fin revelado los horripilantes defalles de esos
dias y de que se declare ahora con fuerza en contra de
los asesinatos, no le impide mostrar su propia naturaleza
capitalista de clase al ser completamente ambivalente en
lo que se refiers a los intentos de organizar golpes en
contra de otros pobierncs, como si sélo los complots de
asesinato de un caudillo, y no los golzis en conira de todo
un pueblo, fuesen dignos de vondena, El pueblo norteame-
ricano no puede sentir otra cosa que repugnancia hacia
la manera en que 2l embajador Korry le escribié al pre-
sidente Frei, que se retiraba del gobierno, en conira del
presidente electo, Allende: “No se permitird que llegue
ni un perno, ni una tuerca a Chile bajo Allende... Hare-
mos todo lo que esté en nuestro poder para condenar a
Chile y a los chilenos a la mayor privacién y pobreza...”

Fl pueblo norteamericano no puede sino separarse de

un imperialismo tan deshumanizado, ¥ en este mismo mo--

mento estd presionando a la clase gobernanie en contra
de su continuacidn. De esta manera demuestra una mayor

solidaridad con el pueblo latinoamericano que con su pro-

pio gobierno, La solidaridad mas significativa es aqueila
que expresan los intelectuales revolucionarios, para quie-
nes los actos de solidaridad son insepsrables de una filo-
sofia de la liberacién. . .

. México también tiene recuerdes para mi después de que
romp{ con’ Ledn Trotsky cuande, al celebrarse el Pacto
Hitler-Stalin, no pudé ya seguirlo en su adhesién a la de-
fensa de Rusia como un Estado de los trabajadores “aun-
que degenerade”. Regresé a los Estados Unidos para co-
menzar la investigacién y el desarrollo de mi-teoria sobre

Rusia como una sociedad capitalista-estatal y, en 1944, tuve-

la oportunidad de traducir 'y exponer (en la American
Economic Review) la revisién que hizo Stalin de la ley
del valor de Marx, Al finalizar la Segunda Guerra Mun-
dial regresé a México para rcunirme con Natalia Sedova
Trotsky, a quien lei el primer borrador de lo que, en una
década, se convirtié ¢n Marxismo y libertad, obra de la
cual ésta es la cetava cdiclon,
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Cuando se completd la primera edieién en 1957, este
trabajo finalizé con las nvevas paginas de libertad sefia-
ladas por las reveluciones de Europa Oriental er contra
del totalitarismo rusp, y por la Revolucién de los Negros.
en los Estados Unidos, que se inicié con el bofcot de los
autobuses en Montgomery, Cuando, al principio de la dé-
cada de los sesenta, el conflicto sino-soviético hizo erup-
cidn abierta, escribf un nueve capitulo ZXVI): “El reto.
de Mao Tse-tung”, La’ hoja de parra de la terminologia
marxista ya nc puede, sostenia yo, cubrir la politica na-
cionalista dentro del conflicto sino-soviético, ¥y debemos
enionces preguntar: jPuede haber una guerra entre dos
paises que se llamsn a s{ mismos comunistas? Lo que so-
naba como “descabellado” en 1983 se ha convertido casi
en un cliché desde ¢l momento en que Mao le exfendié
a Nixon el tapete rojo, como Jo estd haciendoe hoy (1-12-
75) Teng para Ford, al tiempo que lo sermonea en contra
de una détente con Rusia. Serfa un comentario realmente
triste sobre nuestra época el que los revoluclonarios ge-
nuinos persistiesen atin en adherirse a uno u otrp poio de
la 6rbita sinc-soviética, como sl-ésta difirlera en su carde-
ter de clase del imperialismo norteamericano, en lugar de
construir un camino verdaderamente independiente hacia
la revolucidn social,

Las revolucignes no surgen en Ja plenitud del tiempo
con la finalidad de establecer a El Presidente o a una -
inaquina de partido. Bl caudille méiximo y el partiinost
(monolitistne de partido) estin ghi para ahogar la revo-
Iucién y no'para liberar la creatividad y las energias de Jos
millones de seres. El merxismo és o una feoria de 1z li-
beracién o nada. En el pensamiento y en la vida, coloca
Jos cimientos para el logro de una nueva dimensién hu-
mana, sin la cual ninguna sociedad nueva fiene viabilidad. -

Vivimos en *una época de nacimiento de la historia y
un periodo de transicién” coino el gue caracterizé la época
en que vivid Marx, Solo que el nuesire tiene un alcance
realmente mundial y comienza con la pregunta: jQué su-
cede después de la revolucion que tantas veces ha llevado
a una transformacién en opuesto? Nuestra era se enfrenta
a una tarea: ;Cémo puede el movimiento que parte de I -
teoria enfrentarse al desafio del movimiento que parte
de la practica y que busca una relacién totalmeunte nueva

.
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entre teorfa y prictica, de manera que »ueda reconstruir
la sociedad sobre principios nuevos y veiuideramente hu-
manos? As{ como Marx tuvo que luchar contra los “co-
munistas vulgares” de su tiempo, quiencs creian que todos
los males del eapitalismo serfan vencides al abolirse la
propiedad privada, nosotros no debemos caer en la trampa
de confundir ¢l “anticapiialisme” del comunismo, es deecir
1a economia planificada, por cualquier cosa fuera de Ia
‘que es: el desarrollo légico completo del propio capitalismo
en capitalismo de Estado, La unidad de teoria y prictica
que caracteriza ¢l nuevo continente de pensamiento de
Marx sigue siendo la iviniea vision que. puede darnes la
‘seguridad de que no habran mas transformaciones en opues-
to como aguelld que caracterizé la transformacién de Ru-
gia de un Estado de los trabajadores en una sociedad ea-
pitalista-estatal, y como Ia que ahors amenaza al Tercer
Mundo. Quienes fuimos testigos de la crisis de los pro-
vectiles en 1962 y vimos a Cuba atrapada en el fornille
de carpintero de las dos superpotencias que aspiraban a
‘la dominacién mundial, sabemos que el destino del munde
y el de los proyectiles en. Cuba no fueron decididos por
Castro, sino por Kennedy y por Jruchov, La misma sobre-
vivencia de la eclvilizaclén exige que se arranque de raiz
la vieja sociedad para crear la nuevs, sin clases,

" A lo'largo-de’las ocho ediciones de Morxismo y liber-

tad no ha habido cambio alguno en el contenido o en la

estructura de la obra, basade en el movimiento a partir
de la prictica hacia la teorie y hacia una nueva sociedad,
.a través de dogcientos afios de dessrrolle industrial, poli-

tico, intelectual e histérico: las edades de la revoluciom. .
Pareceria que la conveniencia de 1a obra se ha vuello mas

urgente en la década de los setenta, a causa de la emer-
gente pasidén por la filosofia por parte de una nueva ge-
neracién de revolucionarios dentroe de cada. pais, incluyen-
do a los Estados Unidos, Sea cual fuere la razén por la
cual 1a capitalista ONU escogié a México como sede de
la celebracién del Afio Internacional de la Mujer —y para
el desgarramiento que éste produjo— sigue en pie el he-
cho de que esto simboliza tanto al Tercer Mundo como al
Movimiento de Liberacién de la Mujer en sus aspectos de
razdn y de fuerza. v
La pasién por la filosofia que ha surgido en esta dé.
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cada, en contraste con la anterior, cuando el activismo en
general y la guerra de guerrillas en particular tenian a
la teoria relegada come alge de poca importancia que po-
dia adquirirse “de paso”, ha obligado hzsta a un Réyis
Debray a repensar las cosas, Mientras que en 1967 Debray
rechazaba la teorfa, como si no fuers mis que “el vicio
de excesivas deliberaciones”, en favor de “focos militares”
que lo decidirfan iodo, de ln misma manera en gue el
caudillo méximo lo seria todo, hz publicade ahora una
eriticn de sus conceptos anteriores que provocaron - tales
desastres. Despgraciadamente, se volvié pronto hacia los
Cuadernos filoséficos de Lenin, y lo que Debray busca asi
lograr es toda una hazafin: “deducir” de la unidad de los
opuestos un estilo militar mds, séle que ahora no se irata
de “focos militares” .sino de “guerra del pueblo”. Mo es
sorprendente que termine de nuevo er la rucda-de for-
tuna de las ticticas elevadas a estrategias. Debray ha apren-
dido aftn menos de Lenin que de Allende yuien, al ana-
lizar para &.!a lucha del pueblo latinoamericano contra
el imperialismo’ estadounidense, dijo: “La muerte cn vida
del pueblo no puede continuar”, concluyendo que *la li-
beracién de las energias chilenas” tendria el efecto de “'re-
construir la nacién”, Por fortuna, la miseria de la filosofis
de Debray no puede realizar la proeza de invalldar et con-
cepto Jeninista de la dialéctica de 1a Ilberacién, y menos
ain la de sustituir un subjetivismo pequefioburgués. por

-la situacién objetiva de nuestros dfss, la cual die a Juz

una verdadera pasién por la filosoffa de parte de las ma-
sas, Son ellas las que se rehusan a seguir separendo las
luchas de liberacién en si de una filosofiz de la lberacién,
cosa que dejaria el camino abierto pura otra revolucién
trunca. - .

Asi como, al estallar la Primera Guerra Mundial, la
traicién que la Segunda Internacional hizo al proletariade
¥ la forma en que vieib al marxismo impulsaron a Lenin

" @& regresar & los origenes filosbfizos de Marx en la din-

léctica hegeliana, para former as{ su propia praparacién
teérica para la revolueifn proletaria, da la misma manera- -
las revoluciones abortadas y los desastresos juegos con la

ouamma 20 guliilllas on puestra era nos deben impulsar
hacia una total revaluacién de la relacién entre teorfa y
prictica. El retorno de Lenin a la dialéctica formé los ci-
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mientos de la gran divisién dentro del marxismo (véase el
capitulo X). Es ah{ donde debermos comenzar.

Cada genéracién debe enfrentarse al desafio de los tiem-
pos o perderse en el olvido, Nadie puede sufrir la ilusién
de que nuestra época sefiala esos decisivos puntos de giro de
la historia en los cuales se malogra el gire. Al contrario.
Debido precisamente a la madurez politico-filosSfica de
nuestros tiempos, el movimiento a partir de la practica en
estas dos dltimas décadas es en si mismo una forma de
teorfa; podemos enfrentarnos a este desafio, slempre y
cuando podamos refornsr al humanismo del marxismo
vy a la nueva dialéctica de la Hberacién que Lenin des-
arrollé la vispera de 1917, manteniéndonos al nivel de lo
nuevo que hay en nuestra época. En nuestra edad de ab-
solutos, cuendo la revolucién y la contrarrevolucién estin
tan entrelazadas, no son s5lo los intelectuales “en gener:
quienes deben salir de sus torres de marfil; también deben
hacerlo los tedricos marxistas. Mar.msma y libertad es una
contribucién hacia ese fin,

Raya Dunayevskaya
i Hedefferson

1905
Detroit, Michigan
2 de diciembre de 19575.

NEWS & LETTERS
2832 East Grand Blvd. #31§
Detroit, Michigan 48211

Prefacio

Una de las tareas mis urgeutes parz tener una.com-
prensién cabal de la situaciin contemporfnéa es volver
a examinar la teoria marxista. Quizés ninguna otva teo-
ria ha previsto con tanta precisién lus tendencias bésicas
dec la socledad industrisl en su etapa posterior; y, aparen-
temente, ninguna otra ha sacade conclusicnes tan inco-
rrectas de su analisis, Si bien el desarrollo econdmico y
politico del capitalismio del siglo veinte acusa muchos de los
rasgos que Marx detivs de las contradicciones inherentes
al sistema, dichas coniradicciones no hicleron crisis en la
ctapa final; “la era del imperinlismo” ha presenciade un
reagrupamiento intercontinental pero también una estebl-
lizacién intercontinental del mundo occidental, & pesar de
0 a czusa de una “permanente economfa de guerra”, ¥
mientras la revolucidn socialista se {ragud ¥ se inicié gula
da por concepclones extrictamente marxistas, en la sub-
secuente construccién dél soclalismo én 3a érbita comunista
apenas se detectan rasgos sustantivos de la idea marxista.
Sin embarge, para reexaminar la ieorfz marxists, no se
gana nada con sefilar meramente el contraste euire la
realidad y las “prediceicnes” marxistas, En 1a medida en
gue la nocidn del desarrollo del capitalismo maduro ¥
de la transictén al sociallsmo fue elaborada por Marx y En-
gels cor anterloridad a la etapa en que su “verificacién”
fue prevista, puedz decirse que la teoria marxista implica
ciertaos prediceiones, Pero el caricter esenclal de esta teo-
ria niega tol designacién, La tcoria marxiste es una inter-
pretacién de la historia y, besada en esta interpretacién,
define la accién politica que, usando las posibilidades his-
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Special in&koduttidn to Spanish edition of Marxism and Freedon -

This special introduction gives me greal pleasure Panama Canal Zone which U.5. imperialism to this day with Leon Trotsky at the time of the Hitler-Stalin Pact
Lo write not just because of memories of Mexico, 1937-38, dares ruie *‘in perpetuity™; or the neo-fascist coup - in when I could no tonger foliow him in his espousal
when I was there as Scerelary to Leon Trotsky, but Chile whiéh the Nixon Admini:!.-alio_n. ever since 1870, of, the defense of Russia as a worker's slate “thongh -
because of what that exciting historic perind doos {4 did so much to finance, arm and inspire. The fact that degenerate™. I returned to the U.S, -lo bagin: the- re-
iliuminate the world today. Thus, President Cardenas the Iuterlm Repurt of the U.S, Senate Intelligence Com- search and ‘development of my theory of ‘Tlussia as a
had not only granted asylum to Leon Trolsky just when ~ mission has finally reveaied the harrowing details of state-capitalist sociely and In 1944 haqd the opportunily .- .
he was being reviled by Stalin in the greatest Frame-up thuse days and now comes out'strongly-against assassina- (o translate and. expose (in the American Ecoromic’
Trials in history,-bul was, ot the same time, challenging tion- does not keep it from showing its own capitalistic Review) Stalin's revision of Marx's law ol value. At the - -
U.S. imperialism by being the first to do away with  class nature by being thuroughly ambivalent on atlempls  ‘end «f World War 11, I réturned to Mexico to meel with
American domination over Mexican oil. Above sl in  to organize coups against a whole people, The- American Natalia Sedova Trotsky, to whom I read the first draft '~ -
those years towered the Spanish Revalution, [EREEE people ean feel nothing but loathing against Ambassador of whal, In a decade, finally - became'- Marxdsny ‘and v

Going still further back in history, Frantz Fanon, Korry: writing to the retiring President Frei against Freedom, of which this is the elghth edition, . :
in 1861, ‘pointed to the Spanish, in {heir fight against President-clect Allende: “Not a nut or bolt. will he When the firsl edition was completed -in: 1987, this- .
Nagoleon, rediscovering what the American yeomen. allawed 10 teach Chile under Allende . . » We ghall work ended with the new pages of freedom signalled by -
militia used in thelr. siruggle for frecdom from Great do all within our power to condemn Chile and the the East European Hevolutions against- Russian -{otlj.
“Brithan; They named .the partisans guerrillas. The point  Chileans to utmast privetion and poverty ., " tarianism, and the Black Revolution in- the 0.5, Initiated
was’ thal the ‘edntinuities and disconlinvities in those The American people cannot bul separate them- by the Monigomery .Bus- Boyeolt; When, in.the early

- liberating struggles were Inseparable from an underly- selves from such dehumanized imperialism, ang are, at i960<, the. Sino-Soviet conflict erupted rin - the open,- I

\ing 'philosophy of Hberation which Fanon felt indispen. this very moment, pressuring the rullng class againsi wrote n. new- Chapter (XVII}; *“The Challenge cf Mao
sable 'for the African Revolutipns reshaping the world. its continuation, Thereby they display greater solidarity Fsetung.” The fig-lear u!‘;;Mners!"lenninnlogy vean’ ne -
- . B e . with the Latin American people than with their own longer, I maintained, cover up, the nationalistle politles™

THE UNITED  STATES revolutionary intellectual Bovernment, The solidarity which is mest meaningful in the Sino-Soviel confliet and we mnust, instead; “ask: -
cannot “but be desirous of showing the other Ameriea  is- expressed by tevolutionary intellectunls for wham ° Cian there be war between two countries-czlling "them-
than that of .U.5, capitalism which has so unmitigated acls of solidarity are inseparable from a philosophy of selves Com,munist? What' sounded “wild" .in 1963 has °*
an imperial record in Latin America—whether that bo liberation, . . © very nearly becomz o cliche ever since. Mao rolled. out
the American-Mexican War of 184648 which taok away ‘

L - the red earpet for Nixon, as Teng is doing for Ford '
‘80 muzl: of Mexico's land; or the oceupation of the MEXICO ALSO HAS memorics for me after [ broke : : I S




today (12.1-75), while Jecluring him against “detente”
with Russia, It would, indeed, be a sad commentery oh
our age if genuine revolutionaries still persisted in
attaching themselves to one or another of the poles of
the Sino-Soviet orbit, as if that differed in class natute
from U.S. imperiallsm, instead of striking out on a truly
independent road of social revelution. :

Revolutions do uot arise in the fullness of time for
the purpose of estzblishing The Chairman or u parly
machine, The Leader Maximus and pariiinost (party
monolithism) are ihere o throltle the rvevolution, not
1o release the creativity as well a5 the cnergies of the
millions. Marxism ks either a theory of Nberation or it
is nothing. In thought and in dife, it lays the basis for
achleving 2 new human- dimension, without which no
new society has viabilily,
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WE LIVE IN 2 “hirth-time of history and a period
of transition” such as characterized the age in which
Marx lived, Oaly ours Is of truly world-wide scope, and
begins with the question: What happens after the revalu-
tion that hes so citen ied to a transformation into
opbosite? A task confronts our age: How cen the move-
ment from theory meet the challenge of the movement
from practice which seeks a totally new relationship of
theory fo practice so that it ean reconstruct society on
new, truly human beglnnings? Just as Maex had to fight
the “vulgar Communists” of his day who thought all
ille of capitalism would be overcome with the abolition
of private property, -we must not fall into the trap of
mistaking Communism’s “anti-capitalism’, i.e. planned
economy, for any other than what it is—the full logleal
development of capitalism.itself into state-capitalism.

The umily of theory and practice that characterized
Marx's new continent of thought remains the vision that
czn assure that (bere will be no further transformation
inlo opposite such ns that which characterized the trans-
formation of Russia ‘from a werkers' state into a state-
capitalist sociéty, and which presently threatens the Third
World, We who- were witnesses lo the missile erisis in
1962 and saw Cuba caught in the vise of the two sujer-
powers aspiring for world domination know.that the {ate
of the world and the fate of ihe misslles' in Cuba were
‘decided not by Castro, but by Kennedy and: Khrushchev.
The very survival of civilization demands-the uprooting
of the old snd 4he creating of a new classlass soclely.
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THROUGH AL the eight editivns of Marxlsm and
Freedom there has been no change in either the content
ar the structure. &f the work based on-the movement

, frem praetice to theory ‘and a new society through 200
years of Industrial, political, intellectual, historical de-
velopment—the ages’of revolution, 1t would seem that its
timeliness in the 1070’s has gained o new urgency be-
cause of the merging passion for.philotophy Irom a new
generstion of revolutionaries within each land,.the U.S.
included, Whatever the resson the capitalistic UN chose
Mexico as the place:to celebrate International Women's

. Year—znd be tom spart.by. it—the fact Temains that it

s symbolic of both the Third- World and the Women's

Liberation Movement as Reason as well as force.

The passion for. philosophy that has-emerged in this
decade, os:-against the 1560's when actlvism in general
and guerrills war 'in ‘partjcular velegated theory to an
_ inconsequential thing that could be picked.up “en route™,
has compeled even:.a Regis Debray lo sgme sccond
. thoughts, Whereas in 1987 Debray rejected.theory as it

it were no moro than “the vice of ¢xeéssive delibera-
tions™ In faver of “military focos™ thet would decide all,
even as the Leader Maximus would be all, he has just
now publishéd: 3 critique of his previous conccpls which
led {0 such disasters.® Unfortunately; in- presently turn-
ing to Lenin's’ Phifosopiale. Nolebooks :for® i dlalectic of
negativity Debray ls attempling quite a féat: *deducing”
from the wnity:of opposites still another:form of “mili-

tary focos”, No wonder, he once agaln” énds.up on a

merry-go-round of lactics,clevated 1o stralegy.

Debray hos learnied even less from Lenin than from
Salvador Allende who, in analyzing for him the struggle
of the Latin American people agalnst U.S,. imperlalism,
ssid, “The, living:death of the people cannot contlnue,”
concluding that “thé- liberation of Chilean energles”
would “rebuild the hation.” Fortunately, Debray's pover-
ty of phllosopby has no prowess lo- invalldate Lenin's

_concept of:the dislectles of lberation; much. less to sub.
stitute’ a -pétty-bourgeols subjectivism for. the ohjective
situntion of our day that gave birth to a veritable pas-
slon of phitosophy. on the part of the masses, It & they
who refuse any longer to separate the actual liboration
struggles frain the philosophy of liberstion which woull
lay thenrselves open. for still anotker unfinlshed revolw.
tion, e g

*Rogis. Dobray, La Crithque dod’ Avinds 3 and 1t

(1074, Pagis} and Prison Writings (1973, Lanton )

JUST AS, at the ocutbreak of World War I, the
Second International's betrayal of the prolefariat and
vitiation of Marxism led Lenin to ceturn to the philo-
sophic criging of Marx in the Hegellan dialectic as his
theoretic preperatlon for proletarian revolution, so the
aborted: revolution and the disastrous playing with guer-

‘rilta warfare in our era must lead us to a tolal re.

evaluation of the relatlonship of thsery o practice.
Lenin's return to dialecties lakd the foundation for the
Great Divide in Marxlsm (gcea Chapter X), It is there
we must begin, .

Euch generallon meats the thallonga of the dimes or
{ades into oblivion. No one can be under the [liusion that
o epoch marks the type of turning point in history
where history fasils o turn. On the contrary, Precisely
becanse of the political-phitosophic maturity of our age,
the movement these past two decades from practice that
is jtself a form of theory, we can meet this challenge,
provided we feturn lo the Humanism of Macxism and
the new dialecticr of diberation Lenin worked out on

. the eve of 1017, on the level of the new in our epoch.

In our age of absolutes, when revolution and counter-
revolution are so Interlocked, it is mot only- the in-
tellecluals “in general” who must Jeave thelr ivory
towers: so, too, must the Marxist theoreticians, Marxism
and Freedotn §s a contribution toward that end.

Tiaya Duunymkly;a
Detroll, Michigan
December, 1975




