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LEDANON: ‘HE TEST NOT ONLY GQF THE P.L.0. BUT THE WHOLE LEFT

"Cruelty, like every other thing, has lts
fashion, according to time and place. Caesar,
the accomplished scholar, candidly narrated how
he ordered many thousands of Gallic warriors to
have thelr right hands cut off. ‘Napoleon would
have been ashamed to do tuls., He preferred dis-
‘patching his owm French reglments, suspected of
republicanism, to Santo Dominge thers to die by . .
the hands of blacks, and the pleague. The infa-
.mous mutilations committed by the Sepoys*. re-
‘mnd one of the practices of the Christian By-
zantine Emplre.” «-Kari Marx, Sept. 16, 1857

Dear Friends:

No act of barberism seems to ho 'beyond the degeneracy of our
times that hav. dlsgorged World War II, The Holocaust, the U.S.' '8
droppin@ of ‘the A-bomb on Hiroshine and Nagaaa.ki, and toda.y we need
add abysmal cyniclsm to the butchery and savagery of the l’fbanese '
Christian Right. 2s 1£ the nurderous 52-week siego, climgxed also
by the cut-off of water, of the Palestinlan refugee Eamp, Tal Zaatar,
were not- cnough, the unsavory gon of the infamous fanatical neo- -
faseclst Lebanese Interior Minister Camille Cha.mnun—-l.‘lannj--contin—
uved to slaughter in cold blood, the Falestinians who were streaming
out of the camp with white flags of survender.

*It -isn’t that Marx excused the acts of torture committed by
the Sepoys aven though the 1857 India Mutiny was an anti-lmperialist
act againgt Britain, It is that Marx was stressing--and not only in
that Sept., 16, 1857 nepoxrt for The New York Daily Tribune-—that ap-
Palling acts of oruelty come both from exploitative soclietlies and
holy roliglons: “With Hindus, whom their religloit has mads virtuosl
in the art of self-torturing, these torturcs infllcted on the cnemies
of thoir race and orccd appesr quito natural.,” As agn:lnst. racisnm,
stralght or inverted, Marx was deoponing his thaov-y of mreletarian
revolution e.s the only rocad to frecdom.
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Told that the son of the "moderate” Rightist head of the Fha-
langa, Plerre Gemayel, had agreed to let the Red Cross arrangs the
evacuation, these were the words Danny Chamoun spewed out: "There
might have been an agreement between Geiayel and the Palestinizns,
but how much of the front does the Phalange hold~-85 yards?" ()

It 1s hexd to concedve of unyone'to the Right of the Pnalange,
tut in the Christian Righf in Leinon you have both the gunman pres-
ldent Franjel and his son who heads a private axmy, and Chamoun's
"Tigers" who thereupon degcandegl upon the Palestinians 1ike wolves
=4 looters and when the camage was over, the bulldozers pushed
the corpses into mess grave.‘ Back in 1958 it was the willy father
who trumped .1p the bogu%sﬁg'ethe imminence or the Palestinlans
"’seizi'ng pover," whereupon Eisenhower was all too happy to rush in
U.Ss Marines, In 19?6 the gunnan son indulges in outright genocide.
The grisly end to Palastini&n Resistance at Tal c‘.e.a.tar will not bring
to an'end the civil war between rulers amd :uled. Muslim, Christian
and sther.

‘Tt is true that the civil imr that erupted 16 months back,

‘on April 13, 1975, to be exact, was eparked by Palestinians against
the Phalange massacre of & busload of Palestinians who were retuming
- from &' meating of the - “Rejection Front." (2) _And it 1s true that Mus-
1im rerrisals to such masgsacres are not' w!.thout their atrocitles, It

-is not true that it is-a raligious war between Pa.lestinin.t HMusling
and Letanese Christians. Rather it is a clags war betwsen Lebanose

: masses--christian as well &z Arab and those who profesa no rellgion=«
and the exploita.tive, racist, ‘sexlst rulers who have been enriching
thcmeelves aver since the Egyptian xevolution in lfﬂag climaxed in
1956, that expelle:i Western imperialism and Lebanon became the fi-
nance and mercantile center for Middle Ea.st Aradb oligarchu 2s well as
Western imperialists.

Not only .fa it a r.':ivil war between masses and 1ulers, both Leb-
anese, but.the Palestinian Left who have helpad have played & mogt
ambivalent rola both in a class struggle sunse and in a global con-
text. It therefore is necessary to probe the dialectic of davelop-
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ments these past 16 months from both the obvious phases--Arafat's
waffling, Syria's complete turnabout and actual occupation {not
unrelatedrto Israel‘s,_nuusia's ard U.8.'s seeming bystander roles)--
to the not so obvtus shuouded acis of the whole Left--from the Has-
serists and "Left" Ra'athists-—-io the Communists, Trotskyists and
independents, all under the umtrella of Jublatt;s socialism.

I. P.L.0.'s tzuelble

The Lebanese masses were so definitely winning the bettle with
the rulers that the latter "accented" truces as well as parliamentazy
compromises that would allegzedly cede the pecple rights, both politi-
cal and economie. Though none of the contepding forces unfolded a
bamnisr for total emannipation, no one feared that Arafat would not
allow a genuine revolutionary force to come t6 power; Hone seemed
disturbed by his ambivalence and liniting the Palestinian fighting
éIongsidé lbslem ﬁeft, depending on his ambitions tb_get to the Gene-
va Conferdnce on Palestine as sole répresentative of the Palestinians
fighting for a state of their own. Detween the spring and fall, 1975,
no one in Lelanon doubted that the issue Has'Lebanon; and that 1t

" would never azain be the undisputed stronghold of the Christian Risht

Yhen Syrié first ma:cheduin to ald the Left, ii waus iunder the
guise of its ovh Palestinian Army, 3aiqa, which, morecver, was sup-
posedly under ﬁhé control of the PL0. That was not only the view of

 Arafat, bul bisiarsthile opponent from the Left, Nyet Hawatmeh,
head of the iemocratic Front for the Liberation af P~lestine (FDLP)

~who so assured the Le lionde in a special interview: "I want to
malke it clear that the PLA iz under control of the PLO, and there

were no resular army troops under Syrian coﬁmand, ag claimed.” (3)

‘ So confident wvas Arafat both of gaining a whole country as base
against Israel, and for a seat at a new Genova Conference for a Pal-
estinian State, in the winter, 1975, that he was following the events
at the UI' more than the actual developmenta in Lebanon. Above the
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machine gun fire in Lebanon where 'bhel fraticidal war was continuing,
he was ordering the PIO representative at the UN rogarding the Arab-
sponsored Resclution on "Zlonism Is Raclsm" to "analyzae" the Leban~
ese war itsell as.but a “conapiracy," a war initizted by "intermation-
al Zionlsm," (W) Having thus burdened the UN Leclazation of a "Decade
for the Zliminetion of Raciem” that was tc have been fought against
South Africa and Rhodesia, witii the "Amendment" that "Zlonism Is
Raclsm,” he had to face the startling realiiy that not only wes Syria
out to cut FLO to size, but evidently Syria was ailded by some Arab
kingdoms, Saudl Arabia especially, and actually collaborating with
Christian Right rulers. : ’ ’

. Above all, what was gnawing at all the people was: . would Syria
have nade so' total a U-turn without at least tacit agreement with ,
the U.S.A,? To call Assed & "tzaltor" at this late stago will herd- .
1y change the course f the war under Arafat's leadersbip, The point
12t vhere to now that the victories of 1975 are wo::'se than I’:f'rrhic?'
now that the. countex~-revolution has been extended into 1976, and there
is no end in sight? ., :

The last tragle denouenent was, after all, precededi}:y_ sharp
altefhaﬁves if one were not blinded totally by the narrow. single-
issue goal of extinetlon of Iérael which is, when all is said and
' done, the.only unifying force of all Arabs. Thore was still time in
the Spring of 1976 to choose between Assad (who had by now openly
sent in the.regular Syrian Army “to stop the bloodshed,” and kamal
Jumblatt, who had resistad Assad's “"coupromises” as the actual shoring
up of Christian Right rulers and thus saving them from the.wrath of -
the masses. In an interview with Eric Roulsan (15 ) Jumblatt still
viewed the future optimlaticelly: -

"Lebanon will becoie a lay state, our Christians will end up
br abandoning the (aronite caliphdate, the Arab world must be
"esternlzed and xld of an antiquated clerlcalizm which is keep~
ing Lt chaiped down." e then spoke of the futurc as & "Social-
ist Republlec," adding: "Civil warmey seem stupid todsy, but
one day people will recognize that it opened the way to the

- Lobanese poople's, even the whole of the Arab world's spiritual
renaissance," ‘
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. e will return to Jumblatt as the soclalist umbrella of some
ten Left organizatiohs. Here what is orucial is that Arafat then
chose, not Jumblatt, bur Asand, after which he waffled long enough

. to have Assad refuse him entrance to Syria. Arafat did manage to
convene an emergency meeting of the Arab League where, for once,
he d1dn't mince wowis: ¢O)

"You, the 20 membexs.of the League, are sitting here sither
in silence, or paying lip-service to the Palestiniang cause
while tho Palestinians axe belng slaughtered. Palestinian
blood is cheap to you, . .There are 3, 850,000 Palestinians
living in your ecountries. Y~u cannot destroy us., I warn you .
that if you try you will not get away with it."

If the inplication waa supposed to be that a genuine social rev-
olution would sweep over the feudal ki.ngdoms, Arefat is more obtuse.
than he has any risht to 'be to think that that wasn't procisely the
fear that swept over the rulers, ‘and hence their affinlty, not with
' ‘the Argb nasses, but with ‘Christian Pigh'h oppressors. The Arab-Is—
raell confrontation is ‘the 'Bistorting lens " (7) 4tth which to view
what 1s-happening in Lebanon, and has rendered meaninglesa the desig- -
natlons of "Left" and "Right" in all Arab countries. It is time to
turn away £rom 1l these narrow nationalisms. and see what 1t is
that does’ recognize, in theory, what are class divisions, and ask
that Left th it hes done nothing but tailend. the PLO? '

II. The Stra.nga Antecedents and Iery Nanow Nationalism
' : of the New Left

The very narrow nati onaliam of the New Laft capnot be understocd,
nuch less fought, outside revelutionary: interna.tional context, and
the -totally contradictory types of nationalism that emerged out of
World War I and World War II, This 1s due not alone to different
histori.c periods, but totally differant philosophles .of revolution.
Ho academic nonsence rativated Lenin's veturn to .Iagelian dislacting
at the outbreak of Yorld ’ar II. '-ta.ther it was the dialectics of
liveration at a time when tha 'batrayal of the fecond International
urged workers patriotically to slaughter each other across national
boundaries. “hat Lenin called “"tho bacillus" for proletarian revo-
lution came, instead, from the Irish laster Rebellion, 1916.
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-Becauce Lenin's revolutionary concepts of intermationalism and
the philosophy of national self-determination, as ‘nseparable, both
precedad and followed the Rnsslan Revolution, there never was a tine
when national 11&mtion #as ever reduced to nationalism, 'as 1t was
with Stalin once power wee wott. On the contrary. Lenin's lest strug-
gle against Stalin was, precisely. against Greai Russian chawvinism
he displayed in his native Geoxzia. As the Georglan Communist,
Toertsvadze put 1t: "It is true that Harx wanted the union of the
rroletariat of the whole world, but he never claimed that all Rus-
sians ought to unite at T{1is."

Bscause the ideology of Btalinism, 1 €y na.tional Communism
went hand in ha.nd. with the first vorkers' state as it becama transg-
fomed into its wp‘_nosita--a. state-capitalist goclety-~the replace~

k mant of the cla.ss struggla by Cold Yar "anti-Westernisn" came "nat-
“urally, " and though sides had changed during the war, narrow nation-
a.liam ha.d not. In any casn, by the 1.950‘5, Stalim.sm found in it~

'se1f a new affinity Hith the Arab Hiddle Ea.st. .

‘-

do not mea.n to sa.y tha{. wha.t we_ see in the Middla Ea.st owas
its nrigins 'to ‘iussia.. No, 1t is 1nd1genous enough. 'I'he encounter
wim atalinisn ia no mere ma.tter of "pol* ’r.:.cs makiug strange bed-
fellows," It has had revolutionary elements not only in its anti-
Wea+emism, but positively with the overthmw of Farouk by Nasser
-in-1952." "But it also 1s o hybrid, . The "end of 1deology" that came
with the defeat of Nagi Germany had a strange new birth. In 1953, in
. -Syria, the-Ba'ath (Arab Soclalist’Réenaissance Party) resulted from a
merger of -two.groups, one that so hungered to free itself from West-
,ern imperialism that it had. participated. 1n the pro-Axis: Rashid Ali
revolt in Baghdad in 1941, and the other ras socialist. Indeed, the
- ‘Fluegt RenAfssance groupi{xg)was haadad by Michel Aﬂaq, who was in the
Syrlan-Communiat Paxiy,

F:Lr'ally, Lena.nnn, where even now tnere iz a gmatar va.riety of
political terdencies than anywhore else in Arab lands, the Communist

* ‘Party of Syrla and Lobarion, hagded by Khaled Baddash, antedated the
tlme Lebanon gained its 1ndependenco From’ F‘ranca in 1943. From un-

darground existonca 11'. nade 1ts a.ppaara.nce :I.n the open a.nd kept up
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1ts Hoscow tles vhen Ba.:cdash a.'opea.red at the 19th Russian Communist
Party Congress, the last (1952) which Stalin attended. Khaled Bukdash,
who 1s probably under house arrest in Syria.. may not have had as

- much praise for the Syrian nationa.lists as he had for Stalin, but ne
made It quitec clear that the S_vrian Cummunist Party was not reallv
Communist; he wanted the country to be nationalist, not a Communist
Syria. And now when no doubt the Iebarese Communist Party is the
largest in any Arad country, 4%ts Gencral Secretary, Geoxges Haoui,
siated this Juno 27: "We don't force our reforms on the country. We
are veady to t1lk with all our npi:oncnts including the Phalangists,

for patriotisn is not a monopsly of the Left." (9' _

And the Now Left, born in the 1960s, so disdatnful ef theory,
(which it forover thinks it can pick up “en routﬂ"), has a strange at-
titude townrrl .mecrialism. It is es it impcrialism wore net the
natural outgrowth of monopoly capitalism, but was conspimcy, ore-
genized by a singlo imzginary center, ra rather as the Nagle nsed to ro-
fer to the Judeca-Catholic~Masonic Alliance, or Communists undor
Stalin to the cﬂnspi:acy of the ‘I‘rotsl.yists and Rightists in loague
with the impoz:ialist seeret service,” .

7 It is such an attitude to impcria.lism, along uith the theoretic ‘

void that has pervaded the Mavemont since the death of Lonin. that
has 1cd revolutionaries to collude with narmow natinnalisn on the
ground that it is "anti-impcrialist" though purcly nationalist. Evi~
dently nationalism of tne so-called ‘Third Werld 1ls sf Iiself revolu-
tionr.ry even whon it s undor tho banncr. af a king, a sha.h. or the -
omiratos, Thexeby they canenize nationalism though void of mrking
cless character, as national 1iboration. |

It 1sn't that class is the sole charmotexistic of national 3ib-

eration movomont hat ro tionar can suppoxrt. It is that th

working closs naturo is its ossonco and it is that the revolutia%-

ary and international impact eiivrgos from masses in molon,

I have no time BHr tho 0ld Leolft like prosont-day Trotakyism(n)
ihat tallonds all, ineluding tho Arab varioty of Stalinism. What is
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important to note is the most original derivatlvs of natione.l Com-
munisn--with the most "uninterrupted" r~r-r-revolutionary phrase~
mongering--Maolsm, . Yet, wlth its vary first separate international
development when the Sino-Sovict world was still 1in orbit rother than
in conflict--the 1955 ‘Bandung; Conferenca, (12) --its pure nationalism
- but with global reach, Iikewise plumged into the Arab League lands
"sub-~ imperialist“ enfoldment,

The point is that, in the present circumstances of'purel,v nat-
tionalist anti-imperialism with a global reach (not to mention the
two actual nuclear global contenders for single world domination—-u S.
‘and Russia--} we cannot bury our heads in the sand. That not only
blinds you, but slso xobs you of revolutioﬂaxw reason. All it
lezves you with is the narrewness of only cne enemy--uhether 'bhat
b2 Israel--, or Israel's opprossive nationalism #hich a.ttampts de~
nying the very existence of Falestinlan nationa.l consciousness, not
to mention'the right to self-detemina.tion, or China's obsession with

'Russia as enemy No. 1. Our nuclenr state-capitalist world ig few -
more da.ngercus than the old mPenalism of endless divisiona and re~
divisions of the world by the Big Powers, Once it is nuclea.rly )
,armed, the Damoc.:s sword puts into question the very survival of

civiliza+ion as we.have ¥nowm it.

This does riot mean that we give up the struggle for self-deter-
nination, Palestinian especially. \F) Tt 1s that no do not narrow
our vision of the ravolutionary struggle for a totally different :

" world, on truly new rlumnist foundatione, the' fivat necogsity of .
which i1z the unity of philosophy and revolution,

OthBMsa, long before “the final day," we will not only be

. cunironted with impotent hijacking, to which Dr. Habash's Committee

is already roverting, but to such tragic wars as Lebanon, which is
more agonizing than a repeat of that blosdbath in Jordan in 1970,

It is much later in the day. It includes not only Palestinia.ns, but
Lebarese revoluiionaries. And, in the civil war no less than ten

Left groups are gathored under Jumblatt's banner.
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Yhen history and theory get into each ofher's Way, and philoso-
Phy and revolution get separated, there is no exit from counter-ravy-
lutionary conseguences,

Raya Dunayevskaya
Detrelit, Michigan

(1) Hewsweek, August 23, 1976.

(2) In this instance the Rejectlon Front is not yet the one reiated
to the Sinai Agreement, which was not to take place tili September,
but to negotiations with Israel, and any idea for 2 Palestinian State
ouv of the West Bank and Sinai, . L

{3) The interview, "At last & real cease-flre,” by France’ Cornu s
Fublished in the Lo Honde section (dated 1/25/75), of Tha’ Manchestér -
fuardian, dated 2/1/76. ; R

(4) Ssee Political -Philosophig.Letter No. 1,

(5) H. Rouleau also holds that "Assad's Galeulated Risk"w-the inva-
‘slon of Lebanon,--would not lLave been undertaken without consultation
With the U.S.A, Hanchester Guerdian,.Junel-5/76 in Le Monde section,

(6). e report.of the closedsession was-avidently made to Henry: "L
Tanner by an Arab 'source, New York Times, ?/14/76- e :
(7) “Lebanons. The Inszne War," i;y_‘.rame',s M, Markham, New York Times
Magazlne, August 15, 1976, - » ‘ . o

(8) See both "The Arab Soclallist Movement," by Gemvan Majdelany,-& .
leading theoretiscian of Ba'ath, and "Syria: Naticnalism and Comau~
nism," by W, Z, Lagueur, as well as & Soviet-View, "lhe.Growth-of
National Consciousness Among Arab Peoples, 1945-1955," in The Middle
Bast in Tranoition, by Walter 4, Laqusur. Though- the-maierdal is
dated, 1958, it contains a substantial variety of views.

(9) Tis quote is from a review of Fred Halliday's new work, .Ardbis
without Sultans, in New Left Review, #95, 1-2/76, by Maxime Rodinson,
Nearly any work by this great scholax will give the reader the most
comprehensive view pussible on the Hiddle East, :

(10) Frants Fanca was profoundly eonsclous of the. contradictory “types
of nationalisn facing the African revolutions. BSee espeoially the
chapter, "The Pitfalls of Mational Coneciouaness,” in ‘Ihef?lre:hched._q_.f
The Earth. losa Luxemburg, who hardly had any sympathy for the
‘National Question," baing totally abgorbed in internationalism, did,-
however, imofoundly grasp imperialism's oppressive domination of non-
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capitalist lands: "Thoush ifnpnria.linm is the historic method of
prolonging the career of ca.pita.llsm. it is alzo a sure means of bring-
ing it to a swift conclusion," (Accumuintion of Capital.)

(11) Thet; prescnt~day Trotskylsm fiics in the face of the Troisky
legacy both historically and theoretlfcally, I have shown in Politieal-
Philosophic Letter No. 1, Tne laucsl developments on Lebanon and
Israel further expend thelr opportunism. Sec especially the inter-
view with a Lebanese Txotskylst in Paxis, Intercontinental Press,
7/28/76, as well as the latest issue on Israsl, ' (August -, 19/76)

(12) An intoresting new view 1a in Israel, the
Korea.n 'Fa.r and China, by IIichs.el Brecher. Jeruaalam Academic Press.

(13) 'I'he expression rega:dins Ira.n is. F‘red Halliday 8 in Ara.‘bia.
without Sultans. See frotnote 9,

(14) . See Noam Chomsky, in N‘aw °01:Ltics, Wint.er. 19?6. Also Israel
and the Palestineins: A Digge;gn-b Israall View, and the endlass .
~ P10 -ptatements. The Left's authentic representztive, the head of
-thes Lebanege~Arab army, Ahmen al-Khatib, who has alwiys been Al Fa-
tah, compleined: "It is difficult to make a.revolution in Lebanon;
there iz oo much money arcund.," The trouble iz that oll money

and not cnly from "laft" Iraq and. Libya 'but also from Saudi-Ars.bJ.a
'bankrolls Ha PLO. .




