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Dear Friends,

[Serry that ihis year'c spring national lecture tour was so in~
tense and long~larting—it dién't ernd 'til ray 7—that 1 couldn't find
a free moment to write Political-Philosophin Letter Io, 3. T hope that
by meking this a special double ipsue that I will.catch up with inter-

national events, especially Werterp Lurcpe and qutﬁgal during April
and May. By June I will resume these Letters on & monthly basic.—Raya]

- FESTEAY LUROPE AND 118 COMMUNTST PARTIES: PORTUCAL
AND TTS SOCTALTSY PARTY: ILW STACE OF STATE~-CAPITALIST

o CRISLS

S —

1.

April 6 was the day the State beparfﬁénéfdécided to release &
summary of Henry Kiscinger's studied- remarks to a meeting of U.S5. Ao
bassadops in Burope that hed becn delivefed laet Decentar. Before and
after April- 6, Kissinger's gall had been gaining thé'heﬁdlinen,in the
European press because of ite imperialistic, crude "warninge" in the
Ttalisn electorate, that if thoy give the Communist Party a majority,
the U.S. will "not tolerate" Italy's membersghip in FATO. One Britich
aditor eaid Kissinger's "waraings' were Greminiscent" of that ColéAWér
warrior, Johanoeter Dulles. Helmut Schmidt advised #ATO to be "elas-
tic.!t After elly NATO had survived Communists in government- in Tceland
and Portugal. And d'Egtaing, in hie moet characteristic aristocratic
avstraction, asked the U.S. %o truet destern kurope to know how to han—
dle "freedom."

Ttaliene from all walie of life and political tendencies naturally
hit out againet U.S, blatant interference in their countvy's affairs,
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impinging on West Lurope's sovereignty, pointing to the pronouncement
of the Chief of NATO, Gen. Alexander Hais. an Portugal: "As regards
other nations in Yestern Lurope, I will not accept any Communist par-

ticipaticen in their government.”

In the U.5., too, there were criticisme, and not only from the
Left. New thet the "in thing" for 1cpifanta to the post of Secretary
of State is continuing criticiem of Henry Hicsinger,'Arthur Schlessinger
chose the Wall Street Journal (4-2-7¢) io sirike out against the Ford

Administration's Pextraordinary campaign of public and private exhor-
tation.” It took this self-declared "liberal," however, to disclose
tbat the real reason for thé oppocition to Henry Rissinger was not so
-mu”h goncern for Ita]y S soverezgnty, ag appreciat1on of how the It;l—
ian Gommun1st Party could Bave cap;tnl1;m: ’ ‘ -

"Today seome Itnlien leaders are preparel ic involve the Com—
muniete in the responusibilities of the natienal government.
They see no alternative to a tough anti-inflation, anti-
sirike, anti-absentcelem policy. COnly the Communists, they

believa, can pget the workers fo accept retrenchment and dig-.

cipline. Communict collaboration, in short, appeers the
pricc of social peace.! [mehahia added |

This ie no fundamental criticiem of Kissinger; btoth liberals
and consapvatives’are talking the same capitalistic innguage. Kissinger
is not unappreciative of the class—colldborationisf role of the Commun—
ists, nor unaware of the toial crisis to which enrrupt, authoritarisn
Chrigtian Democrafic Party rule led. What ie more galling to K;aeinger,
however, is thn internal crisis fhat leads to révolution.

Thus, in giving inestructions to the U,5. Ambassadors. regarding
Portugal, hz went all out to make sure that the November 25th counter-

revelution therc would hold through the April eleotionsa In & word,
both in Portuga)l and Italy, wr-i.U.S. 1mpcr1allsm fears most is the
reality nf the clacs struggle which Kissinger called " gomestic evo-
lution”s

"A great deal of what has gone wrong is not the result of
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detentc or of Sovict policy...Examples are Fortugal and
Ttaly...itkat is moat worrieome is not the forcign policy
of nations ir Westcrn Lurope, tut their domestic evolu-
tion. The growth of left-wing policice threatens to
undermine the security relationship and defense policies
on which thc alliance has becn conetructed.”

As for the Ttulian Communist Party, it is trying hard to con-
vince the U.S. and 21l other 4estern capitalists about the "historic
compromize” devised Ly {ta Chezirman, Lnrico Berlingucr. This latest
cuphemism for clazs collaburatiohi"m iz compounded by an abysmal to-
talitarianiem. ncccrd1ng to Berlingucr, the cxpericnee of Chile has

hown that even when Soc:.al:.sts win 2 ma.gomty, neither they nor the
Ponmun:ats ean rulc "alone"- they also must hawe & "broad base. Sud-
denly, it is not 2 majority that compr1se¢ & "broad base"; what does
is the precence in that governmuut of thc exploitere themsclves. Only
the_"hlstor1c comprom1su" of capitaliste and Communiots can achieove
"stabllzty."

There is nothing ncw in this "historic compromise." The Ifal—
ian Comrun1sts have been pract1c1ng collaborationlsm gince the end or
dorld.”ar II. "Like the Communist Party in Prance, ‘izlian Communists
were part of the government until the cnd of 1047, hhcn, with 2 great

'deal of push from U.S. cap1tallsm, the Pope in Italy. and de.Gaulle in

France "cxcommun1catcd" theom from the government.  The disintegration of
post-war Luropearn capitalism dig put the fcar of rcvelution into all of
them. ' Only they attrlbatcd it all to Fussla, and the popular saying was.
"All Stalln hae to do in p:ck up the phorie and give thc arder.”

The alarm:st academ101nn who is now Sccretary of State is telllnz
Hea’tcrn Furopcans thet they face, more or lors, ecxactlsy ithe same situa-
tion now. ALl he has forgotton is that; Juet as Stalin had no intention
whatever in 1947 "to pick up the phone," much less releasc revolution,
so the national Communiet Partice now féar prolctarian revolution as
much ag docs privatc enapitalism. .Lverthcloss, in the prasunt shaky
state of WATO, kissingcr projcote whot "oouldh happen.




The Communists understand Kissinger very well and are out to
conviner HiTO how genuine ie their acceptance of NATO. “hen oav of the
Communist Party lcaders, Sergic Scgre, was in the U.S. lagt fall, ke was
busy cxplairing tho Conmmnisf Party's. accuptance of NATO as "not just a
passport to get into the government...ide have no great intereet in de-
tzehing Italy from the Westorn sphierc...our view of NATO ire baéed upon a
general analyeis of detenie. There is a strategic cquilibrium in Europe.
Underlying the process of detente iz a gentlemen's agreement not.to break

that stability.n(1)

This iiay, Chairman Berliugucr -further coxplained the reason the
Communists are for Itély's maintnining membersghip in NATO: “Qur aim-is
essentially to affirm and put into'effcct 2 new idea of socialism that
"would be different both from the cx;trimeﬁt underway  in Easiern Europe

2)

and thc kind of Social Democratic practice in other arcas of Europe.'

+
'

T4 s thie which Kissinger docen't buy. Heithew, for that mat-
der, docsg Westcrn Burnpe, But they do think there is'a better way to
handle the cricis than Kissinger's stompedé into the coming elections’
in Italy like a bull in a china shop. At the same. time, the Christian
Demoeratic Party isu't rushing to relifquish etate power,. preferring
"to lean on the nco-fasciste and, with them, throu,outAfhe-Oommuniets
regicnelly, as thoy did in iTzples. o . o

What is most ironic is that the ouly thing that's truly new iu

that the Italian Commmist Party, though it ig publicly asking to- share
; o

in governmental power, would have preferred for a while longer to
continue ite clandestine advice to the corrupt ruling Christian Demo-
cratic Party rather, than at once (clections are to.be held June 20-21)
asgume governmental recponsibilitics.. Though the cconomic erisie is
vworld-wide and is dceper in Wostern Furope then in the U.S., it is only
in Italy wherc, cver sinec the oil crisie of 1973, a #iddle East poien-
tatc could laugh and say, "When I write a check, it's the bank that

bounces."
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Thc depth of the economic and poh.tacg..l erises in Italy has been
continuouc. Italy now suffcrs from on inflation rate of nearly 505 an-
nmially aud hes, officially, an over 7% unsmployment ratc and, on ihc
othor hand, hao so ruotless snd active a prolc:f'-:.ria‘i: as to have con~

tinuous, serioues strikes, stiudent unrest, and womon in mass revolt.

It ir fantestic; indecd, that such massive Women's revolts au
the one on Hay 10, 1974, when 600 of the Italinn clectorate voted for
divorse, and the !ipri‘l €, 1976, 100,000—"trong women's demonsiration for
abo;'tion, thet cven the Left  acts as if the important dcvclop—-

ments =2rc limiicd to the ""on.an Suestion.” In truth, ap urpent and

gorious as thesc "wo-len 8 _qucstions! DrG) a}a't is ernucirl jis the Pro-

found pol:rt:l.cal rnnif:.ca.t:ons. T4 apa.] 1.'.1 out a C'-mpletc break with the
ruling Christiar Democratic :u-t;: '

Betwoen thoro two cvuntﬂ thcre was thé ahocker of the June 15,
1975 regional elcc't.:.ona whcre the Conummm‘t. Party won whoppmg ma.joriti-..s. ‘
In the April, 1976 macsivc women's dcmonstre.‘tmns, howevzr, the b:mnors '
'bhe women unfurlcd werc not only ng&:.nst the Christian Dc-mocra.t:.c Party
a.nd the Pope s stand, but also in cnt:.cism of the Communist Party which
wished to compromlse on 'l;hc auostzon of tn., ri ht to abortzon. Clearly,
. the women, on 'whom the Chrl“'tl..n Dcmocr'a.tm Party had horetof‘ore counted
for ihrce long dccades, were hr.mm_; “out 2 pu‘th for 'themaelvoa in a ’
Catholic comatry, mdcpendcnt of the Ghrietian De-roora.t:.c Party and
against any of the "politics" plz; n.ng w:.th the issue that thc Communigts
Were. qndulgzng ;.-; and. were sarv;n nu'hcc of tho ome.rgence of a now
force. This, zlong wi‘th the cont:.nuous chain’ of‘ cla. e strugglcs ard the
robell:ous student you‘l:h, g:.vec an altogethcr new i‘ace to the orisis the

1deologuc.s, East a.nd !vlcst, are worrying ovcr, 28 m.ll they should.

For one thing, we must never forget that the Ttalian rovolution-
ary movement, in ite carly dating back to the fmx'-iod. of the Russian Revo-
lution, has a very éijferent hi:‘;orical and pnilesophic devolopment then

auywhere clse, Thug, bucausc the leaders who wero thrown into jail by
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Mucoolini, cspueially in the casc of Gramsei, escaped the dogeneration
into 5ialiaism, the Comrunist development had a most original turn,

dveply rooted in Marxian and Hegelian dlalectzcs.{*‘

So frec of Stalinicm, ang all—pervaéive, wag Gramsci'e thought,
that those Communists who had become +oial Stelinists, first as exiies
in Ruszie and then as pest-war returnzes tailending in bourgedis govern-—
ments in Italy, to this day fecl it necessary to purport to be adherents
of Gramsci. Moreover, the Tegliatti and official Communisis were not
the only ones to return to 1taly t'cllowing the defeat of fascism. There
were Marxisti revolutionarier, beth thosc -with long trad1t1ons of strug-
gle and _independent thourht, like Bordiga and Damen, and new young revo-
lutlonar &8 who had been active in the Resistance and there became Marx—
1sts.(5} The 19d6—4{ talk in West Europe that all that was necded to- )
‘win state pOher was for Stalin to plck up the phone was no joke to those
young Partisans. - They surely nspxred to the p;rsepct1ve that national _
1iber;tion, fighting fascism with arme in Yend, would not end up as just
one mors hetrayed, aborted, misged revolut;on. On the contrary, with
the end of fa901sm, thay had fully expecied that It aly would become & .
workers' ‘state throngh proletar1an revolut1on.‘

~ The tremennous delus1on that came ‘with the Commun:st Party 8
part101pat1on in a cap1talzat1c government -produced a whole series of
spilts and disgust with the Left 1ntcllectuals vho had found a safe re-~
fuge in the Commun;et Pnrty. Therc was rever a perlod, however, not
even duri: g the Truman—ordered exclusion of the Communists from the
government, the creation of }nmo, and the corruption of the Christian
Democratic Partv, not even during thc euphcr:a of 1ndustr1al growth in
the 19508, that the Ttal1an worlern were totally qu1escent. ¥or were
those intellectu .a, tFough a mznorlty who were with the workers,
-limiting themselves intellectually to anything re 5uporf1c1a1 ag the
piuralism the Italian Communist Party wasg "challcnglng" ‘the Russian
Communiete with.

All the sadder is it that it isn't only the-oapitnliét ideo-

logues on either side of the Atlantic who are arguing on the ground that
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Kisainger had laid. Mo, of the Left that look with much cuphoria on
the developrents of the Cormunist Parties in Western Lurope, away from
.Russian Communiem, are some East Luropeans who themselves have fought
Staliniem, whoiher it war o far back ag 1948 when Yugoslavia fought
free of Stalin's Rustia, or auw rulatively near to our timee ac the

CuechoslovekX revolt in 1968 anad the'PoliEh general strike in 1970.

The nationalist ecparntiors, a la Romoniz, from Fussian MO0
lithism are no more funcamcntzl breaks from 5talinirw than is Llbaniate.
The fact that there is so much saticfaction in hearing Russian totali-
tarianien reforred to ac "the new Trare," as uao doss, that class divi-
sions are made subordineste to thir anti-Rueeian rtance even wheu itls
modeled on hAmerican “democracy,” is only further proof ef the ‘great
diptance between intellectuale and the éeveloping clase and racial
strugglcs in cach of thesc courtrice. %hile these disszidertc do ot
go 80 far 13l to consider Wertern Furcpsan moven away Trom Moseox e
domina¢1on the equivalents of new forms of "eocialism with & hume
face," thsy are under many illueione as to "pluraliasm,."

ig for . the proof of chc “rcvolut:onary nature” of ma01em. they
have' yet seriously to confrort the narrow natlonalnnm of Hao? g8 Chxna.

They definitely do not sec "lho prescnt uavelopmcnt a8 mMCre narrow
nationalism, wherc China on the ong hand, and on the other ha.nd each .
Western Luropean country's Communlst Party ' ir opting for stato ‘POWED .«
Inetead they hold to the view that itts all part of the procees of "un-
dermining" Stalinist monolithism. One wonld think that "pluraliem" can ..
only mean divergity and vztallty of ideas, inetead of ¢isintegration _that

wes inherent. in every non—rcvolutlon*r ovent pince the destruction of
the German Revolution of 1919-23, . o

Purthest from their minde in the preecnt debaies on “the sig-

nificanee of cevclopmente in the Compuniat Partics of Kepi Europo, espe-
cially thosc of France and 1taly, ir that "pluraliem,” at best, was the
type that charccterized the Yeimar Republic which, once the world Dee
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pression troke out, could hardly witlietand the rise of Nazism., So total
is the separation of theee theoreticians from the prolatzpiat that they .
now talk as if fundamental social reletions stem, not from economic base

buit irom ideological debates.

0K, let's fake a second look at the 25th Russian Communist Party
Congress, fo see just how far removed from Russian ntate-capitalism cal-
ling iteelf Comnmnism are the Italian and French Communist Partics.
The 25th Congress was suppozed to have been that "proof," since it was
right in Moscow that %he %eset Eurspean Communist larties openly showed
their "indepardence.” They zgreed with the Communist Parties of Yugo-
slavie and Romania, insisting on the cuections of “soVereignty“ of each
nation, "equaliiy" of all Communist Parties, "sutonomy" of each Com-
munist Party, and most importart of all; as Romania@'?reﬁiéenf‘Ceaﬁsescu,
put it, "“the right of each Communist Farty to define its own pélitical

~line and strategy." If such phrascology is taken seriously, then the

least importent and most pueilfnimous of the Gommunist'Parjifzs;creat__
Britain'e--spoke most audaciously,.be it only for the press: * The
General Secretary, Gordon Mcﬁellan; gaid: "Our aim ie the coniruction of
suciallsn in a:.form which would ‘guarantee personal froedoms, the plu-
rality of pol itical parties, the 1ndependence of the trade un1ons, Te-

ligious freedom, frevdom of research, cultural,. artletxc, and sc;en—

. tific actlvities." . ) . : B E

Now 1t is true that the Communist Party in Great dritain haec no
such mess bage as tha Italiane, and McLellan' words hardly will have
the forcc or Borlinguer's. But that, exactly,. is 14, The mass base in
whet shows thg# he has the same state-oapitalict mentality as- the
Russians' Stalln1am is, after all, just the Russian name, for thé’ world
etage of capliltelism's a ve10pmcnt ever gince the Great Depression
brought an end ic "

If, though a socialist, the ground one looks at in gefining

frecdom from Rucmian totalitarianiom is not that of workers' control
of production, but nationalism, Lastern European and Western BEuropean,
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then Oeorges darcheis could indeed appear ae the most independznt of

all. As againet Berlinguer's assurauce thut, though he wae demanéing
pluralism he hed no intention of bocoming o "fifth column" in the Seviet
camp, darchais chose not to attend ihe 25th Russian Party Congrece. Not
only that. As agminst any tall. of 'historic compromise," the French Com-
munist Perty (despite the foet that it is in a coalition with the Social-
igt Partj) tricd sharply to differentiate iteelf from the Sociglist

Party by ttressing the diffcrent "social composition,” aE if the Com-
mmiet Party and not the Socinliet Perty wag "proletarian."

Morcvover, Jdarchais lashcd oué againet tho. "continuing" tendency
of Socialist Parties to collaborate with the Right. Indeed, when it
comes t0 nationaliem, Marchais wae g0 far to the ~ight of cven d'Estairg
tha$ he sounded popitively chauvinistic -as he lashed out agalnst d'Ee—
taing's I'ranco~German "alliance" by gaying he wag opposed to any new
licly Roman Empire," even if thié is with a "German with Atlaniic con~

nections," though ke be 2 Social Domocrat, i.c., Helmut Schmidt.FT) '

~

What darehais failcd to takc issuc with wae the fact that the

prolctarlai in an on going Portugucse revolution was so diagus%ad with
the Communist Party o ‘trlkL—brL&klﬂP activity. that they had to turn
to the Soecialist Pariy, shori-lived as ‘that, too, will no ‘doubt be.

1I.

Revolutionary dissidents need to oounterpose Western European
Communist Party verbiage to the actual rcvelutions that occurred in the
past two decadce, both those that had takun placc in Bast Burepe——in
+he 19508, be it in East Germany-in 1953 end in Hingary in 1956, that
initiatod a new nge of revolutions that in 1968 burst into the opon in
Czechoslovakia,and'iﬁ Poland in 1970--as well as the ongoing one’in
Portugal. Bven the whip of the eounter-revolutionary goup on Nov. 25,
1975, could nut destrey the Portugucse revolution, so elcmental was
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that cutburst. Bocause it was spontaneous and not under the "leader—
ship" of the Communist Party which, ir faet, ha¢ acted as outright
strike-breskers after Caetano was overthrown, and because the wildonts
end general strikes and cccupations of the land seened an.lf.ES, tire
Portuguese masses turned in disguest away from the Comnunist Party and

voted Socialist Party.

In no time at all, heowever, it Wif VoIy nearly totally frittered
) H ¥ ¥

awey beCause that "demoeracy" wus, and is, very clearly tied to “the
West.," During ihe very bricl perisc when U.S. imperialiem md FATO
wera out of the picture; in camc the Soeialigt I'arties of- 4estern Eurcpe,
Weat G\.rm:my most prominently and with fthe most finances, %o save Portu-
fal_for NATQ. Wo wonder delmut Schmidi now asie that LATO be more
"elastic." He ie under tie cclusion that he can do in Italy what he

had accomplished in Portugel vi: Soards' Socialirt Party. at this

moment, Soaree is supporting no lcss a conse_rvztivu mihtarmt -t:ha.n the
Army Chief of Btaff, intonio Ramalho Egner, for the Pres:deucy. A month
from the June Z7th precidential r.lc,cta.ons, Soares ig busy wh:.tc-washmg
this militarization of the hcadwof-ctate on the excuse that the Army
chiceftan "prowinod to defeng the new Cunmtuutlun...[asj a proe'rosswc

way 4o snc1a1mm." Thea pay—off ho cxpccta fur thm is to B n':.med Premlcr.

What thcy.all Torget io that, with all 1t5 sctbackﬂ, including
the countur-rcvolutionnry coup of hov.-25th, the prolotariat hasg not yet
been totally Gofeated, the rcvolution is still ongoing. (8) 1t goor without
saying that ever slnce the Nov, eSth coup, whicn JATO and V.S, imperial—
Aiem helpod engznﬂer, "tha Wost" ig gctting new confidercs, T4 feels eo
gure that thc JFortuguere Army is now in the bands of profeaaional nili-
tary, men, that they're busy upgrad:mh Portugaits rolc in NATO.’ Whes
thoy caell "the return to rormaley" seoms from ilhcir vantage point to

_hévq only onc shadow over itv, and that deals not with Portugal -but with
ingola. It appcars thit the cxchange of cmbacsice that wee supposad
to havo taken effact hus bean broken off. The latest runor is that
therc is a now development in Argola, . 2 dobutu~type of "authontic




nationaliem," a factior thet is supposed to be functioning underground
and that is not only oppored o0 waites, but to mixed Blacks, not ex-

cludin,; President apustinho Yeto himself.(10)

The pivotzl point is not the extent to which the hints of the
latezt rumors on injectiuvn of outright racism in any factional disputes
within the #PLA is true, but the fzet that such a racist develo;ment,
far froq being out of the qucst1sn as flonlnu from the Sino-Soviet con-
flict, ie ectually noa par with the Jebates within the Sino-Soviet
conflict as they have relstion to the Lfro-isian-Lotin imerican ond Hid-
dle East worlde. Specifically in Angola, saots China, which has gene
go far in arming and treining FrL4A and URIT. 25 not even to stcp at
being on the side of Scuth Africa, has worked through siotutu and has
put down tut enc condition--that they act on the "prlnclple" that Rus-

sia jis Bnemy No. 1, ané Cuba its “ncrccnamlcs."

S8ince no holds geem to Le barred on either side of the Sino-

Soviet dqnflict, it becomes imperative, not o ook At wards, ?ut the
it
Yhat

is & historic foet beyond any shedow of doubt, ubjectively and rubject-

actusl objective eituation, nationally and 1ntcrnztlonallv.

ively, is that ever sinse thé rifd-1950s, whes the ttate-capitalist world
calling itself Communist founéd itceld confr@nted with elemental revolu-~
t;ons from the Left WhiOu g.wnded the becinning of tho end of Russian
tot911tarlan13m, and then owporition from the La*t appeared also witnin

Chln itself, the Sino-Soviot arbit turned into Sino-Soviet conflzct, not
alone hecauee of developments from the "cutﬁzdu," but 1ntcrnally.'

That is to easy, osnee treru wae a demaﬁd for‘frceﬁom from Com-
munism, not to return to capitalism, btut to have » "Perie Commune" form
.of s0cirl organization as Shens Wu Lien was to exproee it during tha
Cultural Revolution, then, be it Russia or China, the rulera could no
longer spesk "for" the proletariat, né mattcr how cf'ten they repoatec
worde about “prolotarian dictntorship" or "socialigm.” Let's toke a
look 1% what is happening within China iteelf and sec.
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L recent issue of Peking Revieg(12) celebrates the "great vie-
tory" of removing Teng Heiio-ping from 21l poets and appointing KEna
Kuu-teng both Pirst Vice-Chairman of thu Central Committee and Premior
of the Btete Council, "uranimously" and "ou the proposal of our great

cader Chairman Jac." This iscue then proceeds not only to report all

the mmo8 mectings in support of this "egreat victory" followed by 7 pages
of grectlngs to the new Frowier, tut whet is a great deal more important,
prdceeds 1) "philogophically" to analyze =ll ine errors of Teng; 2) on
the foreign front {the usual Wy of pronouncing 2 new line), cites a
report from Japsn on “Illusory "Detente, ' Harch Pagte" which they edi-
torizlly summirize as "The osw towrs: ﬂunbobxs have dlspereed the mzrace

of 'detente's..With the continuous exposure of the Soviel crimes in An-
gola and Egypt, more and more Jupanvse people h;ve seaen through the
true features of the ‘Brozhnev cllqua“( 3) ané 3) a.report on the “soc—'
1alist 1ndustrJ" and its "systom of ownurshlp."

As they did when the whole Uommunist world first wee confronted

with an cpnosition from the Left back in 1956-57—the Hungzrien Revolu-
tion in Eeet Burope and the Hunéred Flowers Campaién in China~—this of-
fioial publication sf China procecds to andlyze Tong with many quctations
from iao in that Hundred Flowcrzs Campaign--"0n The Corrsect Handllnb of
Contrad:ct1ons~ﬁmong The PeopleY—-and from iao's spesch 4o the Chiice=e
crmmunist Party's National Conforence on Propagqndn WOrk. It stresses
over and cver again that ever since Yenan days, 2ll the way bhruugn the
Cultural Revolution, Mao the Ghairman has laid down the line of "great
victorice." The very latest twist is this: though Teng {id not deal wiv
philosopﬁy, Bays Peking Review, his whole attitude ie “nothing but a new
version of the notorious bourgucie philosophy of pragmatism which preaches
that 'enything useful is a truth' and vaunte that it is a philosophy ebove

clasges,. "{1“) C

Thn truth, however, is thnt it is not Teng who is the author of
the latost commands on "socinlist Jnaustry," but the ruling "radical"
lecders. The article on "yocinliset 1ndustry“ explaing that "Protfite
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made under the precondition thut stale plans are fulfilled, come from

€nforcing the wemort tfrustlity and lowering the cost of production.

Thie kind ol profit ie socirlirt nccuculation..." 15)

If it weren't so tragic and accurate @ deecription of what is
g>ing on in production in China, it could Lo funny. But what does cone-
nect the editorizl "u Great Vietory" an the report from Japan and the
internal situation, is the nnderlying proocccupatisn with the shilt in the
globnl balance of power follewing the inpola situation. In place of pi
talk on that, what the Chintse mrceen gut is o grest abstraction of the
poet~Chairman: "We ean clmap the mosn in the Minth Heaven and seize tur—

tlos feay down in thc Five Scas."(16)

It is no accident, unfurtunately, that the discussions aven

amongz some of the Left (who look 2t Western Eurape's Communiet inrties
because they wxpect that dissidence to create furmcnt also in Eact
Europc, aB witnees the “o‘;sh Communist Party! & ~rca¢ 1ntarest iﬁ Ital-
iar dnvulopmcnts), rcvolve around the grount laid by impurlallbts,-ygi
trneaues the dcbﬁtars are in any way 2 statc buwcr ar aﬁﬁiring to it, but
bocause of the totality of thac warld crisce, the absence of aucseesful

revolutizng and the inability 49 Haan, in khnt comes from below, really

ney thevretic dc;pgr*urue, tnoug: thosu gueetions Jave been poged from

Bractlce.

tiac has bcen encouragan: tho HATO nowers! atranglchold on the
Portuguuse rovolwtlon gver gince it broke out., Indeed, in trying to
make sure thot just.such events Co not act as a bcacoﬂ for the Left
either, Mnao dovisec his latest rwlsmn o:l mc conccr‘n called fihe
Soooné Horld." Just as Mao's_eoncept of condradigtion vitlatad the ¢class

Btrugglc, raising up the supcrstruoturu v _the prim Yy place, g¢ the con-

aopt of "Scoond Horld! vitizted proletarinn internibioneliem, reducing it
to 2 question of the world market for the Thought of aoc Tsc-tung.
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It is strange, indeed, ithat at this late stage in the crises of
world capitclism, private or state or "mixed," thot nnyone should still
be undcr the illusion thut the diserray in the Westorn huropean Commnist
Partier would prodres poncthing a%in to what the ec*ual ravolutions in
Eeat Europe had done in shaking up Communis{ tata:i%::ianiqm. Isn't it
true that those who have such illurions have mot et s"*iovsly faced the
new stage of Cﬂpltillam, state-capitalism, other fthon calling it BOMmE~
thing 2s neutral as "late,” "advanced," "post," ":x2." What becomes im-

perative is thy facing of realily, the globul c¢rises, ai this new stoge

of capitalism which allows for no in-between capifazlism in any form and

its total uprooting.

. Reya Dupayevskﬁya
Datroat, Michigan

1) Interview with SeriFio Seqre, by Dariel Ycrgcn, New degublzc, 11-1-75.
(2) Hew York Timcs.' 5-14~75.

{3) See especially "Italirn Communist Party: The Road to Power?" by Eé-
guzardo Bartole, Survey, Ausarr 19755 alse "On The Italian Crisis"” by

Feier Nichols, Fore1gn Af:"1vu April 19763 and the Manchester Guardicn,
S5~16-T6.

{4) In prison itself, Gramaci had continued hia philosophic writings s
part of the revolutionery strubelc itself. Ec alsc iried ‘to keep up with
the very latest developments in tiought a2mong the Russian Bolsheviks.
_Phus, when Bukharin came to London.in 1931 to preeent a new paper to the-
International Congrese of thc History of Science and Techunology, Gramsci
“managed to get a copy of that along with Bukharin's standard text, Hie-
torical dMaterialism. HKis "Critical Hotes on an Attempt at a Popular Pre-
sentatjon of Merxism by Bukharin" focuser oththe -fact that in Bukharin's

work &Mhere is no treatment. vwhatever of._the d1alect19h..wh1ch is degraded
from being a doctrine of coneclousnesd&_,ﬂ?t i@ inner substance of history
.and the seienoe of politics, into being a subspecies of formal logic and
elementary scholasticism...he in fact capifilaiss before common semse and.
vulgar thought because he has not posed the probiem to himself [but] Marx-
ism is precisely the concrqip nistoricisation of philcsophy and its iden-
 tification with history..."s The section should be read in full, The
Modern ‘Prince and Other Writinge by Antonio Gramsei, pp.90-117.

(5) One of the most exciting things that I personally experienced in Italy
in 1947 was my meeting vith some auto workers from Turin who related to

me that during the Resistancc in 1943, an American merchant marine sea-
man had brought them literature which incluced my siudy of the Russian
economy as state~capitalist. It wes immediately translated into Ttalian
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and wap used by them in their disputes with Itzlian Communiste. These
anti-fascisl fighterswere still fighting the Communists whopresently
shared (1947) power with the Christisn Democratic Porty.
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“(12) Peking Review, 4-16-76.
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