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THO SIMMITS: THE U.S. CAI-L "YESTERN" SUMMIT IN NEO-COLONIAL
PUERTO RICO AND RUSSIA CALLS OWE IN ITS EAST GERMAN SATELLITE

Dear Friends,

By sheer accident, the two poles of supposedly twc different
wnrlds--U.5. and Russia--met, one right after the other, the last woek
in June. By no accldent whatever, the conclusions these two unconneci-~
ed summits reached werc of the eame class nature: national state-capl-
talisms with glo‘ba.l reach, ‘wracked by class struggles at nhome and eco=
nomic-pollitical crises abrosd, vying for single world mastery at the
expense of the prolota.riat ir. vach country and the broad massas of the i
tachnologica.llv underdeveloped land
Toeause Preéi.dent Ford's call was so blaiantly Jow-level elec-
tion politics, when he is struggling not to get, unseated‘ even befors
the eloction. by his own Republlican FPrxly. by onr 'ioagan even further to-
the Right than he, the press ‘na pald _d.t '.Le ‘astention to-the summit of.

" the seven nations that cor.tw 1 two-t.hirds of the werld's production--
the U.S., West Gexmany, Japan, France, Italy.' a,:itai.n and Canada. And
‘because, cver since the Sino-Soviet conﬂict rea.ched the no-holds-barred
stage in the mid-1960s, no world conference.of state-capitallst sociuties
calling themselves Comnunist could he held, Brezhnev's "success" in get-
ting the Burccomsunist natlons to meet after some three years of maneuver-
ings was covered lavishly only to the extent that Brazhnev “had to" com=
promise on "indapendent" roads to state power. )

In truth, each of the "summits" was important for very opposite

reasons for which they galned attention. In the case of the U.S. im=
perlalist conference, the summit rovealod that the “West" (which in-
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cludes Japan!) is in such deep crlsis on native grounds that no 1nterhe.-
tional “unity" was poasible, In the case of Russia, the West Europcan CPs'
indopendence of Hoscow not only did not signlfy un indepondent rovolutionary
perspoctive, but was further compounded by the pretense that they thoroby. .
volded the "Brozhnev Doctrine” which excused the invasion of Czechoslovakia, '
Not cnly have these Parties no power to stop Brezhnev from repeating such
counter-revoluticnery ac.s in East Furope; they don't want to.

They arce too tusy roaching for state power with existing capltal-
isms in their own lands, be it via . collaborating with the SP, as in France,
or with the most reactiorary Christian Demoeratic Party, as in Italy. In
a word, they gavo procf of th> cless collaboraticnism that has always
characterlzed Stalinism, natioral and internationzl, including its Maocict
variety. ‘ ‘

Where there was likeness between the summits; “West" and
“East" (a.nrl this includes the East that wasn't ‘there--China)}, 3i'was id
the capitallistie way to try to get out -of the economic crisis on the backs
. of the working massos via "wage rosiraints,” that is to say, unpaid hours
of 1e,$or. Tt i=. this clnss naturc of, both: summits which makés it necessary
. to take a closer lock at thoee conferences which "planned" to soften, but
_in fact exa.ccrba+ed, the world orises.

Under the bennor “Yankee Go Homel", the Soclalist Party of Puerto.
) Rico held a rally. The 15,000 Puerto Ricans who demonstrated against Ford
may not have boon seen by Ford. After all, security was so tight tha.jl:. the
Governor of Puerto Reo, Rafael Hornandez Colon,-could barely get in "to
welcome" the Prosident who had not bothered to invite him to the "summit."
But while Ford didn't see the thcusends who demonstrated, he knew of the
millions througliout the Caribbean who wanted to shed the U.S. imperlalist
stranglehold, He no sooner got off the planse than he lashed out against
Cubas ’

"Thozoe who might be inzlinod to interfere in our freely deteor-
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mined (sic!) (1) relations should know that such an set will be considered
as interventlon in the domestic affairs of Puerto Rico and the Unitod States;
it will be an uniriendiy act which will be resistod by approrriate means,"
Trus he way setting the stage not just for the summit on the "West" but for
the UN, vhoce Cub2 may reintroduce the Resclution on Decolonizatlon and for
"the recognition of the National Liburation Movement of Puerto Rico" that
Cuba hm-" introduced last year.

When the following day, June 27, the two-day conference npened
"and the invitecs--Chancellor helrut Schmidt, Prosident d'Estaing, Prime
Ministers James Cellaghan, Aldo Hoxo, Takeo Miki and Tmudeau--got down to
facing reality, it was cleay that tho-economic recession '“"‘."3‘ continuing
on & world scale, thet high uncmploymont wms unconsclonabls, and the higher-
inflation and falling pound and Tuneway lira would haxdly Bo- "solved" at
this conference of “indastrial nations in search of unity.”

Thus, none egreed with Treasui-y Secreta.ry Hilliam E, Simon that

production must be "slowod” so that inflatlon be “lowered” aven if that
means "unemployment remains high"--betveen 7% to 9% "averégg“ and in fact
between 10-12%! Canade could show that though thoy had inetituted hazve:.
wage'controis, inflation rose to 8,9%., West Gormany, .Hhi'_ch has the lowest
inflation rate in Europe, had to point to the fact that unemployment was

- Just too high for mations to turn away from that most critical of all “is-
sues. -As Primo Hinister Callaghen put it at the end of the summit, "Be-
ca.use of differing hackgrounds and soc:lal tmditions, each of us is going
our own way."

Which doesn't mea.n 'tl':n.t 2ll didn't apree that mill:l.ons Hill Te-
: maﬂ.n unamployed now that unem 10 ant has become a permanent feature of -

capitalien In $4s automatod stage,'?’ It omly moane that esch capitalist
nation will prescnt it differently, as.a “tumporary” phenomsnen, and -uone
w111 be as openly unconcerned and obtuse as well #a brutal as Treasury
Secretary William E. Simon, All shewed gruat admiration for Britain's
Labor Party getting organized labor to agrec to a meximum raise of 4.5%
although inflotion was no less than 18%! Thexeby inflation:is supposed to
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have teen brought down 2%, and this means infletlon remains over 3 times
as high aa’wages were allowed to rise. This "labor styategy" caucedas much
sympathy as the fear of Italy's CDP's fall to the CP's eloctoral succosses.

The wealthier industrialized nations came up with a single agrea-,
ment: establishmont of a multinational finanelal ald nackagze to hall out
both the CIP in Ttely and the Lebor Pariy in Creat Dritain.

Outside the unlty to save private cepitalism whon 4t ic threatened
with totel collapse, the nations could agree nélther on what to fo with pro-
duction, nor with inflaition; not cn wnenployment, nor oven on "fleoding"

. international trade. "I‘hua’t, shile inr‘.ividurvllj‘each spoke about not letting
-export surplus.grow where it enu.a,ngcrs netional irade’ tolances, nono dared
- put any pressure -on Japan not %o let itz export surplus ETOH, That ‘sorious
peint of. imbtalance fox' 'thi Western iudustrialized natioria was 'by-passed as

each continued to ta.lk of "uni‘ "

7 .. ..In entered Se"cre't'a.'ry"oi" State Kiésingéics&o, thi provious week,
had- once ggaln “tricd reshaping tho Atlantic Alliance, ‘This tine the tone--

© only the tono-was different, Instead of the im'aeria.l politics stanco of

"The Yea® of Europe" ag spalled but by Pax Aner‘ c-a.na, K.‘Lssirwer a.cted the
elder statestian.vrofossor, spaakinr' mlobelly about “the .rho'.le West." " In
the last four years, he’ ‘pointed out, East-West ra.da had gro:-m no less than

* 400%. Surely the West should "benefit" from that, have a sin.t;le, u.nifiod

"/ policyy and, abovc- all, see that the poor nations do not "saddle the world"

wlth o "gysten of commodity cartela." The latter point is all that s

agrzed on, but the "unity" broks down when the talk was cn anything except

against the impoverished- nations, - But whon 4%- comes to oil ‘and OEEC 4'Bg-
- talng reltérated-what he- had done. aver since the- 1973 Hiddle East wa.r and
-the’ quadrupling of oll prices--+ 1wt he-had-'a "specia.l mlationship" With

7 the-Arab Worlid and that was bost suited to ‘his "ne.tion."'

- . LRl =
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“Jnst’ such caplalistic nationalism also pervaded that othor sum=
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mit in East Dexrlin over tho following two days, June 29-30. Tho Westorn
press, which hod played dewit the nzrrow rationalisms in tho West, concen-
trating inztcad on tho “interdependence of the Atlantic Alllance," began
glowingly to desoribe the. netionalism of the West Européan CPs and Tito's
.ag the very apex of "creatlvity,” "inderendence," and such taotal disinte-
gration of Russian monolithizn that the Furcpeen CPF sumpitry signifies
"probably the last of its kind,” (& |

The "West" gloats too soon and toc unheedingly. There is no
doubt that Russian monolithism, where it has no, state power end srmed for-
ces to support it, had no memmetlsm for nai-.ional CPs as we siaowed in the
last Letter on Weat Buropean CPs and tho now stage of state-éa.pitalist
origes, Thore is nothing new in the nationzlism yxithin that world. which
calls itself Communism ever sinee Stalinism caused Russia's-tré_nsfomtion .
from & workers' state into & state-capitalist éociety. What is new la the
present sumnit 1s DBrezanev's prescnce and Tito's and the discident CPs gnd
the class sinilarity of all with the ruloxs of 2. Vest., Lot us listen to
what came out of thelw mouths(5 ) instead of the Western interpreters’ pens.

'

Thus, vhy :}bt,' in playing up Tito's demaﬁd for and gettm' "equal-
ity and soverelgn independence of each vaxrty," stress the reason he demands
revisionism in Marxismi- “Time brings new demands in linc with the growth

- of productive forces,. M And in this attempt to reduce workors' control
. of production to "growth of productive forces," none--necither the CP dis-
sidents nor aven the Wostern "futurologists'--can exceed the Russianut

"The progress of sclonau; technology, end production constantly
places people in situntlons which require a ramified and at the same time
efficient nanagerial apparatus aid constanf flexille dnterventlon in the _
.ariairs of Uocloty.” Out of such "loeps In selence” Russia saw nothing
short of "The monotonous and formnlized mochanical actlons ean be leit on-
tircly to machinos and the searching, houristic crestlive actlivity to man.”

(7

Ono hundred thirty years ago, Marx doclared, es he first hattled
political ecenomy when it 3till wos o solonce and yet could not nenetrate
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the clase contradictions se that it blemed the exploitative conditions
of labor only on "feudal blemishes" which would dimppear'with industrial
revolutlons "For them thore was history, Lut history is no moxe.” The
continuing reallty of the class strugsles--not productive forcoes but pro-
duction relations, exploltative proluction relations--is what will bring
down their sys;;tem and thelr capitelistic ciass ideologies, |

Toke Carrillo’s "bravery" in saying, “Communism has lost tho
character of a Church with a Popu...We will not xeturn to the structurcs
" and concepts of intermationalism that provailed in tha past.r. " Why not
ask him about the role »f the Spanish CP in undermining the 1937 Spanish
Revoluticn? Thore is no doubt thet the most trenchorous Mr., Moneyhass,
Chief Arms Salesmen, as well as Chiaf Intérna.tio_nal Commindst Ideologue
Wag: Stalin, and his policies lod to tho destruction of the Revoluidon znd .
paved the way for fasclsm's victonry. But tho Spanish CP which wes likewise

overcome in thet holocaust lost, not because of any "concepts of interna-
iionalism," but its own class-collalovationism. ' b '

The Popular Frontism that Cawxrillo is e:;cpounding now is a r'epeat
of what broughf Republican Spain down, The West is so busy playing up all
- Carrillo says on "pluralism" that none stop to ask--and indeed; why should
they be interestod in asking, since thoy too fear proletarian revolutien-
ariss?--whothor "pluralism” woul? indoed include, not Just class-collato-
rationigtg , but genuine revoluticnarics whom the Spanish CP helped de-
stzoy, from the Anarchists who‘wero the mass movement to the small 'I'roték:r—
ist grouping, from the minority indigenous POUMists to the revolutionary
.7 masses who 1a1d their 1ivos down in the great Spanish Rovolution,

And why not ask Tito himself, who was Stalin's men in Spain and
helped murder Trotskylsts? Did that change when ho retummed to Yugoslavia,
did lead & national revolution, znd geinod stato power? Or whan he did
break with Stalin? Despite that Single State Party which remsined untoush~
ed in 1948, the Loft was so cletod at that Ristoric first national bhreak
with Stalinism that illusions sbounded, amons Trotskylsts especially, that
1t ua:;’ﬁhe beginning of the end of Stalinlam.! In faet, it remained a narrow-
; 5241
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1y nationalistic departurc so that tho break with Stalinisnm as @ foreimn
ruler changed nothing fundamental in the caplital /labor relationship within
Yugoslavia, Indeed, by then--the eni of World War II--it was clear that
Stalinism was but tho Russlan name of the world stage of stato-capliclism
which had learned to statify, to plen, to do anything and everything,
"mixed” or "pure,” to save capltalism, once in its private form it had met
its end in the Depression.

And now what the Yusoslaw Hdrkcrs would feally 1ike to know is
_how they win freadem from his exploitative rule, with Tito's.valnglorious
"We have opposed amd will continue to oppese all forms of interference in
. the internnl affalrs of othex countries. It is the "mtemal affairs,"
precisely--both 1t cxploita.tiori and burecucratization--that they cppose.

If we turn from Communist Parties that do have'state’ power,
‘whether; like Tito, separated from Russia, or the Fast Buropeans who “ared
~ genuinely to revolt ameinst totnlitarianism, but now, by machine-gun
' strength, are therc to support Drezhnev's "internationalism," ‘and tum
once azain to those who do not hold state power, it is just as clear thnt
their “pluralism” is less than pa.nc.r—thin. Take Derlinguur, who had become
anothex favorlte with the "Wost" whon ho doclared, “there is not and camot
“be any leading rarty or state.” An A, azein, when he lashed out against "ax-
bitrary labelling as revisionis «0.0F overy position that diffexrs from one's
own," Dut what about the total revislonism of revolutiona.rx Marxism which
he, along with'all othor “Communisms," has achieved, not only theoretically
as he expols dissidents within his party, but as ho practlces to save capl-
talism while urging mae restmints on the Italian dork_e;:s?

None outdoes Marcheis when 1t comas to narrow nationailsm and
his calling it "Socialism in French colors.” Tho fact that he expressnd his
antl-Germanism as anti-Wost Germany cannot hide the national reelity he do-
claims apainst, any nore than A'Estalng’s very reaxly "loving" collaboa>tion
with Helmut Schmidt cen cover up-hils anti-Germanism as he searches for a
etronger elliaxge. with Groat Britain to counter—bala.nco Garmany, and makos
sure that nover sgain should Germany, East or West, become the key to Europe. &)
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The narrow netionallsme within each of the summlts, and the class
similarity between the summits, can in no way resolve any of the economle-
political-1doological conflicts., The totality of the wurld crisis demands
a total uprooting of both systems and- only social revolutlions can ~chieve

zuch a transformition of human relctlions. :
Rayzs Dunayevckays
Dotroit, Michigan

(1) What mus* vo most galling to tho people of Puerto Rico, after a half-
century of full colonial oppression and a guarter of a contury of su-~ :alled
commonweslth status, 1s to hoar tae inporial President of the richest land
in the world speak of "froely dctovmined relaticns” when even ot ihis point,
when Puerto Rico is in the deepust crisis, with a full £ifth of the natlon
unemployed, Ford has kopt mum on even that minimum bill that couid at least
ald trade but which he had kopt boitled up: "Corpact of Pormanent Union
Between Puerto Rico and the Uniiud States," o o

- {2) It 1sn't only the reactionisy Simon that is botfig criticiwzsd in the cors
ridors of even thls elitist suwumit. One--I bolieve Helmut Schmidt was the un-.
idemified sourco--was hesrd to sav that even the 1iberal Jemocratic Party
Humphrey-Hawkins Bill for so-called Full employment with-a goal of only
unemployment of"adult labor force” actually spells out 4.5%,

(3) Sinco the roporters too were not allowed to listen %o any of the spoeches,
and had to depend on "brief summaries" by such as Simon and Kissinger,  thore
1s no way to know what wns going on behind closed doors.. But it is.z goed
guess that Henry Kissinger who had beun tryinz to act the elder giatesman
these days in Europe, especially in his "acholexrly" spoech to Streteglc Stu-

- dles in Iondon .on June 25, 1975, provailed here too, Pari cf the sp-ech Was
reported in the Christian Science Monitor, 6/28/76. Sec also US News & World
Report, 7/12/75, for its editorial:-'Two Summits: The Real SigniFfcance.”

(4) See Hella Pick 4n Manchestcr Guardian, 7/11/76, both her reporton the
East Borlin Conforence, “Throe Weys to Buropean Communism,” and "Soviet
Union Bows to the Tito Doctrine.”

(5) The Now York Timos, 6/30/76, coxried substantial excerpts of Brozhnev's
talk, and the 7/1/76 issuc carriecd both the officisl Conference Document and
excerpts from individusl presentations of Tito, Marchais, Berlinguer, and
Carrillo. It also carricd a scries of articles by the head of their Paris
Bureau, Flora Lewis, who has obvlously also gotton @ new title regarding her
speclalization on "ldeological" themes. Sho has lengthy articles both &s the
conference was in progress and in the 7/1 and 7/4 issues which oarry elabc-
rate anelysos. All they show, however, is that shc sti1) has 2 lot ¢ leamrn
on "ldeology,” by no means vestricted to the orzor in date<-1912 in.place of
1903--as the origin of the "wczd," Bolsheviszm, The documents themselves

are valuable and, among othor %kLinrs, wo must remembor for the ramifications
of this summitry both Brezhncv's rcfurence to "Nina years age rerrosentativos
of many fratexnal parts in both of our continents drew up together...”, and
Carrillr's usc of a word that is o favorite with Mao--"hogemonism."-’

A
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(6) Yoprosy [losofil #8 {Problems of Philosorphy),. 1972,

(?7) Survey, Autuan 1975, carrici aa Interesting study of what Western
ldeclogues call "Post-Industrial Seniety, Fast and West" by Robbin Laird,
The laughtor, howover, that t4: Yest expreased againest Russian "concaptual-
lzation" when those Russians talk of "dinlecticel essence” {which indeod
has nothing to do with Inrxian dinlectics) bears a removkable resemblance
to what tho Wostorn “"futurolnzists™ do, Rcad how the Russlans conceive

of "the gizantic lecap forward in productlon forcus" trensforming work,
leaving mechanical action "entirely +to .pachiines and the searching, heuris-
tic creativs activity to man" and compare to alroct any work by Daniol
Bell on "futurology” anl see frr vourself,

(8) Sce Wanchoster Guordian, 6/27/76: "Giscard Sccke Bzittsh to Balanos
Gormany” -‘;y Waltar Schwartz, . -




