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To the memory of Wil Steln, who, as
a Marxist-Humanist, was proud to be
an activist in the Women's Libaration
Movement, and who, in .the . early
stages of this pamphiM,’ crealively

helped it to he.
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THEN AND NOW: above, garmont swaatshop In N.V.
today In Pennsylvanla. Oniy the machine has changed

In 1800; below, garment shop
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To Our Readers:

Many of you wili racognize yourselves in this pamphlet. It was writter by more
than the three authors. In the collectivity, we did not wisn to lose the individusiily,
whether as activist, as thinker, or both, Thus, at times, we usad the “I" whather it
was one of us or one of you spaaking. At other limes, we told stories as "they",
or commented 2n events whether we wera of wera not there, so long as we dis-

_ gussed It with others and saw something new in the way i was told.’ T

Where do we go from here? . .

Becausa workers think lhair‘own thoughts, they are e\;ery bit as “Intellectual”
as profassionals who Jelude themselives that all originallty resides in their thoughts. !

In all eases, working wamen, here and now. whather [n production or in the homs,
or in political activity or Just thinking things through, are hewing out new paths to
liberatlon, and It Is their stories that must be told and become the basis of the new
action and the new thaory. Let the deed and tha Jdialogue begin. '

ya OF “Women as Thinkars and as Revalulonaries.”




{. On the Winds of Freedom

+ Tac Black Revolt of the Sixties: Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer,
Gloria Bichardson, Mary Hamitton, “Woman Power Liniimited"

o Terry Moon: a White Young Woman's Libsrationist
o Warking Womea's Struggles Across the Land

On the winds of freedom relaased. by the Black Revoluttons sweeping the
‘worid and this country, giving birth in the 19603 not only to the youthtu! Free Spaach
and antl-Vietnam war movements, but to a whole new genaration ol revolutlonaries,
the Women's Liberation- Movement fourd It had to confront not only the Right but
the Lelt who relegated “women's Issues” to someihing that would get attention
“alter tha victory of the revelution.” :

Daspite all attempts 1o Invalldala‘lhe nead for an' independent movement of
woman, the facls ara that only with the birth of this, Just this Movement, was it
recognizad that Women's Liboration is an idea whose time had co.a.

The greatest achievement of the Women's. Liberation Movement, which Is
activa and vividly 8 part of our everyday !ives, has been that it gave proof 10 the
idea that none can “give" us freadom. We, and only we, can irae ourselves. The -
idea that woman's liberation Is the task of the women themselves cama-out of the
soncreta struggles of the 1980s, reaching a crescendo today, In the 1970s,

. Thus, although before the 13605 ii was Aosa Parks, seamstress, who had n-
itiated the who!a Black Revolution in.the South in 1855 by refusing to glve up her,
geat on the.bus to a while man; and although In the 1960s, before Mississippi
Freedom Summer, Fannle Lou Hamer had not only initiatad but had been a leader .
in that movament — still, as womon, they were treated as the exception, If not
sheer "accident.” Indeed, Gtorla Richardson, the recognized leader of tha movement
in Cambridge, Md., was told to step. back by the male SNCC leadership when they
arrilved on the scene because, they said, nobody ‘would accept a women as
leader. She didn', not for anybody. .

And totally unnoticed to this very day is the fuct that when white and Black
Freedom Riders were thrown into those miserable Souihern racist jalls in 1961,
they found there was a group of Black women who called themselves “"Woman
Power Unlimited,” who tried to make life haltway tolerable and waited for them
when thelr terms were ovar to speed them back Norih to spread the word of
freedom. We alone recorded what a white Freedori. Rider wrote about “Woman
Power Unlimitad™ in the same pamphlet In which Mary Hamiiton recorded not only
her own experience as a Black Freedom Rider, but her new awareness of the
continulty betwesn that and the historle struggles ol the Abolitionigis 100 yoars
earlier. : e

" felt,” she wrole, “that we were part of ine hisioricai moveinent fur freedom
which began with the Abolitionists, ! remember the Boston ragpicker, David Walicer,
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ROSA PARKS, top left, Isunched Black ravoll in U.5. by refusing fo glve up bus
swnt to white man in 1955 in Montgomery, Ala; woman at right walks fo aupport
bus boycott with grozerles carrled cn her head. FANNIE LOU HAMER, botiom
left, was 2 leador of the Nisslesippl Freedom Democratic Party in the 1980s.

FARAH ctrike won nationwide support — and unlon victory for workers In 1972.
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and his Appeal to the Colored Cilizens of the Unlied Siates in 1820, that caused
such a sensation that legislatures in the Soulh were callad into speciat sesslon
1o enact laws against reading it . . . . 50.000 cupies of this 76-page pamphlet ware
sold and circulated from hend to hand, Those who could not read had othets read
It to them, The 3outh trembled al the simple words of an obscure Negro.” 2
.. Thus, o the l'-':anh. the young white middle class Women's Libarationisis
found many on ths Lelt resisting thalr movement. One of the yaung faunders of the
movement in Michigan, Terry Moon, described her experlence:

“The small groups that began getting together all over America tn 1967
and '68 signalled a new stage. in the same city there might be sevaral groups,
nona of whom knew about the othor. Most of the women wera young, whila
and middle class and usually one or two in each- group had some cemiact
with the Left. They wara thoroghly disgusted with it bacausa of how they
had baen troated becauss they were women, but none of this had yot been
verislized. It was these woman who look the brunt of the Left's hatred and
!sur of the emerglng women's movement.

When we road about the attacks on the Women's Liberation Movement
today, by men In the Left in Porlugal, we had better not think It could only
happen in a “backward" country. The truth 5 that Is exactly what happened
to us right here. | will never forgel gaing o a peace march In Washingion,
D.C. A white middle class mule Leftist told me, “You aren'l oppressed, you

" white middie class bitch." When wa marched in a demonstration 1o protest
the racist policiss of The Detrolt News and carrled signs opposing saxist .
segregated want ads, we wera pu...ad and shoved, laughed at, and men triad
to take our signs away from us. In a peace march down Woodward Ava., the
main drag .in Detrolt, one Gay Liberation group — all men — threw garbages
atus and in ene of the last blg marches 'n Washington, 0.C., we had stones
as wall as insults hurled at us, Thai might not happen now, of course, but |
wiil not target.” .

* Above all — or more procisaly put,.from below ~ arose working women's
struggles. They found they hed to fight not only the company, but the labor Luraau-
cracy, and- not only male but female labor leaders, as they began thelr owr sell- °
organization,

A new dimension in class struggles burst forth all over the land. In Texus,
2,000 primarity Chicana workers struck tha Farah clothing factors for 21 monihs
and hisplred a natlon-wide boycott to support them. In Northern vallfornia, 4,000
registared nurses struck 40 hosplials, demanding better patlent cara. Telephona

. workers broke out In natton-wide wildcats, net only helore, but alter thelr union
reached a setilement with Ball. In Norfoik, Va.,. Black women who processed clams
and oystars for Campbsili's s0Ups slruck and found they had to face dog8s, cops
and scabs,

Not all the struggles expressed explicit links to the worman's libaratlon move-
ment — but it was “In tho air,” whether it was tha Welfare Rights Qrganizallon ar the
Bleck nurse’s aides of Charleston who lad thousands of peaple into the streets
weeX altor weak; or whether, latcs, i was e Freuhaul office warkars strike, which
was kept alive by the Women's Liberation groups in Detrolt joining the plckel linas:

n llien lstor wan en historic Counl  dect Iring that Blecks In Alsbama s
Edd::;rog.bm the !llre M., "Mr-."lcr “Miss.” She was co-auihor with Louise Inphram and oihers of
Freedom Ridere Spsak For Thamsslves, News & Laiters, 1661,
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VWOMEN marchers In N.Y. massed on Aug. 28, 1871, demanding end to sexism in
society. . ' .
or, most recently, two Naw York cleaning women in thelr sixtias and sovenlies, who
complained that man were paid more, and when asked what they thought about WL,
declared, "Wa are women's liberationists!" e

New women's volces began to be heard averywhere. A Black darmitory
worker at Calllornla’s UCLA, with whom Women's Liberationists there began to
work, declared; . . -

“we who work In the dormitories are Just as unhappy"'as the students
about the conditions of the bulidings. We know thar the students deserve
better working conditions and lelr treatment. We.are Black, we ara all humans
and cannot ba expected 1o do @ superhuman amount of work In an elght-
hour day. Tha university wants you to be loyal to your Job. But I'ask, is UCLA
loyal {o the women? { say-no. . '

In the dormitorios they expect women to do the same amount ol wark,

! they receive lass pay. We have women working

d, doi @ rastrooms on the men's sida, The students are

running around nudn, using the testrooms, while the womon are-trying to do

thelr job, ! wonder, if these same women weren't Black, but wera -white
women, would the mariager expect them to do this? ‘

_ This i & placa whara thay don't care anything about a woman, and jf
You are a Black woman, they care evan lass,”

“You Get So Disgusted Wilh The System”

Becauss these are facts and we want, first and foremost, 10 begin with those
working women's volces, we tell you from thg very beginning that it is not only new
volces you'll be hearing and new ations you'li-be witnessing nitiated, but new
thoughts, original thoughts that go to the very root of the task,

“You Get 50 Disgusted With the System"” Is one such tale of g Black_working
woman, Pat Cartor, telling it not only as it is. but an sha'd live tn E

) is important lo women that they huve the same privilegas as a man In
things that have to be done. It you're the head of your house, you've got the
8ame responsibliities he has, as far as golng out, having a job, and making a
living for your houseahold. But whey always sesn. 1o hire a mala befora they'
hire & temale. For seme reason they think, "Ha's a man. He needs a job™

T
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And when you do gat in the plant, it's the same thing. For somae reason,
thoy don’t want women In thete. Thuy always pul wonien on the hardest jobs.
They Higure you won't te able to do them and then they can send you back
out inlo the streocts. People seem afraid 1o speok up for lear they might got
fired. Thay tatk a lot about the pressure put on them with the company saying.
“ you don't do i we'li hira somebody alse” They think that ihe union Is
nol really working in their pehulf so they ake It and go on.

Production never stops. 1f you have a grievance ovoer somothing that Is
dangarous or harmtul to you, you've got to do it untll that line stops. Then
you go sz the committaeman to ses what can ba done about It. But you
don't stop that line for anything. :

i They have some jobs where lwo persons do il It the foreman gels
ornery, he'll put you on it alone. You call the committaeman and he says,
“well, it looks llke cne person can do that.” These commilleemen are sup-
posed to be for 1he workers, but after they're in there, thay really aren’t.
They say, “Weli, you women wanted to be (lberated. You asked for this.™ To
them, liberated maans you want fo do the dirtiest jobs in the plant.

To me liberaled means you don't want 1o be bound down, you want the
opportunity o do something for yourseil, to be independent, not o have
others think for you, 10 be free to speak up for yourseit and do some of the
things you want 10 do. Man have feit that you didn't have any rights to do any-
thing but stay homae, rear children, lake care. of the house and look after
their needs. Men think they are superlor to women. But } don't think so.

A Job makes you independent, Why s It that men want you to be depend-
ant? Nobody should have ‘0 depend on one Individual to help them that way.

I('s tha woman's drive thal keaps her going. Women do twlco the work
men do bacause housework is never done. You pu® in elght hours at tha
plant, and when you come home you've gat to cook, wash, iron, clean your
house, mop your floors, wash your walls. 5o why do they want to put you on
tha hardest jobs In the plant? ) . .

Why should we have to continue this suffering? Why should we con-
tinually be exploited? How do we go aboul making some baslc changes?
We need to begin, You gel so disgusted witk this system. You can’t just it
at home and think everything will take care of lself. Because it doesn'l,

How long will & total change In socloty take? We've got to do something
now, not 100 years ar 50 years from now. We need It now. tols of people are
going through what ¥m golng through. You have to hope that paop'a will
-come together in unity to bring about a changa, It we keep_it within ourselves,
nobody knows how we feel. When you find oul that other p_eopie fee! the same
way, you know you'rs not In this alone, and Il we get together, things can
change.

Wao nead (o put together work and thought. Without thal, we won't be

maoving.y
Q

How is It that laber, in general, which producaes averything, Iz always on the
bottom of the heap — thu bottom of the aconomic ladder as welt as the so-callod
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intellectual one? .

How is it thal women are placed even lower, torced 1o sulfer the additional
weighl of male chauvinism?

How is it thal there Is still a further division, belween white and Black women,
with Black women burdened by the additional weight of racism as woll as male
chauvinism? .

Since so-called "womern's jobs™ and "men's jobs" change with the winds of
time, why i5 it that.no sooner are wars that drove them 1o the lactory over, than
wonien are thrown out on tha sireet?

Haven't women as jaborers always been used . . . from the unpaid iabor
wlithin ‘the family. 1o their “unskilled labor” in any and every occupation as the
nacessities of class soclety demanded? )

Haven't the great leaps Irom necessity o freedom bean from thase who labor,
working women as well as men?

Let's ook at hislory and sea the conlinuily and the discontinuity of our nge
and the past.

14




Il. Long Hidden From History
and Philosophy

“To recognize, in principla,
the equality of right between
men and women as being the
sole means of establishing
Human Unity." ~ Proposed
by Flora Tristan, in Union
Ouvriere, 1843°

“t come from another fisld ~
the country of the slave. Thay
have got their liberty, so much

" good luck o have slavery

partly deslroyed. Not entiroly.
I.want it root and branch da-
slroyed.” — Sojourner Truth,

1867 *

The question of putting work aid thonght together, which .the Black working
"~ woman, Pat Carter, ralses ioday, Is the red thread that runs throughout the history
of working women. Women s struggles and thoughts have so long been hidden from
history and phllosophy that evan now, when women historians are finally unearth-
ing many untold tales, they are stlll told as’If the facts were shorn of meaning -
as [f thay didn’t really add up to philesophy, to women as thinkers. :

Whether we take two pages from the 19th century — Flora Tristan in England,
raising the question of & new international for working women and men, or Harrigt
Tubman, the Black conduclor of the Underground Railroad and ganeral in the
Clvil War5 — or whether ws look at the quastions that confront us loday, we will
see what! Sojourner Truth was raising when sho criticized smen for beln_g “short-
minded,”

 Whather we go as far bock-as the very first recordad Mald's Petition of 1647
demanding lrom’ the Brlilsh Parllament “libarty every second Tuesday.” or whather
we come all the way to the present-day Black Waman's Liberatlonist, Doris Wrght,
asking, “When the fime comeas to put down my gun, will ! have a broom shoved In my
hands?,” thera is a long, toriuous trok to freadom in thought as weli as In fact,

 Pagas from the 19th Century: Flora Tristan, Sojourner Truth, Clara Lemlich

Take those three facts of 19th century hl'story. when Karl Marx was discovering
a new continent of though?, which he called & New Humanism:

®  In 1843, the Sraar belote Marx wrote his now-famous Economic-Philosophic
Manuscripts, Flera Tristan had already proposed a world-wide Workers' - Intar-
natlonal to sbolish the divislon between mental and manual labor. She was the

3. Unlon Ouvrlere was thy hirst published propect of a worid-wide Workers' intarnational. Se¢ Chapter XVIL,
“Flora Tristan® in A Histety of Soc’alist Thought, Voll, by G.D.H. Gols, Macmillsn & Go.. Londen, 1962,

4. In this sgesch buiore an Equal Rights A , 5o Truth tnued, “Than we will
ull be fiee Indeed. 1 iosf 1nat if | have 1o answer ior Ihe decds done in my body |ust & much a3 a man,
) nave & right 1o have just ap much a% & man. Thero is a graat s Abow! colored men geiting (hair nghis,
But nol & word about the colored women; and W colored men gat thew pighis and nol colored women
theira, you sse the colorod men will ba master over the wamen, and Il will e just as bed as it was be-
farp.” For the stary ol thia greal woman |hinke: and dosr see The Narrative of Sojourner Truth, Ebony
Clasaics, Johneon Publishears, Chicego, 1970

§. Soe Harrlet Yubman by Earl Conrad, Baul 8. Enkason, N.Y., 1089.
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first parson ever to do so. The fact that she died suddenly the vary next year,
and couldn't possibly have developed a comprehensive philusophy, cannot detract
from that germ of u new contirent of thaught it would take Marx a quarter of a century
to fully deveiop.

®-  Sojourner Truth was a former stave who, though illiterate, was so total a
thinker that she (1) Inspired the educated middleclass white women and creatively

~ gave birth to tha first women's convention in ihis country; (2) continued even alte;
slavery was abolished to work with the women's movement, evan 1o the point of
breaking with the greatl Black leader, Fraderick Douglass, as ske accusad all men
ot being “short-minded” not te see that fraadom can't be total if women ars ax-
cluded fram that totaiity; and (3} from the very start of her freed llfa not only gave
up her “slave nama,” but included 1he whole of her ahllosophy In the new name she
claimed God gave her — Sojoerner Truth.

®  Clara Lemlich, an immigrant garment warker, describad as “a wisp of a girl,
still in her teens,” got up at a mass maeting In New York City in 1808, where the
extonsion of the Triangle Shirtwaist sirlke was being debated .in long hours of
speeches, and asked for the floor, "l am a waorking girl," she sald, "one af thess on
strike against Intolerable conditions. | am tired of iisiening to speakers who talk in
ganeral tarms. What we are here for is to decide whether we shall or shall not
strike. | offer a resolution that & general strike bo declared — now!" The naxt day,
30.000 unorganized workaers answered the call, In 13 weeks, 312 shops had 1ull
unlon contracts.’ ) L

The histories of women are now many and varied®, but we wish here to limkt
hislory 1o our own age and 1o take up only the last four decades, beginning with
the birth of the CIO, It 1s a history of women, white and Biack, who llve in this
pamphiet through thair experiences as production and office workers, and who.
wish to uproot this whols exploilalive, racist, sexist system. :

6. Such histories inchide whols boska such 28 Century of Struggle by Eleanor Fiaaner, Atheneum, New
York, 1973 Women, Meshtance snd Asyotuilon by Shoeils Rowbotham, Panthecn Pross, N.¥., 1971 Slack
Women In ¥hite Amurica, sdiisg by Gords Lerner, Vinlage Bookr, N.Y.. 1973, pamphists such as ¥erking
Women and Thele Qrganlistions by Joycs Maupin, Uniocn WAGE. Berkeley, Cal, 1874; oven picturs-hiy-
lories auch as What £RGlo-assay en 1he history o1 working woenen in Ihe U.S.
publishod by the San F Hislory Graup. For Ihe hidden dimension ol women and Blacks
in 1776, soa Amarica's Firal Unilnlshed Aevolulion, published by News & Lefiers, Detroll. 1878.
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A T R
R - N RN o
WOMEN'S Emergency Brigade, armed with two-by-fours, playsd cruiclal role
i Flint sli-down strike faading to first auto union contract In nalon in 1338,

The Hidden Dimensicr of the 1920s: The Women's Emargenci Brlgado

The whole question of the birth of the CIO, whicn transiormed the face of
industrial America, depended on three lorces that had entered the historic arensa
in an entirely new way. Whore, hefore, the unskilled workers wero-always subor-
dinate to the skltled, 1t was the unskilled who created the new category of Industrial
unionism. Where, kefora, only the Leit, such as the IWW, had 2 great Black
organizer such as Ben Flelcher, now the Black workers s masses in motlon became
plvotal to industial unionization. And though women wera active in organization
drives from the earfiest days of the labor movement, this was the first time
that even thosa not in indusiry were critical to the siruggle, and transtormed en-
lirely the concept of "auxiliary” into the Women's Emergancy Brigade.

it was in Fiint, Mich., In 1936, that the wives, sislers and mothers of tha 4,000
men occupying four dilferent planls of the powerful GM corporation, organized
themselves 1o provide strike support. But tar from remaintng Just In the kitchun
making the sandwiches, they soon found themseives In ihe front lines, armed with.
wooden two-by-fours against the police.,

Genora Johnson, who was ceniral 1o the creatlon of the Brigade, described
e woraan who volunleered by the hundrecs:

We were filled wilh determination 1o win our struggles, We were reaching
for tha stars and were willing 1o lay down our lives to win this fight for the
battarment of humanlty . . . In ona of the cruclal battles, six women of our
Brigade were oulside one o! the plants while men were inside walding and
barricading the doors so they could take over the plant. The women saw
the police and knew they had o slop them from entoring the plant, while the
man inside were fighting with the scabs and ordering management out. Gne
woman want to call the rest of the WEB while the flve strung them3elvas over
(he plant gate. First we lrled to reason. Wwhen they started pushing, we clenched
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our lists and told them, “Over our dead bodies!" In that moment ol procrast-
ination and hesitation, wo looked up and at the top of Chevrolet Avenue we
saw the band of red berets of our Brigade coming with tha American flag,
singing “Solidarity,” and we knew we were safe. Those woruen played a
very decisive role in that strike.” '

It is fantastic to reduce this aclivity to being “just supportive.” It was these
women, as women, who not only helped to turn the tida ioward racognition of the
union, but also helped establish the unily o! employed and uneémployed, women
and men, Black and white,

From World War Il to Today: Four Wamen's Experiences

Now listen to the fiving histories of fous olhar women, from the oulbreak of
World War Il o the present day: - ' )

Ethel Dunbar: Black Production Worker

#The first factory job | ever had was In a shirt tactory In Monigomery, Ala,
They had five or slx men aver all the women who ware.sewing and they kept us
flying on those machines. Every time they brought someone to see tha factory,
they took him lo the cne who was the fastest worker 1o sae how fast she could.go.
Then they'd come to the rest of us and lell us we'd have lo go a little faster. Wa
made $15 a week. That was in 1942,

Then ! got to Detrolt. The day after 1 arrived | want 1o the Holbrook' shop at
Chevrolet and got hired that day. We were working 10, and 12 hours a day, and
wo made 380 a week, Thay took us 1o whatever machine we were 10 work on and.
‘showed us what to do. !t was 1he same as In the Soulh. They had men walking
around whose whole job was just 1o make the women work harder. The women,
wheravar | have worked, have always had harder jebs than the men, | never minded
. lelling the foreman.what | liked and what | didn't like. And whet | didr't iike was
that no matler how fast | worked, he. always wanted me to do more. 1 always told

BLACX women swalivi de-
fanzs Indistiy vaniw during

+« o and were
throvn out when war onded,

1. While Genora Johnson hes long baen recognited for tha crucial role whe played in the Funl sitikg, il
was nal unil 1975 (hat tha full siory of the WEB wsl hnally recorded by Pat Yaghissian. Sew “Papers in
Women's Stufes,” vol. 1, No, 4, Juna 1975, Univeruty of Michigen, Ann Arbar.
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him to show me — whatevaer he wovld do, | would do i, too.

| was on a drlll press at first. Then they put me on a8 heat treat. ! never did
any more than the foreman could show me he could do. So they put me on grind-
ing the pinions, The foremar kept wanting tc stand over me and make mg do
maore. | always told tham, “rm keeping my word — you show me — and I'll do just
what you do.” '

| worked on three different machinas all durlng the war. And then, the day
after VJ day, there wasn't a Black woman lell in the piont, They told evorybody fo
go home, the war was over. The unian told us to come te the unlon offica the day
thay lald us off, and pay our dues so they could fight to gat our jobs back. We
naver hoard another thing from them. Not ore of those Black women ever got

back in,” ‘ Q

This is no individual story. In less than three years after World War Il broke
out, moro than four milllon women were racruited In the war manutacturing fn-
dusiries and were found capable of handiing all Jobs. If the load was loo heavy,
the company simply adapted tho machinary. More than 75 percent of the new -~
workers ware married women, and 60 percent were moro than 35 years of age.
Mare than two-thirds of all restaurant workers entered war work. The number of
Black domestic workers falt from 72 percent 10 48 percenl of employad Black
women, and the number in agriculture fali 1o 7 perceni. The women _joined .lhe

" unions, bu! had to sign an agreement to give up tha job whan the war ended.

Angzala Terrano: Elactrical Workar _

#The first job | got In an electrical shop was at Olympic Radlo and TV in New
York in 1956. They had just had & sirlke. The workers were Irying to get thelr own
unlon in, and the company ‘wanled a company union. They were hiring new people
and making them 3igi up with their cholce as soon as they hired in, right in the
office. :

_ The second week | was there, the workers went out on sirike again. Those twe
weeks werg an education. The company had goons standing around, not doing any
waork, just heciling the workers, espoclally the womon a5 they walked to the
tollets. It finally exploded into a riot on our lloor. One woman who was prognant
got so upeet she had a miscarriage. -

Aller the “riol," the company had Pinkerton guards standing at the head of
each line. So we had a sii-down strike. Wa sat at the lines and banches for several
hours just banglng our tools on the tablas belore we were made 1o leave. On the
picke! lines, the women described (o us the earlloy sirlke and the fact that New
York City's “linest,” those men in blue, didn't care if you were a woman, The women
finally got equalily with men on the picket line. One story thay tok: with special glee
was about 8 cop who started 1o sock a woman striker he had pinned against a
tree. Sho managed to move her head at the moment his list came down, aimed at
her nose — and he siruck the tree instead. )

in 1856 | worked al Burroughs in Delrolt, wiring up telelype keyboards. Thay
had “dossiers” on us. They called them “"character charis” and the foramen had
access 1o them. One day, alter the {foreman had heard some rumbling among “his .
girls" about the pay raises that were coming up (foremen and foreladlios like to
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ELECTRONICS workers began arganizing after Woria War I,

call tactory women “their girls"}, ha called us into his ollice ane by one. | remem-
ber him telling me about the charts, and that work habits, days out. character
gradings and &l sorts of things ware &n them, He questioned me about the fact that
every month { ook two days oll, no malier whai, His parting word was nol to talk
to anyene, at the bench or in the toilets, bacause “you donn know if they are
bugged or not” Shades! of Watergata! It is obvious that keeping workers separate
= women from women, women from men, young from old - is a life and daath
question for the capitalist, -

‘In the electronlc shops, job classltications are devised to be able to pay men
workers higher wages. Il is the same in the garment shops, The cutiers are called
the skilled workers and have their own local. | would like to see a man sit down

thout semeone showlng him how to do i He has to

i woman does. Nor can the difierenca in “strength” be

an excuse — way back in 1949 when | worked at Lilly of Frafce, the culting - ma-
chines were electrical, . '

1t Is two decades since | began working in shops and even with the rige 18
the WL movemaent here [s where we ara:

In the tast electronics shop in which | worked in 1968, a very nice male ¢o-
act same fob lor about four months. He was getting
9 $80 a week. I don't know if il was coingidence or
not, bul when | began asking for more money, he was classificd as & tachniclan
which enfitted him 10 the higher rate of pay. |
Puerio Rican worker ang very
wanl o cause him any trouble, bui | couldn't toler.
| conirontad one of the bosses. He refused lo snswer why | shouldn't receive the
5ame amount for the same work. Finally. | eornered him ut fus office, My co.
workers were delighted when lhay saw me plant mysell sida-ways in the doorway.
i was seven months Pregnant and he didn't dare push his way through. I roceived
a $10 weekly raice, but by then it was oo late. | had to quit working very soon after.
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Maris Dignan: Office Worker

~ Wwhile | was warking at a sociat 8dency lundod by the Uniteg Foundation (UF)
in 1969, the workors — clerical, maintenance. para-proigssionat and professional —
went out on strike for a union and a conlract. Fifteen offices wera involved.

We were 85 percent woemen angd more than bhall of us were Black. Inspired
by the Black stiuggle as well as Women's Liberation, we decided we ware sick of
paternalism on the job, Racism and sexism in the' UF kept our wages intolerably
low at the same tima that it kept funds from gomg to those in the comumunily that
needed them most. We were especially angry that not o.a penny of the millions in
the “emergency fund” had been spent after the Detroil Rebellion in 1967, when
hundreds of homeless lamilies weore dasperate {or jobs, facd, clothing and shelter.
We wanted to do something about all these tifngs.

| worked in a very small office with alt women, and at lirst we picketed all day
long. up and down a majer highway in front of our offtices, We became angrier as
the days passed with people Ignaring cur picket line or laughing at “the girls.” But
when the sanitalion workers respecied our picket line and let the garbage pile up
al the oftice, we were greally insprred,

We were out for over Iwo months, during which Hme our strike htadquarters
was opan lo everyone all day long. We metat least twice a week. bul we didn't have
any strike fund ana we were really wondering how we were going to win, We de-
clded that all of us and our supporters would plekst a big UF fund-raising dinner

. A our eyes when wo saw two of the big-shot
labor leaders, Doug Frasor, UAW vige prasident, and Tom Turner, prasident of
Metro Dalroit AFL-CIO Council, cross our line by sneaking through & side door.
Bul the waitresses who wera supposed lo serve the banquel refused 1o Lross,

OFFICE workers are
now launching mil-
tant organizing drives.




even though they would iose their wayges. The labor leaders were' shamed into
rushing back outside, but | know that ncne ef us would aver trust a labgr bureau-
crat again, '

Another time, we showed up one morning 10 pickel enmasse at one of the
worst offices, where they had Ihreatened 1o fire all tha women strikers, and were
greeted by a lot of ¢ops in riot gear. They began o surround us with their long -
guns. We didnt know whal might happan. The Tlack women in the neighborhood
saw what was happening and came out of their houses, some stili in thelr night.
gowns, to help dsfend us from the polige. Qutnumbered, with women on bath sides,
they put their guns away and & commanding officer rushed to the scene lo apolo-
gize for their “mistake.” ’ i

Afler 13 wealis we won a contract, .but the most important thing was that we
learned who our triends were and who‘m'adn up the forces lined up against us,

Two years Ioter, when the sanitation workers went out on & wildcat strike
" against inhurhan working conditlons, many of us walked oft our jons in suppurt of
them. Their strike was won over the week-end, " .

Mary Holmas: Auto Worker

1 work for one of the Big Three auto companies. Today in the plant thare is
a lot of discussion about women's Nberation. One woman | workad with told me
the foreman had sent her to the chassis line, whare she had 1o litt up suspen-
sion springs and hold tham up while- she Installed them. She sald ,she had tried
1o do the job because she didn't have ner 90 days In yol, and she was afraid
If she complained she'd be oui on thu street. | talked with her on her asih day,
and she sald that even after ali that she had done, she was being {aid-oft.

- One dey we saw the foreman take a woman who was obviously pregnant
o a job whara you have {o push and pull a heavy press an night. She rejused
to do it. All the time, the foremen are saying, "You wanted waomen's lib, Now do’
this job.” Or some of the men who dont llke women working in the plant” wii
say, "You want equal pay, so do equal ‘work.” This is what wea're laging today,
They are taking "women's Hberation” and turning it around o use it against the
women, - . '

One sister who works In the Uniroyal tire plant put it this way:

Thay are using “Women's Liberation” to add more on o our jobs. We
used to have service workers who dld liting. But since they eliminated a
lot of those guys they just say, “Well, lut the gitis 'do . When | {lrat
started working there, 8 woman wasn't supposad to Iitt over 30 pounds. Now
you have lo Jilt as much as they wamt you to. In ane deperiment, they
eliminated one job where t»n service men would push huge rolls with tons
‘und tons of rubber on them.- Now they Just tell the women to help change
the roll. If the wheels on the caster got locked you'ra in trouble,

Whan you complain 1o the union about i, thay alsa bring un “woman'a
Nb." They say tha contract is a package deal and the company can raquire
you to do whatever they want.

“Women's Liberation" might work for alfice workers 10 get an execullve
position or somathing. but it goes against us in Ihe lactory.

?
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When this same woman siartad talking to the Women's Libaration, News and
Letters Commitle¢ about i, howaver, she decided that the woemen in her shop
did not have 1o aclept a twisted -definltion of “women's liberation.” She helped
write a leallet asking "Can Women Be Liberatod at Unlroyal?”, which called lor
their own women's organization at that plant and was distributed to women and
men at the plant gate.

The main error tha National Organization of Women (NCW) has made on
the whole question of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) has been in nol
waorking it out with working women who know the real problems; could tell how
it has been used against them; and would know how it would have 1o be phrased
so that equality meant not taking away women's rights and protections but
expanding men's. '

Now that the most reactionary elements — the same groups who are trying
to turn back lhe laws on abortlon and have the gall to call themselves the “right
1o life” movement = have gathered all thetr forces and money to dafeat the ERA,
itIs maora nacessary than aver for the professional and rmuddle ciass women in the
mevement to listen to us. ’

‘Whoere | work, you lill out a code on your appllcallun as lo race and sex.
Thase figures from the front offlce are lor the gevornment o seo how good the
company is on WL. But do they show the real figures on how many ‘women were
harassed ofl their jobs? One Black woman at our plant got branded a “"trouble-
maker” because they put her on a job in trim by hersell thal two men had done
hefore and she couldn't do it. The foreman figured she was easy 1o gel tid of
because she was slill on probation, He starled to argue with her, but she gave it
right back to him. Whan ke tried to fire her, she took her case 1o labor relations
and got the job back, no thanks to the union. But for every woman whe 'has had to
fight it out by hersell and won, thero are countless others who didn't win,

The reason that many planls bagan hiring women again is that’ thay were '
forced to do so by the women's movemeént. ll is uno thing when there Is a war, and
they nead women to work in the shops. I's something else when the women_are
demanding that they have the same right lo do a job as a man, and that is what
happened In the early "708, But now we're living In the worst depression most of
us have ever known, and women are getting lald ofl first, The company Is aiways
getting rid of the women, eilher by lay-ofls or harassment.

A GM plant hare eliminaled a whole department, cul and sew, thal was malnly
women workers. They spent millions of dolfars to move this department to another’
state. It wasn't for "efficlency," but because those women had been so millitant |n
the wlldcats there earlier. They had a revolutlonary memory that GM wanted to get
rld ol. Alter they moved the department, they bumped the women back into the
main plant, totaly disregarding senlority, and the unlon did nothing about it. Many
women got stuck on jobs they couldn't do. Man were surprised to see women in
departments they had never bean In before, fike paint. One worker said he wouldn't
be surprlsed i1 see women In lha body shop one day

Thare are qulla a few women working In the body shop now, ln my planl.
There are lwice as many Black women as white. They try 1o keep most of the white
women where the sectlon Is cleaner and the work easler,

‘The one thing that hasn't changed Is that our foremen are white and male,
and the most racist are also the most sexist, They ireat you as though you ar@ dumb
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and will never learn the job. Thay either stand behind you and make remarks, or
they just show you the job and walk away. Ona foreman i worked lor put me on a
job where | had to push a big gun. It took me hail the shift to get the job. The

men helped me out it | began slowing them down. The foreman would come back
and watch, and all he would say was *Get moving!” When the night was over, he
asked me how | liked working for him. I didn't coine In the next day, ‘

Racism in the plant doesn’! just mean the way thg loremen pu! Black women
on the worst jobs. When lay-ofls begin and thay don't have to go by seniority ba-
cause the workers don’t have 90 days in yet, the whiles stay and the Blacks go.
Anyone can see that the plant is becoming whiter. All the Black women falk about
this. They also talk about the difference gelting laid-off can mean, especially with
this depression. Even in the worst job situation. the white woman Is muare likely to
0et a job, and the Black woman 1o end up on walfare.

Gne exporience that all the women share Is that when you first come to work,
the men alwavs ask, “Are you married?” Or they say, “How does your man lat
yau work here? | wouldn't let my wile.” There is slit the allitude that women arg
weak — and not only In the back, but in the head: that women tralang at home and
that the factory Is “a man's world." That doesn't mean that men and women don't
discuss serious things at work, But there Is a constant fight to break down the
atlitude that women are for only one thing.

It is difficult 16 overcome this atiltude because it Is how thay have always seen
what women are “supposed” to do. We aren't walting for them lte change their
minds. And it is a question tha’ goss beyond the timu spent at work. Many women
who gel off second-shift after midnight, stit get up early In the morning to see their
children off to school. . '

But the woemen in the shop are retusing to adcept any of tha Imposed ideas
of what Women's Liberallon means lor us, whether it's the cempany sayving wa must
work like a man, or the men saying we shouldn't work at all, or the radicals seying
we are not women, but workers, as i you couid separate the two. We are declding

-and acting on what it means to us.» ' :

i /} VR :
WOMEN auto workers have fought for
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I Masses in Motion — White, Black,
Brown and Red: Unorganized Working
Wemen Organize Themselves

“Wea mean to maka things over; “Let no one ask me,
we're tirad of toif for naught tempt me, force me lo
But bare enough to live on: return to others’ cloisturs.”
never an hour for thought. .. — New Porluguese Létters
We're summoning our forces {The Three Marias), 1972
from shipyard, shop and mill: . .
Eight hours lor work,
efght hours lor resl,
elght hours for what we will."
— Song of workers during eight-
- hour day strikes, 1886
Never ‘have women taen more In. the forefront of the struggles to *do some-
thing"” — and not separated from the thinking — about their conditlans of lite and
labor, ss labor and as women. Many are lighting within thelr unlons against the -
labor bureaucracy. Others are organizing independantly of the established unions,
as the Maryland Fresdom. Union women did in the''60s.! They have no more In-
tantion of walting for the bureaucracy to organize them than the Blacks had ol
waiting for "Operation Dixie” - the promise the UAW made to organize the un-
organized as far back as 1852, That still-birth Is not even rememberad today. The
unorganized are now organizing themselvas.
Consider the scope and depth of these drives, Involving primarily women, ihat -
have recenlly developed: : . i
Sessonal caniiary workera In Northern Callfarnia, primarily Chicang, formed
a 10030 network of rank-and-flla commitiees 1o challengo the abuse of workers'
rights by giant food processing corporations and Teamsters Union bureaucrats.
They organized around three major issues: racism and sexlsm in hiring, promotion
and pay; health and safaty conditlons; and the axclusion of worker particlpation in
the Teamster locals which have had sweetheart contracts with the cannaries since
) the "30s and "40s.

Publishing amployess In New York City from over two dozen different houses,
inspired by the successtul strike of Harper and Row employees, launched thelr own
unlonization drives, despHe mass ilegal firings and Intimidations, and sevare set--
backs by the National Labor Relations Board.

8. The idea lor the MFU thal CORE we! oul lo_organize in Battimors in 1906 was inspired by the Missins.
Ippt Fresdom Union, orgenized sarber by SNCC, nnd Ihe Qraps wiinbis al Delano, acling withpul the
|abos buresucracy. But It was Ine Biack, allbwomen workers ai Baltimora's Lintoin Nursing Homo who
arganized thamasives and then caited CORE 1o report they weis llvud; on #itke, ihat gave the tded e,
See Tha M nd Freedom Union: Black Woman Thinking and Bielng, by Miks Flug, News & Latters, 1389
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‘Domestlc workers have been arganizin
against deplorabie condition
source of earned income for
$2,243.) The Galitornia Homemakers Association
bargaining rights for domes
temher, 1975, they struck w
centracted home care for g
fary of Upjohn, Waltare r
the picket lines.

Chinese gzrment workers, after 50 years of unsuecessiul allempts, success-
lully organized the Swaalshops in San.Francisco. . '

Clerical workers, perticularly in the finance industty, more reglmented than
ever by electronic machinary, have also begun to organlze. The 600 employaas at
Master Charge, whose startia

spontaneous organizing drive
let them control their own drive and write their own leallais,

The lron Foundry waorkers in Birmingham, Ala., who are 80 “ercent Black;
women, went on strike and drew up their own contracts,

Clerical and technicat workers in Boslon, at Prestiglous schools like Harvard
Medical Schoo!, earning $6,000 to $7.000 a yaar, declared, “We can’t eat prestige,”
’ zing drive that came directly out ¢f a group of woman stu-
year o' discuss common problems,
NS was to convince the scientists with whom they worked to

hold meetings 1o oxplain the overall purpose of the research being done,

The list could go on.ard on, When whits ane Black women at Onelta Knitting
Mills in South Carolina torged a new unity on thelr plcket linus and' finally won a
coniract, one of the white woman said, "It was necessary for Black and white to
stick together, but what made the difterence was the Black people were sg together
and strong. They carrind the sirlke.” Following Ihe victory cf the minera' wives in
Brookside, Ky., UMW picket lines have been run Jointly by miners and wives as
*«lar away as Sheridan, Wyo. And there hag been a decads of contlnuous aclivfty by
farm worker women,

The new voices from batow have been rising in crescaﬁdo across the length
breadth of the anikre land. Lisien 1o some of ihe newest voices — Biagk,
Brown and Red - Spaaking for themselves, ' .

+ and

Mary Maddock. United Farm Workers

1 remamber when |1 first told my dad | Was going to a union mesting. He had
beun active in the union for Yars, but that was men's businags, He finally agroed
that i could go, but not my molher. That made her mad; Sha sald she was paying
union dues the same as he wus, and after that she went, 100,

It was 1973 whon a 1ot of women ol morg involved, We wera on the plcket
ling breaking the injunction, They kepl lailing only the men and one day there
wale only women, so we all joined hands and they draggad us all In, When we got
before the judge he sald the women should ba released bacayse they had chitdren
at home. The women sald, “No, wa're not golng aul. We want the men to go flirst,
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ONEITA Mills workare In
South cCaroline, Black
and white logethsr, cele-
brate unlon recoegnition
victory In July, 18T3.

+CHINESE woman strike sewing 'machina
company In 1875 for unlon recognition.

FOUNDRY workers in Birmingham, CANMERY workers are organizing
Aln., sign up lor plckel duty. against company and sweathear! contracts.,
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then we all go. The rmen have children 100; it fakes two fo make a child.” The next
day they iet us all go because the women refused lo leave.

Lupe and Maria. United Farm Workers

“When we got the conlracls, we noticed a lot of difference by having tha unien
n the lialds. Belorae the pay was $1.05 an hour, with the union it Is 52 an hour, but
stilt with only one working we could not make it.

When we didn’l have a union, even the kids had to work in the liclds. At five
they were in the field soiready. The UFW has a regulation that says they have to
be 16 or over,

When we were working by contraclors — men who ge! contracts from people

10 work in the ficld — it they liked one of the women, thay went alter her. The

- women had no lrendom. If a contractor liked a woman and she didn't listen to him,

and do what he wanted, he wouldn't give her any work, Therg are no contractors

with our union, We know there are going io be a lot of contractors-back "with the
Teamslers; that is one reason we {ight them.

Bafore the union we didn't have a rest room, even in the fislds. There was no
water to drink. Now wo have a restroom and they bring us water, too. What we
would really like is two restrooms, one for the meén and one for the women,

We have also fought for a hiring hall. And with the union we also have a
clinle,

Farm workers have & hard time. We sulfer during the rain, we have no pro-
lection, no unemployment, no wellare. These are some of the reasons why we are

fighling,”

Farm workers and peuasants have heen organizing In other countries as well,
In Pery, whare peasanis struck the Haclenda -Huando, demanding tha! the military
junta live up 10 their Agrartan Reform Law, a woman. member of the Huando Strike
Commitiee Union said, "I would like to say that women have become pollticized
in this process. We have maturad. We no longar fee) that we are useful only for
cleaning house, washing and taking care of children. The women of Huando have
gone far beyond this. Thay feel they should be ahle to participate as the ‘men do.
We have shown, here in this struggle, that we have great potential and strength.”

Rosario and Maria, Puerto Rican wonian

Theare is a irlpla oppression for those women who must fight, @* one and the
same time, racism, imperialism and sexism. - )

This Is true of the conditions Puerto Rican woman face, both In Puerto Rico
and in the U.5, In Puerto Rico, women have not only been used as IHeral guinea
pigs for U.S. drug compenles to experiment en birth conirol pllis, but forced steril-
. lzation has baen practiced on no less then one out of every three women of child-
bearlng age. Woman, who comprise 35 percent ol the labor force, average about
$70 a week In wages, although the average price of basic necessities is 25 percent
higher than in New York City. In the U.5., where many have come In soarch of somo:
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thing better, some become trapped in prisan-like conditions as migranl workers
on Eaost Coast farms, while others wind up in the garmont sweatshops of New
York Cily.

Listen lo one garmenl worker, Rosario, descrite her conditions: "There is no
union, It you go to the bathroom you can't siay long or else tha lloor lady goes in
10 sen why you are taking a long time. If you get a raise it is only a few canls extra
and Ihe boss is always on your back 50 you can work more. You don't getl paid If
you are sick, You get a one-week vacation after a year, but without pay. The boss
insults workers he doesn't like. Wa ara forbidden from talking 1o each other, 1 make
%80.50 a week and afler 1axes arg taken out | take hama $62. Some of Ihe older
workers make $83, We have no cnoice, There are very few jobs available. They
are all similar and the pay is the same. In some places it IS evan worse,” .

Maria, a student living in Naw York, summed up her fealing this way:

“Up unlil iIke mid €08, when | became more aware, of tho economic and polit-
ical problams of colonial dominatlon, my understanding of the women's struggle was
vory limited. As | got involved In Lthe student movemant in Puerto Rico, | rpalized |
that injusiice, oppression and discrimination ware unavenly distributed among oyr
population. As it is true that all Puerto Ricans (In the island and in the U.S. main-
land) are subjected to the colonia! and class opprission, women are twice oppressed
= fIrst for being Puerto Rican, secondly for being womon, Thare is colonialism
within colonfailsm, even among men who considar themselves as radicals but
malntain atlitudes which discriminate against us. What does, this mean? Simply
that Puerto Rican women must not only fight for nalional liberation, but also for
human fiberation and equality.” '

Shainape Shczpwe, Native American

#Yvonne Wanrow faces the possibitity of as much as 30 years in prison because
she shol and killed the man who had more than once molested her chidren and
thase of & kriend and nsighbor. Her Iriond reported 1o the poilce that this was the
same man who raped her seven-year-old daughter and gave her a venereal disease.

- and the police did nothing.

In Armstrong County, Pa.. Norma Jean Serena, a Creak Shawnee woman, not
only had ier three children taken away from her, but was sterllized without proper
consent. The hospital reporied the reason she was made inferlile was a "socio-
aconomic” ane. '

On reservallons, children are taken from their famtlias, especially when the
head of the family is a woman. They are placed in homes of white families and
naver know or sea their mothers agaln.

Somae people act as though thase things couldn’t happen to peopla right hare
In the 11L.S. To women who are either underprivileged or a minorily, these things
happen too oflen, Womaen from all walks of life are going to have lo know that.
The only way we can change thls soclety is by uprooting the whole system.

It was the Mass movemeni arvund WWEundsd Ynes that barama a turning
point. What nas saldom been pointed out In the non-movemenl press is the tact
that many of the 110 trial delendants were womon, many with small children, who
wore stirred 1o thelr first active sesking of justice for Indlan people by the Inaction
of the authorilies In the brutal slaying of Raymond Yellow Thunder in 1972, A Lakota
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snd speaking at delense rolly.

waman who participaied at Wounded Knee, described it this way:

“This tiny piece of land was surrounded by U.S. troops, armored person-
nel carriers, helicoptars, a daily barrage of bullets. a blockada of all medical
and food supplies. No services were supplied except by the Oglals peopla
in thair own indapendenl nalion. .

“For the lirst lime in many years, the Oglala people cauld organize them-
selves according to thalr ancient spiritual values and ways of lite — the Indian
way. We were Irged, it was ihe firsl time we had evar known freedom. We ran
a hospital, a school for our children, we had a common commissary, we ran
our own security lorce to entorce our borders.

“People got married, bables were burn in a free land. For 71 days there
was power in the hands of the indian people. Men and women stood side by
side ir the kilchen, in the bunkers, on patrol, In the hospitals and in the schools,
and at the constanl negotiations wilh the U.5, government. The governing
body of the Oglala Independent Nation consisted of every resident.”

This was & greal baginaing. Now Lhe questlon is: whara to now? "?

Audrey Williams, Black Hospital Worker

i'We are the women who were hiinapped and brought to this continent as
slaves. We were raped and &re slill beiny raped. We are the women whose bodles
are sacriliced in the white man's hosphal for-the sake of white medicihe. We are the
women whose bodies wera and are silll being used as cheap labor for Miss Mary's
kitchen and Mastar Charlie's bed. We are the women who dwell in the hell-hole
ghettos all over the land ~ lusted after, sneered al, yelled at, grabbed at, tracked
down by whiles In poverty nelghborhoods. And are called |eslous and prejudiced
il we protast this Invasion.

We have watched our fathers, husbands, and sons dented, deprived and
driven mad. A big proportlon of Black women become weltars mothers usually
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without a husband, bacause capitalism found it necessary lo create a situation
where our man can't find meaningful employmant.

Black women ara expected to be primarlly mothers, domestics ant prostitutes.
Teaching, soclal work. typing and other oltice work ata oaly possiblites if they have
nrished high school or college, :

' we, as Black women, are 1o get basic, the first job is to tind out what liber-
ation for oursalves means. We have an obligation as Black women to project our-
selves into the revolution to destroy those instilutions which not only oppress
Blacks, but women as well, .

I am not mad at the Black man, but | am mad that he hasn't rejectad what
the capitalist system Is dolng to him. My husband would go off to work, get mad
at the boss man . , . but knock my head off. We had betlter get together and undur-
stand what this system Is doing to us as a whole. 1

Worker and Intellectual: A Critical Review of Angela Davis’ Autobiography

Whathoer we tatk of while or Black, Chicana or Puerto Rican or Native American,
the divislon {s within each group, not only as capitalist vs, workar, but 8s worker and
inteltactual, The intellectuals always act as il the workers must learn from them, It is
the other way.around. :

Take the question of Angela Davis, None was mare popular among the Black
masses, and they wera the ones fighting the hardest for her freedom. That.did not
mean that they were ready 1o follow her on the specitic political line she had chosen
= Communism. Tommie Hope, a young' Black laundry worker, who camp {rom the
same state of Alabama as Angela Davis, wrotoe what we cansider the most objective-
subjectiva reviaw of har autoblography that appeared anywhere:

1o make her

PR
TN

LAUNDRY workers are ariong the lowest paid snd most expioltad,
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cscapa from Califofnia. But since | did not understand why an autnbiegraphy begins
-t way, | turned at once to where ihe story of her lile begins, on p. 78, at age
four, in Birmingham, Ala., where she already lives near a whits neighborhood. The -
very next page, she begins to talk of the Scoltsboro Ewys' case, In which her par-
ents had baen active, and | couldn't figure out how she knew all those dramatic
evenis when she way eight, ’

What struck me throughout this period is that from childhood on, she wanted
to escape fram being Black., And. sure enougli, when she is still in grammar schoel,
she does begin thinking of escaping from what she calls the “provincialism of
Birmingnam.” One thing is clear — the is not involved in any Black strugples. She
is not swept up by any chil rights movement., And she doesnl choose B Black

. Unlversity, Fisk, in Tenrnessea, but a white high schoo! in New York, when both
schools offer her scholarships. | just couldn't relate to any of it, -

She travels in white groups not only in New York, but then off she goas (in
1852) to-the World Youlth Festival in Helsinki, to universities in Germany and in
France. It is in France where sho reads of the bomb that Struck down {he Birming-
ham chureh and killed the four litfle Black girls. She-1s very maoved: she Is in deap.
griet and leaves her white friends to be alone. But still she doas not return home . , .

But the most serlous point is, of course, the arrest, “tral, and work for the
Soladad Brothers. It fs first then Lhat | did return to the early chapters ol the boak,
| ceahe? then relate also to the McCarthy type of atmcsohere that the U.S. Govern-
mon was trylng to use 1o rush her to doath, ageinsl tha “Free Angela” Commilteas
whete | was actlve. The shock came where -- at this exciting moment when. we all
worked so hard to free her and the Soledad Brothers - sha Inlroduces a separation
between herself and Ruchel Magee. . :

They had a blg disagreement on whether or not to fight in the state courl
or lhe federal court. She also made one attempt to-end the disagreemeonl balween
them: ji Ruchel's matlen in the federal court were denied, they would Jointly fight

in the state court, Sheiater stated that she was equally certain bavond a doubt
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that the motion would, in lact. be denied so she naver earnesily considerod the
possibility of lighting the case in tedaral ceurt. Then sho went on and on about
her defending herself. Never again do | remember a thoughl or a word concerning
Ruchel Magee.

Tris is not the Angela Davis | thought | kxnew and heard so much aboul. She
is a lotally ditferent person. 1 laid down Lhe book, a very sad person. bacause
instead of really learning her lile of that of the whole anti-racist steuggle, | felt | was
getting @ Communist 1ract with not a single word of iruth of what they really stood
for. It was alk just propaganda and no leeling for us, the Blacks, the "lower” paople
who worked so hard for her freecom and wanted to conlinue the tight instead of
subordinating it 1o white Communists and their plans.

And last, in her Epilogue. she thanks all her Communist comrades here and
abroad for her freedom. She forgol the Black poopie and poor people who helped
10 free her. She cla.med that they were proud lo have “lgrged unity amaong Com-
munlgts, Socielists, radical Democrats. and nationalists; . . . belween workers and
students.” But. in tacl, ihese lines only cover up Ihat she stilt doesn’l undersland
the Black.Movement or people. because she escaped from our world long ago.y

“women For Freadom™: Employed, Unemployed. Welfare Mothers

. . .

This division betwean worker and intellectual characierizes nol anly the divl-
sions within the Black movernenl, hul in the shops between ihe labor bureaucrats
and the rank and lile — and aven wi ki ine rank and file between male and female.
It is seen in the shops, on the unemployed linas, and among those ~n wolfare.
Here are three such stories:

From a woman worker at Uniroyal

sfwhy Is It, when they say they have done away with male and female job
. glassltications here, the work is still not equal? When we work with the men in
teams, where wa have the same afficiency shee?, and we work on pulting out the
same number of tires, we get 65¢ an ‘nour jess. The men couldnt build it we didn'{
taod.the machines, so aren't we an aqual part of the team, and shouldn’t we gel

-+ gqual pay? . .

And what aboul the “solidarity” we're supposed 1o have? Why Is it, with some
of the women working on »man's” jobs now because there is nothing else left for
them to sign up on, the man s ina pasition o tell the foreman if he thinka she
cant keep up, and she can be disqualified and put out on the streel? Why do thay
always go to the men when they want to ralse the standards? Could it be thay know
a lot of the women feel, “Why build all these extra tiras for the company?”

They are always using women's Liberation against us at Uniroyal. We al! know
that the cempany and unlon are lined up against us, But we can chango th'ngs.
Can'l Women's Liberstlon mean thal we begin our own women's organization at
Uniroyal?" .

From twe women on welfare

#7pare are muny probiams facing you i you are @ woman worker, and the
blggest obstacle Vve tound Is child cara. I'm divarced with two chilaren ani oo
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relatives ar nelghbors 1o babysit. My children have to leave for school at 8:35 and
return home around 4. That means I'd have fo find a job from 9 to about 3:30. The
one time 1 thought | had everything going lor me was when | found a job from 11
p.m. 10 7 a.m. at a place 100 yards {rom rny door. | could go home and wake the
children for school. .

Sul a neighbur threalened 1o report me, bacausa stale law requires that chil-
dren under 12 ba supervised by someone 12 or older, 24 hours a day. That meant
the welfare authorities could break in my door, wake my chlidren, and teke them
inlo “protaciive custody.”

My anly solution was {o hire sumeone to sieep for eight hours while ! worked.
That would cost about $50 a week, and il was impossible with the wages | was
making, 50 | had to quil.¥

“They racently raised all tha rents in the city projects. In the projecl where |
live they are trying to move out all the famllies with children on assistance. The
city has a "plan” and we are definitely not part of it.

Some bulldings are being reserved for cenlor citizens onty. When a tamily
with children moves out, they only ‘let a senior citizen move In. They malntain
those apartments, but the bulldings with lamllies with children are a mess. There
are no fire escapes, and il a door or a mallbox gets torn up, that's the way it slays, -
They wan! the project to be only for senior citizens and those with jobs.

Everyone was mad when we first got news of the rent increases. The housing
depariment quickly called a meeting to tell us that Socla! Services would pay the
new rent. t think they were worried we might get togeiner on our own and have
some diflerent ideas nn how lo live together In these buildings. Thay are trying to
turn the working people and ths sanior citlzens agsinst the welfare lamilles. Qur
lives are boing led down the draln by this systam, but we arg part of the' world,
and we are golng to help to change it. "

From an unemployed working woman

# | was lald off from GM in December, 1874, Onco you've baan lald oft for
. longer than you worked there, you losa your senlorlty, | feel they do this deliber-
ately to women — iast hired, lirst fired ~ because they don't want us working in the
ptant in the first place,

) The thing that really gets ma mad now i5 all the overtime they are giving out
10 the people who are working, 10 and 12 hours a day. That means that peopla oul
.In the sirest are just going to stay there.

The union isn't doing anything 1o stop Ihis,

When | gol laid off, ) felt I'd be back lo work soon. Bui now I'va been out
over a year. I've gone 10 50 many plants, over and ovar, but they aren't hiring. I'm
trying to feed my famlly on unemployment compensation, but that is going to run

aut in A fow weaks and ) that ! may have 16 g6 on wallars, ! don't want o o

through that harassmem.
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It's important to me that people who are still working are thinking about those
of us who aren't, because we have to do somaething aboul the whole problem.V

?

The significance of these stories is that they appeated in a newsletter that
combined the stories of welfara, unemployes and working women together. It was
called “Women For Freedom™ and was distributed at factary gates, unemployment
offices and wellare offices. The appearance of shep leaflets and papers like this is
as important a leature ol women orgenizing themselves as women going on sirike

to gel union recognition.

ch

ing, low-palc labor, have battlad and broken
power of growers and thelr polics In organiz-
Ing Unitzd Farm Workers Unlon,




IV. Where o We Go From Here?

“The secret ol the relationship

of man to man finds its unambig-

vous, delinitive, open, obvicus
expression in the refationship of
man to woman, and in this way,
the direct, natural relationship
between the sexes. The direct
natural necessary relationship ot

“The unigueness ol today's Wom-
en's Liberation movement is tha!
it dares to challsnge what is, in-
cluding the male chauvinism not

.only under capitalism, but within

the revolutionary movement itsell.”
— Raya Dunayevskaya, Philoso-

. ; A 4 phy and Revolution
man to man is the relationship of o

man to woman.”

— Karl Marx, 1844 "Economic-
Philosophic Ma'luscnpts

Standing aligned aga!l :*5( this decadent world sysiem are four undenluble
forces of revoll — Blacks. labor, women and youth. The women's voices are being
raised everywhere, demanding a new reality. Thal.the demand for the righl to
control our own bodies includes regaining our heads is seen in the tremendous
demonsirations in both West Germany and in Haly for the right to abortion. In Bonn,
25000 demonstrated wilh signs reading: “Fight for a lite worth living” and “The
unborn are protected -- the living are exploited.” in Italy, whare 20,000 women dig
each year from illegal abertions, another 25,000 women demonstrated in Roms
on Dec. 6. 1975 .

In this Calholic country, where women de nol leave the house easily without
their husbands’ or falhers’ permission, women came from all ovar, some traveling
wilh their children on trains for more than 20 hours. One of the working class wom-
en who came from Sicily — whera they had eariier forced the fall of the Mayor of
Palermo after their marches, occupations of City Hah and street blockades prmesl-
ing the lack of water and decent housing — said:

. “To take 10 the streels lo struggle has meant and slill means leaving our
homes dirty, not sending our children to school. not cooking for our husbands,
quarreling with our husbands. Belors, we were the ones who told our hus-
bands nof to strike, to be careful. Now we are the lirst ones to go out on strike
and we ara the mosl tirm. We have discovered in our struggle for water and
{or decant housing 1hat lite can change, tha: we are changing it. It Is terrible
10 remain at home alone. each woman aicne with her problems without
knowing that they are shared by olher women, and we no longar want o do it
When we will have our houses we will not stay Inside them bul will come
back out immedialely 1o fight tor consultorl (nelghborhood heallh centers),
dav-cara, and 1o discues gueryihing. The worid s changing and wa are the
cnes who are changlng it!”

Only a fow maonths [ater, on April 3, 1976 — and again [n Roma, [taly — aver
100,000 womean marched f=; the right to sale abortlons. The demonsiration was
the greatest Italy had Sver seen, not only bocauss |t was 3o massive and spon-
taneous, but because [t so clearly revesled women as Reason, In cction. The dem-
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onstration was not only agoinst both the ruling Christlan Dameccratic Party and
agalnsi the Pope, but many of the slogans denounced the Communist Parly, as
well — despite the fact that It supported the dcmonstration -~ becauss of lts
attempts to work out a “compromise.”

On the other siae of the world, women In Japan have not on)y been atlacking
the deep forms o! sex discrimination within Japan — where the typical union-

SRR T AL AR S R

LR Y .

gbortlon raform early in 1976
—and brought down the government.

compeny contruc! includes & mandatory retiroment age for women of 30 years,
after which they are lorced Into the lowest-paid, lemporary and pari-time Jobs —
but have brought to life lhe works and struggles of Ting Ling, one ol the moust
oulstanding women writers and Communist activists In China, who was purged in
1957 because of her criticiem of the Chinese Communist Party's ireatment of
women, arnd has been e “non-parson” ever since.d

‘The Ywa Werlds of Actual Wumfm‘s Struggles and The UH'S IWY

It was in the tace ol such tolal revolt thai the rulers had evidenlly decided,
"If you can't lick ‘em, Join ‘em”, and toward that end the United Nations had de-
clared 1975 to be International Women's Year, We were immediately confronted
with men — the U.S. delegation was aclually to be hended by a maia untll Lhe
pressure of the Wemen's Liberation Movemen! managed to demote him, at least,
to “co-leadar”; while others In womun's form, like Madame  Marcos, served as
ropresentativas of their mate-chauvinist husbands; and still others, like the Egyptian
and Israsli ladmen, marely rapeated tha political Ilirles of their respective states.

9 Ting Liry, Purged Feminlil, and olber importani pamphiets on the wWompn's movehent in Japan can be
obianed Ttom Femintern Press. Bon 5426, Tokyo inlormstional. Japan

10 This undedtines 1he imporiance of the indepondence of the women Irom istaci, Yemen, Saud Arabia and
Synd who camne 1o the Intwnational Tubunal on Comes Aganst Wwomwn held 0 Brusses, Mach 1976, and
Istuad @ jOint slatemant that said: “Weo tang that gur 1s by mon 1Q N0) Ty OPPONNG NAtGNalins.”
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© All the UN Conlerence in Mexico revealed was how far removed from ths
working massas were all the rulers — a fact that was as clear at the unotiicial
Tribune as It was at the official UN gathering. Almost the only thing the UN's cele-
bration of Intarnational Women's Year accomplished was that the minute the UN so
declared it, they wera Immecdiately confronled with a pelition of grievances from
their own women employees, ' :

The importani voices heard at the conlerence in Mexico were not the dslegates,
ail speaking for their particular state power. The Russian delegate and her male
countarpart were among the mos! vulgar whan they dared to declare all Russian
women liberaled — enhanced by the increased Importing of washing mechines to
lighten the Russian women's labors!

The important voices were those like the Algerian woman who spoko of thoir
revolution against France. Although the women fought alongside the men, as hard
and as brave as the men in that struggle, the men now want so much o break with
all that fs French and roturn to “Arab ways” that tha women are worsa off than
they were belore.

One losson that did emerga from the confarence i3 that even within tha two
waorlds of rulors and ruled in each country, the spacial oppression ol women, both
economically and culturally, has existed from time immameorial and still exists today,
in evary state on earth. The woman In the poor counirles tive in the most Insulfar-
able candilions. While state-capiialism, East and West, can s2nd mon o the moon
and land cameras on Venus, anc ‘»hlle Indira Gandhi and Mao can exert all efforts
to make H-bombs, women In many of the poor countrles have to spend Mlly six

heurs a day just in the task of grinding corn and fetching the most alemental nec-
assity for lita — water.

Women are abused In every ftacel of lile. We see the women in the textlle
mills of China working the same kinds of machines as American textile workars and




b

WOMEN handwash lsundry In Ecuadorlan hospltal,

under simiar conditions, and the Chinese grandmothar I with the children so her
daughter can work in Mao's fuctories -t say nothing of child labor itsell, in China,
We ses the Russian women so overworked by their full shitis In the factory in
lor rgaring the children ang doing ail the

“liberated" them for is {o be
king women who have boen

the !fiternational

562 million womon workers

d. The available statistics conlirmed women's low’ status I tho

labor market ot every natlen. whelher i called itsell “capitatiay” or “socialist,” .

Women earn 5¢ 10 80 parcent less than men for the same work time, are prirmariiy

conlined to the lowes! paid jobs, and are sean averywhere, in timas of high un-
employment, as “Intruders In the male domain.”

in the poor countries of the Third Worid the women do the major part of thg
work, Producing the food, househetd implements and other markelable items ag
well as hiring out as wage labor. Women in sub-Sahara Africa provide as -much
as 80 percent of the labor necessary for food production, working 8 1o 10 hours
8 day. But when training, improved seads and machines are available,; thevy go to
the men. All modern technelogy has done in ‘these countrigs is throw women as
well as men out of work. Hundreds of thousandy of the poorest women in Indo.
nasia and Bangladesh have lost thelr only source of income, rlca-husklng. te
machines, ’

The world aboyt us is baging torp apart by the myriad crises we lace within
each country — economic, political and social. The fear that Wu are standing on
the nuclear brink g felt anew with each rattle 2! the sabres ag the nuclear powers

Y a new “trouble spot” erupts,

immediately crushed whether

slan tanks or [n Chile by American CiA agenis.

The Sino-Soviet conflict ambrolls al) in their tug-of-war for Influance over the Third

Worlid, as in Africa, while Congress has to stop Kissinger from sending troops to
Angola to fight on the side of the aparthaid South Alrics,
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The recession in the U.S. has pushed unemployment In areas like Detroit to
depression levels at the same time that inltatlon continues io eat away at the
standards of fiving of the poor and the workers, The economlc crisis |s werld-wide,
hitling alike at indusitlalized and Third World countries, whera It is not unusual for
75 porcent of the family income to go for food, if it can be gotten at all. Starvalion
continues 1o tace more than 400 million of the world's population,

Statistics prepared by the U.S. Clvil Rights Commission on “tWomen and
Poverty" in our own supposedly “advancad” lang 11 ghow that while the government
was estimating that the bare essentia's o sustain a healthy life require a minimum of
$7.386 yearly income for the average family, the medlan income —' from wages of
assistance — was $2,600 for all women, while it was $7,450 for all men. The median
wage ot women vrorking lui-time, yesr-round was $4,181, while for men it was
£8,850.

indesd, women's wagas have been continually dectining in proporton te men's, -
in one of the most highty ingustrialized states, Michigan, the 1970 cansus raveaked
the medlan income for women was $3,894, only 44.4 percent of the men’s. In 1955,
woman earnsd 65 percent of what men earnad., . o ,

Farnilles headed by women suffer the most soverely, especially the non-white
tamiiles: 54 percent of all familles headed by Black women live on fncomes below
the poverty lsvel, and this figure ciimbs to 65 percent for Maxican Amarican and
Puarto Rican female-headed households, .

As the economic situation has worsenad, the number llving in poverty continues
to grow. And tha 1276 unemployment rate tor adult women was almost doubla that
for married men,

Combine these facts of life wilh the fact that women ard working primarily in
unorganized shops, offices, stores, hospitals and {aundries, and you would think-that
the labor “leadarship” should have lts work cut out for them. instead, it has proved
1o be as narrow in outiook and shorisighted in vislon as was the AFL In the 18th
century.

CLUW, Union W.A.G.E., HAM, and the Black Dimension

‘The formation oi the Coalition of Labor Union ‘Women (CLUW} in 1974 shows
the two ditterant worlds of the rank and fle and the bureaucracy; ‘whether that
bureaucracy appears in male or temnale form. ’

The ifgunding confarence for CLUW saw womsn who did not Join the early
Women's Liberation Movement flock to ils door, espocially to the ¢all to organizo
the unorganized. They got g2 far as the door and tound it barred, Only those womon
whom the male-dominated labor bureaucrals {In the guise of women labor leaders
ilke Olga Madar) wanted, wera allowed In,

The most serious rosiriction on attendance was in limliting admitiance 1o unlon
members only — which automatically excluded almost 90 percent of alt working
soman, INcluding inose aciively cngaged in trving to arganize their shops. It alse

11, The report was greparad In 1975, and based on 1972 fijures.
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WOMEN In coal communities, such ax thoss
above In Brookside, Ky., ware crucial to
Unlted Mine Worksra Unlon victory In 1974
In organizing drive which Is bringing unlon
back to_eastern Kentucky. At right, Jossfina
Flores, the only ferm worker parmitted to
take (he floor al founding, CLUW convention,

axcluded the Brookside minars’ wives who had wanted 1o speak to CLUW about
thalr work in trylng to re-establish the United Mine Workers of America in Hartan, Ky,
They decided not to go since the odds wore strong they would not even get Inside
the door. Women from Welfare Rights Organization and Wounded Kiee supporters
were also lold they were not welcoma.

The spacific Issue which polarized CLUW was whether or not they would formaily
suppori the UFW. Throughout the conference, the UFW received the strongest, mos?
vocal support from the ..women who atlendad. The ~enly rank-and-file worker to
address the convention was Josefina Flores, a Chicana farmworker-organizer from
Chicaga, who was “allowed" lo speak befors the final session began. Her descrip-
tion of conditions in the fislds was the only time that working conditions came up
at all. She recelved a long, standing ovation, and there were even crocodlile tears
on the part of the labor bureaucrats. Aut then it wae “Buslaze: oo ysuar as they
tavled the wholg issve and proceeded to Jam through, amang other things, thair
own “election.”
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The stnging of “Solidarity” after this dabacle made those of us who attended
sick. CLUW s a stillbirth — but a decent burial is being denied W because the new-
old radicals continue to hang on to it as If thls is the new form of working women's
organization.

Some real atternpis to organize the unorganized have been those mountad
Ly Union W.A.GE™ Thay have started somelhing new In this direction. Because
thay work direclly with rank and file, rosults have been pusitive aven where thare
has been a dafeat. In the organizing drive for Master Charga, one of the reasons
the workers i0st was that the bosses knew tow to play the old game of white againsi
Black. A Black woman active in that drive explained thae leelings of the Black
workers thls way:

«|f Black women are the majority, why is a white woman over us? It
throws your whole point oul of focus. You are $o busy sealng that one white
over filty Blacks thal you lose the porspective of all women being together.
The white woman gets the first chance; it they have to hire a woman, they
will hire a white woman lirsi. At Master Charge the women they arc flnally
putting into lower management are all white. We have one who had been
there lass than | have, cleaning the machines. She knows nothing about the
job at ait. Tha women in the office are Fillpinos. They put a white woman over
them because they can't speak English. il she can't rneak Filiplno why should
she be over them?. One woman who has been there sevan years can't gat a
promotion because her English lsn't good enough. All the women working
with her are Fllipino and can understand her. Bul a white woman Is her boss.
she Is going lo see thd white, not the woman. ) know | would.”

Black women have been siruggling to charily thelr relationship net only ta
while woman, but atso to Black men. Here are excerpts {rom a leallet distributed
by Black woman in Galitornia: ) ‘

& There have been a ol of myths parpetraled against Black women.
We have been accused'ol casirating Black men by being too dominating and
oulspoken. Some Black men have defined our role as being submissive
“aAfrican Gueans” who should stay in the home snd braed the race’s next’
genaration, .

. | Biack women are to have an egual role in the Black libaration
struggle, we have to counter the atlitugges of many Black man sueh as Stokely
Carmichaal who says that the woman's position Is prone and Eldridge Cleaver
who says that Black women should use thelr sexuallly to lure more Bluck
men Imo ine movemont. It Is Biack men like inls who demand that Black
women nol usa any lype of birth control becausa they say il s a torm of
genocide. We are against being forced to take birth control, but we cannol
allow ihese m-wi o deny us the right to choose for ourselves. We must have
control over our bodies.

Womean's liberation s said to be only a while woman's thing. There
is a viclous rumor going around that Biack women are already liberated
because they work autside the home. Wae know thal working outside the home
doesh't mean you are fisd, especiaily under the conditions that Black women
Jabor. Just as Black men, we are trapped Into unskilled or low skilled jobs, the
last hired and the first flred. And Black women earn less money than any

12. Union Woman's Alkanco 1o Gary Equanty, PO Boa 482, Barkelwy. Cal. 94701,
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other group In the nation. We rajact the idea that women's liberallon means
a job outside tha home just as we reject the ridiculous assumplion that Black
libaration means getting n piace of the rotten Amanican pie. '

' Black women have aiways been fighting for thelr freedom as women.
And this fight cannol be separated from the whole Black people’s fight.
Joining women's liberation is not a seilish move on the part of Black woman;
it Is necossary for us to be able to develop our own potantial and contribute
all we can to the libaration of ali Black people. We should jein wemen's libet-
ation not to allenate curselves from Black men, but to bring us closer together
in a new refationship of equality and mulual respect.»

Gne group that sesmed to recognize this. the New Amarican Movemeant
{NAM), proposed the convening of a Socialist-Feminist Conference. thaugh they
had neither proletarians nor Blacks In their women's group. Insolar as the objec-
tive situatlon was concerned, the correct timing achlaved a iruly massive atiendance
at & conferance called in Antioch In 1975. So passionate was the hunger for philos-
ophy, so great was the disgust of the lrue woman's liberationlsts at what transpired
.at the UN Conlerence in Mexico, so magnetic was the pull of the vary words “Social-
Ist Feminlsm,” that 2,000 women tried to get in 1o what was billead as "Soclalist
Feminist." Hundreds were lurned awsy, and- ths 1,500 who did get la found that:
.1) they were coniranted only with one more type of ellism; 2) there were practically
no Black or working women present: 3} it was so sectarlan that not only did It keep
papers of othar Marxist tendencles from belng presented, it did noi even allow such
papers 1o be disiributed.’ As it just pronouncing that “interaction” between women
gnd “Left" equaliod “theory” and thus & new bannar, it then prudeeded to call woman
out of order when they sald they ropresented any group other than what NAM
called "Marxist-Leninist.”

About the only poglilve result was “individual contacts betwean women
from all aver the country, and a daterminatlon that they would fook for a lotai philos-
ophy of liberation that would not scparate philosophy from revolution. That' was
precisely the pull of the Portugusss Revolulion. The coallnuity as wel! as the con-
tradictions seen there remain the challenge for all revolutionaries. ‘ '

Portugal, an Ongoing Revelulion

The totally new dimension that arose in the ongoing revolution in Peorlugal,
which ts now under lhe whip of a counler-revolution, exisied even before the ele-
mentat anti-fascist revolt broke oul in Aprll, 1874, Take the question ol the book,
New Porluguese Letters (kriown In this couniry as The Three Marias), which
had lanced the three authors In jail, on the excuse that it was allegedly “notno-
graghic,” but in fzct becavse it was a feminist, humanist, political outpouring of
opposition to the existing patriarchy. Whether It was the international women's movement
that freed the throe Marias from [ail, as Marla Barreno holds, or whether it was the
revolution itsell thal ireed lhem, the two are surely not mere coincidonce. Both
_prove the multi-dimansionallty of soclal revolution.'?

13 Sue "Mana Barranc Speaxs Fot Hergull” & transgupt of a spaech by Mana Barrano in Berkoley, Cal,
printed w1 Mews & Lellers, Aprd 1975 Soe alsd Porlugal: A Miszs of Freadom, O Flame Pubheations.
£42 Bestot RY., Bumingham 29, Engiand, which hos & substantial sockon on (he role of women and i3
DuIN an avjective and Compehecsye ruvolulionary study
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“Wo will nevor go back to the old syelsm; wa will never glve up lha land”
declared woman whestcutter In revolulionary Portugsl In 1976,
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Long before 1974 throe new lorces of revolution — the peasants, the youln,
and the women — joined the workers on the historic stage. The agricultural workars’
strike for the eight-hour day erupled as early as 1954; and Calarina Eufemia, a
peasant woman assassinated by the Naetional &Guard during that reveolt, has become
the symbol of today's working women's movement in Porlugal. The Porluguase
youth wrote their own chapter during the worldwide student revolls of 1968, leaving
the traditionat Communisl Party to form ther New Left, including one of the most
revolulionary groupings. the Ravolutionary Party of the Proletariat/Revolutionary
Brigades (PRP/BR), which is headed by a woman, Isabel do Carmo,

Also previous to 1974 cama the great sirikes of 1973, Thay came from the new
prolelariat that had been brought onto the scene by the mullinationals = Timex, IT%
Plessy and the garment industry — who moved into Portugal alter 1968, looking o
safer profils and cheaper labor; and a great proportion of these new workers were
also women, including those in the shipyards where they were 25 percent of the
workforce.

There Is no way 1o escape the pivotal role of lhe women, elther before or,
even more magnificently, during the revolution — whether wa look at the peasanl
saizure of the land where the women were the most actlve, or the Industrial sinkes .
in the clles where the woman wera the most militent, or the creativity of worien
workers in Lisbon who took over 2 laundry plant 10 make it a freq service so tnat
“worklng class women will be freed lrom housework,” or the direct establishmani of
& Women's Liberation Movemunt {(MLM} that foughl for spechlically "leminlst" issiies
such as the right t¢ abortlon,

The need for such an autenomous movament of women was underlined when
a demonstration of the MLM was physlcally attacked at the beginning of 1975, nc!
by the tascists who had been overthrown. but by the CP and cther so-called Left
men, who aven attacked their children, Many women who fought for the ravolution
soon found ihey then had to fight their own male co-workers and their husbands,
In one brewary where the womea won equal pay with the men, the men demanded
an increase to malintain their dilferential. As a MLM leaflat put It: “When i's not
tho bosses who are axplniting us, il's our own comrades who are demanding mls
explaitation.” . .

The 5P-CP, I'rom the underground, had organized the Democratic -‘Women's
Movement (MDM) In 1969. It, however, had limited Hsell siriclly to economic issues
like "Equal Pay for Equal Work,” kept away rom man/woman ralations, and been
critical of the “middio class” MLM. But the MDM and- MLM are no longer attacking
each other, and, what /s most Important, the MDM has qrown to 10,000, including
many men, and is recognized as an Imporlant, engoing, revolutionary forca.

. Under the whip of the counter-revolution, the working people, men and women,
did feel that the crucla question was unilled aclion. Il wasnl a way lo deny the
need 10 combal male chauvinlsm within the movement. Ralher it was a way to keap
the counter-ravolulion at bey — and 1o assure the deepening of the ongoing revo-
lutionary process. The counter-ravolution has nol yet been able to discipling the
workers who made the revolution of 1874.75, and all questions are still open

What {5 clsir now is the Imperative neeg lor a unily of theory and practice
and for an integrality between nationafism and Internationalism, A first step was
begun by Isabel do Carmo, of the PRP/BR when she raised bolh the question of
the relationship of party to spontaneously developing new forms of organization
and 1he rolation of theory 1o praclice, Here is how she datined her group: *It is also
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ihe organizalion capable of making a synihesis between theory and revolutionary
practice,” 14

All these etemental vulpourings. new developments in theary and prac-
tice, cannotl do our tasks tor us. Clearly, when it comes to any country, only Ihase
whabiting it can reconstruct it. The American revolution is the task of American
revoluticnaries. The pivolal question, then. is: where do we go Irom here, in this
counlry? -

When we see, as fact. cieaning women in New York identify themselves as
“we are women's liberationists,” there can be no doubt that the act is well-grounded,
that Women’s Liberation is,"indeed, mot just an Idea whose time has come, but the
fact of development 1hat has emerged out of it. Yel we cannol gloat over-all these
heretolore untold tales and reasoning and suflering and struggle whon we see an
outnight revolution — such as began in Portugal In 1974 and flowered nearly full-
blown to social revolution — now under the whip of coeurter-revolufion on the most
crucial of all questions. capital/iabor, ‘

. It is lor this r¢ason that we have conconirated on women workers — what
they zre doing. what they are saying. what they are thinking. To the extent that W
have brought in history, it wasn't for purposes of “Irarning- lecsans,” but grasping
the continuity wilh our struggles today, so that we crn start working oul 50 new a

. raialionship of theory to practice. philosophy lo revolution: that we will not have to
face yet one more aborled revolution,

' That is what has to be worked out by &l! 6! us as we particlpate in daily
‘struggtes, whather lhey are around organizing the unorganized or fighting elitlsm.
Teo many in the new Women's Liberation movement are acting as it all they need *
Is a party..party, party — a parly to lead. They oiler themselves as the nev: leaders

" and are ready lo engage in anything except laking seriously the deoply philasophic
quaestions raised from below, and dialectically working them oul on the basis of the
movement from practico that is itsell a torm of theory,

The times demand a total transtormation of this rotien; decaqant. racist,

sexist, exploitative, allanaling society to one where all huraan beings can live In
dignily and can'{reely-davelop themselves and thelr ideas. .

We ask you to help us work it out concrately In daily activity and daily
thinking. Let us establish new relations.n aclvity and in philogsophy.

Wamen's lelrall_on. News and Latters Comntiitees

14. Sea PoHuy flavolubl ¥y Procass, p by Pecpie’s Transiation Service,

‘E Koy Dy ol the
1735 Aliston Way, Berhaley Cal, 94703
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WOMEN AS THINKERS AND
AS REVOLUTIONARIES

by Raya Dunayevskaya
{The articie below s oxcerplad from two leciuros: “Today's Women Theorists,”

given in Datroit, at the WSU-U of i Cullural Canter, Sapt. 1975; and “Rosa Luxem-
burg,"” given at the Unrivarsity of Wisconsin at Madison, May 1075.)

Good avaning, Lat's gc adventuring, first In women's activitias that have not
been recognized as ‘revolulions, such as the firsl Women's Rights Convention at
Seneca Fall, N.Y,, in 1848, and the Aba “riots" in Nigeria, 1929, and then fake the
plunge into three revolutions: Russla, Fabruary 1917; Germsny, January 1919; and
the ongeing revolution in Partugal now. In gach case we will bacome a witness to
woman's creativity as a liberating force.

‘L. Mass Creativity and the Black Dimension

Creativity Is so very characteristic of masses In motien, that you tell a story
of the past and have It sound tike somathing just happening before your eyes. Or
you can describe a happening of today, and have it sound as something that wlil
firat happen tomorrow, The temptation s also great to staf the story of women's
creativity neither at fts beginning, nor at the end, that Is, today, but somewhere in
the middie. This Is not due tu any sort ol Existentlalist obsession with “exirame
sftuations.” Rather it is rocted in the truth that women's struggles have croated
totally new siuations, hidden from history and sty unrecoynized as - phliosophic
ground. What today we call Women's Liberation as an Idea whose time has come,
are movemenis from practice, Irdm balow, that havg beer’ accumuiating through
the ages,

Take the so-called Aba “riots” In Eastern Nigeria In 1925, some 30 years
- bafore anyone thought seriously of Alrica, much less Atrican women, as a new
davelopmant of world. freedom, It was

per of the women,
however, was unbounded and therefore, thaugh the men, the educated ones, would
not help the illiterate women resist the {mposition of the tax, the women declided,
themselves, to revolt,

The sell-organization of the women established a iovally new torm of struggle
which transcended all trihg) divislons — Iho, Yoruba, Hause, as well as the smallor
tribas. So unitad, powerlul, and vislent was the opposition of the women to the
edics, to thelr own chlefs, as wel as to the British imperlal rule, that it bacame
impossible 1o contain the revoll. Shots ware fired Into the crowd, and only when
40 women lay dead and many more injured, was so-called “ordor” festored. Even

" then, however, it vias achlsved only after the tax was ravoked, with PRritish rylars
clalming that they had been unewara of African “traditions” that the women not be
taxed. .
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The sttitude towards women's struggles seems always to play down women's
actions as not meriting the description “revolutionary.” For that matter, aven up
o our day, has any histor’an, or even ravolutionary, seen that historic act as ground
from which a great loap into freadom as well as {eadershlp was achlaved In the
156057 Nor can the neglact be explained anly by the fact that the event occurred
in tar-oft Africa, back at the outbreak of the Great Depression.

Take the Wamen's Righis Convention tn this country in 1848, at Seneca Falls,
N.Y., a fact often enough recorded by women historians of fod1y. All underestimate
the Black dimension which Inspirod the white, middle-class, educated woman 1o
strike out on their own. Sojournar Truth and- sometimes also Harriet Tubmar ara
dutitully mentioned, condescandingly admitting their bravery — and of course their
sulfering as staves — but never as Ruason which drove the educated to face raality:
that the Black women were the orators, generals, and, yes,-thinkers, whereas they,
the middle-class Intellactuals, were: but superdinates.

Far that matter, have we aske ourssives, as we proudly repesl Womea's Lib-
eration is an ldea whose time “au nome, such simpla questions, as: {1} How does
It happen that our very numes, “fued from patrlarchy,” do nol measure up fo
Sojourtier Truth's, whose whole philosophy of liberatlon is Incleded in her name?.
[2) Have we even today, as we inveigh against “male domination,” comparad it
1o Sojourner Truth's separation from Frederick Douglass after the Clvil War for
being “short-minded" becausc he did not wish to burden the slruggie for pas.
sage of the 14th Amendment by duiianding also the right of wornen o vote? And
{3) have’ today's women theorists built on that movement from balow, not only as
force, bt as Reasan? Nor have any analyzed it within the rontext of that year ol
revolutions, 1848, :

Lol’s 1ake a second look et that year, 1848. Was the first Women's Rights Con-
venlion really totally unrelsted to the revolutions that covared the langih and
breadth of Eurcpe? Isn't it a fact, though hardly recorded, thal the women of the
Franch Revoiution of that year published a daily paper, La Yoix des Femmes (which
is something the women of today have yet to create)? - :

Other than Marx's genius, what was In the alr that led to Marx's discovery of
“@ whole new continent of thought? Can we loday afford to lat the ruling Ideology
keep us hemmed into American pragmatism? Shouldn't we, as women, at {east
be awara of tha fact that the year Marx first broke with bourgeois sociely and
worked out @ philosophy of Ilberation which he called “a new Humanism™ — 1843
— was also the year when a woman, Flora Tristan, proclaimed the nood_for an
Internaticnal of men and women that would put an end to the division of mental
and manual lator? :

Young Flora Tristan died ‘nat yeur in the London plague. In Germany, the
young Marx continued 1o develop a whole body of works, a theory of prolstartan
revolution, a whole phliosophy of human liberatfon, deeply rooted both in the class
struggles and In that most fundamental relationship, Man/Woman. Merx helpad
organize wornen's movements, not only for betler wages, but fotally ditlerent con-
ditions of labor: not anly tar the right 12 vata, bot tar gt frooan Eighiy iuvii pages
on women and child labor went into Capltal, Vol. 1, not only as description and
resislance, but, as Marx expressed It when he drew the whols wark to a conclusion,
"the new Jasslons and now forces” that would produce the “negation of the nega-
tion,” that is to say, become the “grave diggare” of capiialism, creating a whole new
soclety whare "the development of human power is Its own end."
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Some 100 years after Flora Tristan's declaration far an international arganiza-

of working men and warmnen; after Marx's discovary of a whole new continent of

thought; after the firs; Women's Rights Convention, in New York: and after the

grealest ravolution in Marx's lifetime - the Paris Commune ~ in which The Woman

Incondiarias’ surely acted as both force and Aeason, isn't It time to work out a

urgently needed by the Women's Liberation Movement which does

limit the question of women's liberatlan to an expose of “the Man"

and therehy bacomas praciically no more than a bystander to Marx's philosophy af
liberation on the excuse that it Is “male defined,"? as Shaila Rowbotham puts it,

Marx practiced what he preached, agaln poth In the class striggle, and on the
question of women as Reaso Thus, in the Workingmen's Inter-
national Assoclation,

Council, Thus,

philosophy a *new Humanism,”
mental human relationship, mmune when he declared
the greatast &chlevemant to be “jts own working existence."

Or course, Marx answered the questions of his day, nol ours, but can we
afford, as women's lbarationists of today, to be without a total philosophy, because .
the greatest philosophy for up'rootlng the exploitative old and creating ground for
the new was formulated by “a man“?

Wl Russia, Fobruary 1917; Germany, January
1919; and Rosa Luxemhurg

Now iet's turn to the 20th century and see, firslly, what we can learn from
women as macses In motlon, Inltlating nothing short of the overthrow of thal reac-
Ho'nary Rugsian colossus, Tsarism - tha dramatic, creative, empire-shaking five
drys in Labruary, 1917: and, secondiy, let's turn o the- 1819 German Revolution,

an' its greatest theoretician, Rosa Luxemburg,

That first day, Feb, 23, In Russia, appeared simple enough as a calobration
of International Women's Day by the textile workers in Petrograd. Rut was it that
simple, when they Insisted (1 becorne a sirike, despite a raging world war In whigh
their country was doing very badly? Was it that simple when al revolutionary
parlies — Bolsheviks, Lalt Menshavike, Social Revolutionaries, Anarchists — were
lelling them that they were courting a massacre, and they shouldn't gv out on sirike?
Was that {irst day of the ravolution, when 50,000 women marched desplta al|
advice agalnst it, “male-datined” ravelution? Was the letier they addressed 1o
the metal workers, which the metal workers honored by Jolning the strike — and
50,000 graw to 90,000: men and women, housewlvos as well as laciory workerg — g
proof of the fact that they didn't realty “know™ vat they were doing?

When the Bolsheviks dig Join the women teilie workers and the sirike turned

———
1. Se¢ The Woman Incenclaries by Edith Thamas This waek mn e e e Nt o . s
=i women's Wberationiats. W (s the most dalalled xtd creative analysis of the rayolution of 1871,

2. Shaita Aowbolham, Women, Rmshitance and Revolution, p. 11,
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Rosa
Luxemburg

inte polltical opposition fo the Imperialist war and the Cossacks did open fire, it
was too late 1o save the Russlan empire. By than the soidlers also jolned the massqs'
In revolt, and “spontaneously” the whols rottan amplre toppled. .

It is true that those five historig days that crumbled the might of Tsarism led,
in urn, to the Revolution of Oct. 25, and that certainly was ied by the Bolshevik
Farty. That, however, can no more detract from what the women workess Inltiated
on Feb. 23, than the Cctober one zan be blarwel! for its. transtormation into opposite
under Stalin a decade later, B

Wha! had happened in actien, what had happened in thought, what had hap-
pened in consclousness of the mass participants — all this is ground on which we
bulld teday. Or should be. But even il some still Insist on playing down women
both as masaes In motion and as leadership, la1 them consider the Garman Revo-
lution. January, 1818, led by Rosa Luxemburg. None quastioned that she was the

leader,
?

From 1839 when she fought the first eppearance of reformism frn the Marxist
movement: through the 1805 Revolution In which she was both a participant and
out of which she drew her famous theory of the Mass Strike: from 1910-13- when
she broke with Karl Kautsky — four years In advanco of Lenin's designation of
Kautsky as not only oppartunist hut betrayer of the prolotariat ~ and when she
lirst developod her anti-imperialist struggles and writings, not only as political
milltant but carving out her greatest and most original theuratclal wor':;, Accumula-
tioh of Cepltal; to the 1918 Revolution, she made no division betwean har theory
and her practice,

Take har Reform or Royliiiont agninst Bernsteln, who demanded that “the
diaiectical scallalding™ be removed from Marx's "materiallam,”

"When he," she |5 talking of Barnsteln, “directs his kecnest arrows against
our diaiectical system, ho is raally attacking the specitic mode of thought employad
by the conscious proletartat in its struggle for libaration . . . it Is an attempt to
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shatter the Iintellectual arm with the aid of whigh while materlally
under the yoke of tha bourgecisla, i the bourgeolsie,
For it is our dialectical system that shows the working class Yhe transitory character
of Its yoke, proving to the workers the ‘Ine\mabllity of thelr victory, and has already
realized the revolution in the domain of thought,"

The naxt great historic avent — the Russian Revolution of 1805 -~ again reveals
her as tngorlst and acllvist pariicipant wha did not stop at eralory but, with gun in
hand. made the praoprielor-printor print g workors® leaflet, What she singled out,
however, from the great experience; what she made ground for other revolutions;
what she created as a theory also for the rélaﬁonshlp of spontaneity 1o party, was
The Maes Strike, ths Pallticai Party ard the Trade Unlona; : '

“The revolution Is not an open-field maneuver of the proletariat, sven it the
proletarlat with social democracy at fts head plays the leading role, but it is a struggle -
in the middle of Incessant movement, the croaking, ¢rumbling and displacemant of
all social foundations, In short, the alemaent of Spontaneity plays such a suprema rola
in the mass strikes In Russia, not because the Russlan protetariat is 'unschooted,' but
bx_scausa ravolutions arp not rubject to schoolmasterlng." '

It is this concept and thisg aclivity and this Parspective that lod, in 1907 to Luxem.
burg's joining with Lenin and Trotsky ‘o amend the resolution at the Sttgart meot-
Ing of the International that declared socialist apposiiion to war and the' Imperative
need to transform It into ravolution, . .

Al the time when Luxemburg recognized the non-revolutlonary character of Karl
Kautsky, when ajf other Marxists, Lanin included, ware still ecknovylaglng him.as tha-
greatest theoreticlan, of the Secand International; she embarkeq on the most hectle

point of aciivity outside of a ravolution itself.

She fait imry strongly that the German Social Domocracy had been hardly more
than a bystander Instead of miiitany fighter agalnst Germany's Imperialist adventures,
It was this, and nal mere “organizationa)” questions, ada her return.to her
original analysis of mass slrlke.which had that "the masses wi

be the active chorus, and th ! * the interpraters of the wiii
of the masses.” :

Luxemburg was not only invalved In lacturing and developlné an antl-Imperialist
situggle over the Moreceo crisls which woutd, In turn, lead to har grealest theoratical
work, Accumulation of Capltal2, butshe also turnad o work on the woman quaestion, 4
which heretofore she had latt enlirely 1o Clara Zatkin, who was editing the greatest
German women's magazine, DIs Glalcheli, from 1891 to 1917,

The magazine's circulation fose from 9,500 in 1803 to 112,000 in 1913, Indeed,
by the outbreak of the war, the female membership In the German Soclal Democracy
was no less than 170,600, it is clear that, as great a theoretician as Resa i uxempurg
was, and as great an organizer as Clara Zetkin was, they were ot exceutions to the
alieged apathy of German women. On the cantrary, it would be moje correct to say
that there wouldn't have bagn as massiva and imporiant a revolution in Germany were

3.1 happen to dissgres sarously with her \noory in 4, of Capliar, b i Ider t a devl.
alioh from Marx, Thig €annal however dulract from the important cantrbulion Il made In the struggle
‘,8""“ Imperialism In ner day. See “Stute.Capitalism and Marx's H or Philosophy and Ravolution,~
(Hows anc Letiars, 1567, -

4. Ses Rosa Luamburg's 3048Ch oM “Women’s Suliraps and Class su-u%gle“ =t Mg Sluligen Second So.
c'i‘.l l;.\:rno;rtlle Woman'a Rally, May 12, 1912, in=lu2a2 i Gwiscted Poliifcsl Writings of Rose Luxembyry
fMonihly Pa b
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there not that many women involved in the revolution. Naturally none could compare
wilh Rosa Luxemburg as theorelician. That fs cortainly true of genius whether that bo
woman or marn, As ona of the very few persons who had writien on the subject put it,
wara it not for profelarian woimen, “there might have baen no revolution in Germany."®

Daspite alt the misrepresantation of her position on the Russian Revelution, she
had halled it ax the grealest protetarlan revolution aver, Insisting that the Russian
Bolsheviks alone had dared and dared again. It was exactly for such a daring act that
she was preparing herssif from her Jail cell, from which she was not freed unti] Nov. 9,
1918, when the German masses In revolt had driven tha Kaiger from the throne, Any-
ona who tried to use her criticism of the Russlan Revolution as, the German Revolution
unfgided got from her the following: where dld you learn the ABG's of ravolution? is
It not from the Russians? Who taught you the siogan, “all power to the soldiers, work-
ers, and paasants”? 1sn't it the Russians? This is the dialectics of revelutiun: that is
wha! Spartakus wants, this is the road we are taking now,

Rosa Luxernburg lived only two and a hall months after being let out of Jail. Two
and a haif months in which the upsurge of the masses led to the establishment first
of the Spartakus League and then the Indapendent Communist Party I’ Germany, Two
and & half manths in which to call for all pawer ta the soldlars’ and workers' councils,
And than the countar-ravolution caught up with her, shot her, bushed in her head,
and threw her body into the Landwehr Canal,

Does the beheading of the German Revolution — Llebknacht and Jogiches were
murdered along with Luxemburg — mean that we're not to learn from a revolut'on ba-
cause it was "unsuccessiu|"? ’

Has the Women's Liberation Movament nothing to lesrn from Rosa Luxemburg
Just because she hasn't written "directly” on the “Woman Question™? Qutsida the fact
that the latter doesn't happen to ba true, should not the corpus of her works bacome
the real test of woman as revolutionary and as thinker and as someone who has a
great desal to 1ell us as women's liberationlsis of today? Are we 10 throw all that into
the dustbin of histery because she had not written on the “Woman GQuestion"?

[tl. An Ongoing Revolution
~and Today's Women Theorists .

The plunge into revolutions s being undertaken because they not only
are exciting uvents of the early 20th cenlury, but will alse illuminale the problams
of our day. We nead to examins, i only briefly, today's engoing Portuguese Revo-
lution to see the historic contfauily of working class women in motion as shapers of
nlslory..As far back as two decadss ago, whan the tolally new movement from
below bagan with the outbreak of the East Europoan revolt against Russian totafl-
tarlanism, signaling a new world stage of struggle for froedom from under totall-
tarlanism, and no one was paying attention 10 the fascist regime In Poriugal, there
were struggles of workers, of womsn, of paasants.

The first woman {o die in Portugal, in the mid-1850s, In the fight for the elght-

S A G Leginning G thie ol ussn mads tr william A, Poliz In his unpublished thesls, *Tne
Role of Proiniarisn Woman in tho Getman Rovolution, 918-19," prasantad al the Conlerence on the Hislory
of Woman, College o1 St. Cathering, 51. Paul, Minn., Ogl. 24,25, 1978,
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hour day was Caterina Eufamia. It is she who was 1o become the symboi for the
women's movement — MDM — that was organized in the underground. For that
matter, she bacama also the symbol for the struggle for women's rights ol the new
MLM, which was organized by intellectuals and middle-class women, when the
“Three Marlas"® wore freed from jeil. '

The undercurients of revolt had actuaky bean germinating loag before 1974,
When nn athers ware paying attantion to Portugal as the youth rebelllon around the
world reached a high point in 1968, tiere was, in fact, an outbreak of revolts in
Peortugal by students who were fighting not only for academlc freedom, but against
belng drafled for the Portuguese imperialist wars In Afrlca. The two high polints
that were reached in all these undercurrents of revoll came from within the army in
Mozambique, Glinea-Blssau and Angola,” and from within Partugsl itsell.

Within the country itseil thers was a whole serles of wildeats in 1973. Women
bacame especlally important in 1973 when a labor shortage sent them Into textiles
and electronics, and directly into the fight apainst muitinationals. It Is In textlles and
elactronics and shipyards whaee the grass rools workers' movement first erupted,
and where nona questionad the militancy of women workers. But they were asking
not only for a fundamental change in laber canditions, but for diffarent relations at
home, as well as raising totally new questions of reveolution and new human
relations. - t . d

With the overthrow of the fascist Caetano regime in April 1974, thers wera
outbreaks of all sorts of wlideats, freeing the revolution itself from .the neo--
tasclst “leadership” of Spinola, and crealing the foundation also of a new Women's
Liberatien Movement. Women's participation became critical as three movaments
— the rébellion within the army, and the wildcats of industrial workars covering the
length and breedth of the country, as well as the peasant occupation of the land —
cogiesced. It was no accldent that one of the ravelutionary politica! movements
that arose, PRP/BA, was paade’d'by-a woman, Isabal do Cermo.

As can be seen, the question of revolutionary creativity 1s not Just that of an
individual, not oven when she's as greal as Rosa Luxemburg, and certainly not that
of ertlsts or sclentists. Now then, let us ses whether the movement from practice
was the siuff out of which {the women thearlsts of today, whether they be in the U.S.,
England, or any other technologlically advanced country, built their- theorles, N

Whh the rise of the Women's Liboraticn Movement In the mid-1960s, when a
whole new genaration of revolutionarias was born out of the 8lack Revolution, the
anti-Vietnam war movement, and the world-wide natlonal Nberation struggles, we
had the rise also of women theorists. The new In the struggles of tha migd-1960s,
when it cams to the Women's Liberation Movement, was the women's refusal to
wait for thq day after “the Revoluifon” for thaelr total freedom. They refused to
narrow thelr struggles to Nght for equal wagas or, for that matter, any other eco-
nomlic demands. They raised all sorts of naw questions, from sexuallly to opposl-
tlon both to patriarchy and the ingrained division between mental and manual
labor, For what they aspired to was nothing short of the wholanets of the porson,
8. The onginal fitls of the work for which Maris lssbel Beerano, hiatia Teross Horla, and Marla Velho ds
Costs were Imp d wan New Portug LeHers, publi n 1972,

7. Tha lesflets of Ine FRELIMD 1n Masgmbigug, the PAIGS in Quim SISE and IADLA In Angitl may
nol mialch the tratermiration leatisty that the Bolsheviks wiols in 117, but they corlnlnly wers an antirely
new ground for fighling n Partugsl, 1974, In wiging the Parluguese soldiors 10 go homg and maka thiir
own revolution, the nationsl Nbarailon forces wete rwg‘quolllon:érln&luulng. !M-ro'I’; Dzl_.uoﬂ}ln:.ihl} 1he

“advanced Partugusss Pad not sven hesrd of, Ses
ang Metum fo the Sourde by Amilcar Cabral,

85 5421




The women theorlsts have dona considerable work In sxposing male chauvin-
jsm in history, and In the Movement itself. It was cerialnly of the essonca to maka
such refativaly undiscussable subjects as sexuality discussable, not a la Freud, but
against Freud. Works llke Kate Millat's Sexual Polltics exposed the mala chauvinism
of great writers of our day, trom D. H. Lawrence 1o Norman Mailer. Olhers took
lssue with all forms of patriarchy. The weak point was that none of them were in
any serlous way ralated to working class women, theit activities, thelr thoughts,
thair aspirations. The one exception was Shella Rowbotham's Womon, Reslstance
and Revolution, B .

In dealing with 300 years of woman's slruggleé. in concentraiing on Iebor
struggles and revalutions, and openly espousing cocialism, and in bringing in the
question of male chauvinism not as something only capitalistic, but very much
porvasive within the Movement itsalf, she focused on the vallgity of an Independent
women's movement. Unforturately, so pracccupied was she with “the new" that she
neither dug deeply into philesophic roots, nar so much as mentlonad -one of the
graatest revolutlonary theoreticlans, Rosa Luxemburg. Whatever the reasen —
whethe- it was bacause Rosa didn't write volumincusly on the “Woman Questien.”
o ‘lusa Luxemburg's works and activities are nol, to her mind, relevant to today's
women's lasks, or whatever — she thereby. actually degraded women's rovolutionary
role. Indeed, flying in the face of history, sha wriles as if all revolutions wore "male-
detined.” This only leads her to a vanguardist ¢onciusion that wornen, even when
doing nothing short of initiating a great revolution that \oppled Tsarism, lacked
“gonsclousnass.” That is stlll one other form of considering women “bachward.” In
a word, no matter how »consclousiy” one favors an Indopendant women’s move-
mant, one doasn't really conslder them copabls of “gelling there” — unless led by
a “Vanguard Party.” Vanguardism, elitlsm cannot but impede the Women's Libera~
tion Movement of today Irom working out a new relationship of sponianeity to or-
ganization, theory to practice, philosophy o revolution. It is but orie more form of
separating thinking trom doing, especially as it ralates [0 women as thinkers and
as revolutionaries. ’ -

Working class women have a very speclal reason for their passionate'interest
in revolutions, not simply because thay're exclling events, but bocause they show
waorking class women in motion as shapers of history. The dialectical relationship of
spontanelty to organization is of the assenca 1o all of us as we face today's crises.
It Is not only Portugal which is under tha whip ot counter-revolution that began Nov.
25, 1975. Tha global struggle for power between caplailst imperlalism and. state-
capitalist societies calling themsealves Communist, all nuckearly armed, has pul a
question mark over the very survival of humanity. .

Creativity that can really tear things up at thelr roots and ganulnely start some-
thing new, humanly new, C&h only come from mass creativity, It is only then when
it i3 totally revolutionary, [s not hemmed in by the concept and practice of the
“Party 1o lead,” and it Is only then It can once and for all end_aborted and un-
finished revolutlons.

Be it something as “simple” as the question’ of women's struggle lor aquality
In the very midst of ail tha myriad crises, or the deep recesslon and racism in the
U,5., WNat women are nunguring iur is whiking out the rotationehin of their creativ-
ity to & philozophy of iiberation, Wa surely do not need yat one more tarm of elitism.
What we do need I3 a unity of phiigsophy and revolution. Wilkout It, we will not be
abla to get cut from under the whip of the counter-ravolution.
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