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anwn Tiimnde
eI SUAlNUTy

Teng Heiao~pihg no sconer finizhed his eulogy of Chou En-lai
than he disappeared from public view as toiclly as the dead Chou, with
the exception ihed, not being physically deed, a new villification of
him eould start once again. It should have been no surprise far that
old war horse Teng, even if Chou Fn~lai had suffered any illusinns that,
facing natural death from cancer, his plans too would escope -immediate
esphyviation, lao had, after all, done that to all his co-leaders who
helped him found the new Chlna, who had been with him ever since the
Long March, and before.

One decade after the wictory of the Revelution, Mac had re-
minded that it took a "whole decage of rectifications," i.e., from the
time he Tirst won undisputed power of the Chinese Jommunist Papty in
1935, te 1945 when he laid down the rules for an "original® path to
power that would be independent not only of ravolut;onary'experlence
in Russia (of Lenin even more ihan of Stalin), bui alec of Marx's dia-
lectice of proletarian revolution., It is, after all, here, precisely
here-—rectificatian Jplus “originality," strictly nationalistic, strictly
Chinese-—that they were as one, and having followed him on that most
fundamertal of. ¢lass dev1e¢10n ihere was nowhere elsc for them to £0.

But are there any more hurrahs left for 1the aged and Enc1ent
Hao »n the foundations he had 1=id down ever since the Sino-Soviet oibit
turned into Sino~Soviet conflict fo» new world reazlignment with U.S. im=
periaiism as Staliu had done witn Hitler Germany? Now that it has reached
the anti-climactic climax of a renewed invitation %o the architect of
Watergate to become the first najor world [igure tc bo the first o meet
the product of ihe new Chincac internal realignment—Acting Premeir Hua -

Kuo-feng——what next? Can Hua rezlly outlive Mao when even Stalin could
not assure his succession?

Stranger even than the Boeing 707 flying to California for
the sole purpose of bringing Richard Milhous Nixon to Peking was Mzo's
previous cheice of meeting with ihat Wost German fascist, Franz Joseph
Streuss at the very moment when his alternntive wasg to attend the Fourth
National Peeple's Congress then in sgesasion, though it was the first time
in a decade that it had met, and the onc called Yto amend" the only Con—.-
stitution Mao's China ever adopted back in 1954. This would declare no—
thing short of "Marxist-Leninism-liac Tsc-tung Thought is the basis t#
guide the thinking of our nation.” {1) Obviously, decignating Hao’s
Thought,™ rother thun the very purson of Hco, %o be that supreme asuthor-
ity to which everything and everybody waes suuardinated was insufficient
to induce Mao to atlend his own Congress, rather than prefer the company




of Stieuss. ]

Chou hat tipped the seales in Mad's
favor as far back as 1936 when he was sent by dao to save Chiang
Yai-snck's life from his own troops, end at the very moment when the
Chincze revolutionary youth werc, instead, calling for the cpening
of o Ysecond Lenin front® to fight both the Japancse invasion and

- Chiang Kai-shek. By the timu seo won power and Liu SGhao=ch'i becnme
¥zo's Yenprade in arms,"” Chou did not vie with him, though in another
desnde he gave Hao the vote neoded to launch the "Cultursi Revolution'
snd the removal of Liu. 4nd when Lin fino, after inttiating the Cul~
tural Revolution ard fellowing ifac's orders to put duym the "ulire-
lefts," alss turned agoinst Mao as "iohe greatest tyrant in the history
of China," (2) Chou En-lai onse esgzin came to the rescue. .

Chou En-lzi was not, hosever, alone to bring Teng Hsiao-ping
vack from the defamaticns of the Cultural Revolution.  Mazo needed hin
~hen, in 1973, even as Wao could not do away with all Lin's generals
in the army ond had to be satisried with just shifting zbout army com-
TEnaers to tases far from home. That was the significance of the Tenth
Chinese Commmnist Pairty Congress in 1973 ‘that gliminated iao's "closest
comrade—in-arms"--expelling Lin Pino after his deuth!

o What has Tundementally changed.since .then? Is it really only
Chou's death? And now that Chou is dead, can Meo return 10 being his
own allegedly revolutionmary self? Was bringing Hua to Peking from his
own home district of Hunan at the very ti-c Teng wae reinetated in”
pewer, Mao's card up his slecve? . a ,

-Lest anyone rush to bet on that, let's not forget either
that it.was the Congress thai Mao did (16kttend that raised Fua to

top cop=-linister of Public Sceurity—cr the many parallels that
abound, between the situstion row in Chine, ond ihe Beria Purge in
Russia after Stalin died (3). .bove all, let's rot forget Heo's
penchant for extreme right-wing world leaders, out of as well as in
power, no long as they see Rusein ng Eremy No. 1. Judging by the
praise showered on Defense Scorotary Schle singer when Pord dismissed
Lkim for oppoming detente with Ruesin, Heo would have preferred getting
Schle singer to China. HNot only had Mao met with Franz Joseph Strauss
while the Fourth Hegional People's Congress wes in seasion, and net
only is he once again rolling out-the red carpet for Nixon, but he
did ce much for ileath of England when the British people had rejected
him at the polls, not to mention Mohutu of Zeire where there are no
election polls, but there is o wop of getting roney and advisgers
funnellsd for the puppets in Angola, not cxecluding alliance with
sparthoid South African mercenaries.

What is true, at the same time, is that it is hot foreign

policy that dominatus over dumestic policy. The reel enemy is alwpys

. at home. What is decisive ic thu netucl class strugeles betwaen capital
ond labor, as againet thuse Las chooms to designatc as ‘capitalist road-
era." ' Once the Congress ho (idn't attend hnd to admit that there had
haen strikes throuphout the country, that labor unurest also permestod
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the countryside, snd that ine new Constartution diqd grant them ihe
right to strike as well 2z same “emall plots of lard for personal
needs" znd some privete Littestock, Mas kept awey frem the Congress.
instead, he unlouged a "theoretical” debate on the need to atrengthen
the "dictatorship of the pral-tarizt." "Fconimism" iz directed by
fed 2gainst the workers whe Aemand betisr conditisne of labor and a
rzige in their miserly wapes.

Ir its place he dscands Yrevolutiorary erergy” which would
release untold hours of uppaid Labor rether than "give in" to "material
incentives.” Teepite the tameneed of clothing between the rulers and
the ruled, there are many sufficient inequalities, all tipped against
the masses {4). Tt ig not that the 1ost of the leagership, Teng es-
pecially, are not as sharply directed for more and more production.

It is that Mao thinks he can get it vie "rectification” and Upolitica,n
"Mao's Thought” in command. So Uhins is once again engaged .in still
ancther mini-Cultural Revnlution. o . . !

. Let's take 2 glance -into history, at least at the poirt
wher Hac started on his “original¥ path, not just o powar, which
he already hnad, but the 1959 “Great Leep Forward," straight into
"Communism" zhead of the Russians, via "rectification® ideology-—
.asking the masses to "make one day- equal 20 years." Fiprst what we
must kecp in min@ is that he was still with the Ruseians—and not
only with Stalin, but with Khrushchev, whom he praised for projecting

Russii's.getting to Comrunism in 15 Years. - '

. Mao does claim that what tosk Russia 35 years tc achieve—
"escialism*-——took China only 9 years, but that is a reference, not _
¥o Khrushchev's speech but Stalin's last (1952) work (5). Mao was
5%ill operating within the Sino-Soviet orbit as that "indestructible
friendship™ and not only becausc he expected Russia to share its
atomic secret with Clina but beeause he had just helped Khrushehev -and:
worHl "Communien to~stay in power ¥ Crushing the Hungarian RevoluTion.
That is the key, the hurey 4o "get there" without oppositinn from
the Loft, the genuine'revolutionaries‘whom "they"<Chinz =5 well as
Rusgia--called Yrevigionist.” -

That's how the word 'revisionism', that transformation inta
opposite, arose in our epoch. It is truc that Mao thought Ruesia had
-made mistzkes, but they wore "minor " ond, anyway, he felt sure hc
would 2void them. So sure was he of the Chinese love of him that he
declared "Let a Hundped Flowers Bloom, Let a Hundred Schoocls of
Thought Contend." On the way, he réfurbished his 1937 essay, "On
Contradiction." ’

Once Mao hagd gained undisputed leadership in 1935, and in
1937 developed his contribution philusophical ly—"0n Contradiction"—
which to thip oy remaine his moir “original® contribution, he insis-
ted that it was nat true that the cconomic contradiction between
capital and labor is the decisive broak, the motive Toree of revolu-
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tion. That was the "pmain aspect’ of the cuntradiction, but, Mao main-
tained, the "secondary" contradiction, pclitice, can become tho deci-
sive factor. And since prim=ry and sccondary contracictions can thus

change places, poiities hecomes primory.What wes ¥ just" theory in 1937,

permitting Meo nevertheless the practicnl politics of saving Chiang
Kai~shek, beecame, in 1957, "On thu Currect Hanuling of Comtradictions
Among the People,” or uow, =t one znd the seme time, to save China
from a revelt similzr to that .f the Hungerian Revoluticn, and yet:
"5 increase production, grester, faster, better and more weonomical
must be stressed.” - . .

]

In a word, it was only a‘t“r these flowers bloomed and con-
tended so vigorously againgi Wir that fae decided they wers "rightiste"-- -
“one thousane weeds tnat must ov destroycd.” Cn the way he christened
forced labor, what hed alwoys becn known by Marxists as "primitive
aceamulation of capital™ os "The Grent Leap Forward." Hecently, the
"lest's" apulogists Tor Mac have oncc again discovered just how revo-
lutionéry and irdependent of Stalin ic Moo when they found the Han-sui
documente, released in China during the Cultural Revalution, 1907-63,
discovered for them by Taipei in 1973, publishcd now by the U.S. gov=
ernment in 1974, and only anzlyzed with great cbandon by "concerned
scholars” (o) ’ '

Never miné that the crltlcxsm came after Stalin's . death in
. 1953, and indeed after Khrushchev's de-atalmlza.tlon, February 1956,
"not to mention the actual revolutionary attack on 2ll of Stalinism—
Krushchevism in November, 1036. Hever mind that it was o total slan

.der of Lenin, wiho most assuredly had not Mundorestimated” the revo-

- lutionary potential of the peasant. To thvse who play with words

and gloes over reality, Moo did understand the peaszart, and dic make

an “or:g;nal" contrzbutlon to "philoscphy." ' 3ince-that is the theme
¥Mac is once again reviving in the latest mini-Cultural”Revolution®

(aﬂd 3% will remsin this iduwlogy which will underlie the developments .
in the next few years, or s2 long as Mao is alive}, let us turn bock

%0 that eritique of Stalin, 1959. :

Here is huw lMao begins Lis crifique of Stalin's inst work, Eco-
nomic Problems of Socialism in the Soviet Uniazn: "This book has nol,
a word on superstructure from beginning to end" (7}. He dces not
disagree with any of the basic Sialinized eccnomics. Thus he not
only accepts Stalin's revision of Mzrx's analysis of the law of
value as the motive force of capitaliem, insisting that it dous in-
deed work both in the Soviet Unizn and in China, though each is a
"gocialist land," but also insiets that commodity produciiom will
continue to operate, and insiste clss that o talk of "the abolition
of commodity and commodity productior and the announcement of owner—
ship by all the people would Qeprive pecsants of their production.”™ -
And like Stalin, Moc denies that lahor is wxploited: "5t present in
our system, to say that labor is a commodity and the workers.are 'hired'
is absolute nonsense. Aftor restification and the anti-Rightist can-
paigns, labor is no longer a commedity" (8).
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Mac's uritique of Stalin’s underestimation of the peasantry
does not vefer to economics, but politics: M"All these belong to super-
strueture, 45 the ideological. Stalin only talked of econumics, not
politics...Some attribute the maying ('~ll Tar one, one far alll) to
Marx, but we do not aeed to spread it even if Marx did" (9). MNoreover,
cantinues e (net waiting +ill 1571 when Lin Piao accused him o being
today'e Emperor Chin}, lle lounched into praise of Ghin Shi~huang wha.
hat been "wrongly bronded a2s 2n evil man® (10).

What Mao forgot then {1955), ond in 1971, and especially in
1976, is that it ie preciscly that ancicnt peritd o- URifisotion of
the nation and book hurning and most brutal opprcssion of the pcasantry
thet did indeed produce the tiret rpreat pearant revolt in recerded world
nistory (11). ' '

Ironieally enougn, in those 1959 eriticismsuf Stalin's last
"testament,” he still gives preisc rot only to Khrushchev, but to dia-
lectics, oand he does not' linit it io contragiction but correctly cites
its pivotal point to be "nugation of negaticn™: "Thirgs will invariably
head toward thoir opposites. The dialecties uof Creece, the mctaphysics
of the Middle Ages, and th.e Remaissance... It wes a negation of negation.
Chine was also like this. Thi cantenticn of one hundred schools of
thought in the period of VWarring States was dialectics and the clessi-
cal learning of feudal times was metaphysics., Now we have returned
to talking about. dialectics..:Lenin's dialectics, Staliu's metaphysics,1
and presont-day dialeetics. 4ll thig is alss a negation of negation"(??).

"The very next year; however, there was 2 180-degrée turn-
ahout, and Mao suddenly decreed that "there is bagically no negation
of the negation: "Engels spoke abcut the three categories, but I don't
Lelieve two- of them...there is hagically no negativn of negation...
There is no such thing as the negation of ncgotion...Whon we speak
about the destruction of manking, we are scyings that something more
advanced then mankind will be produced” (13). It wes not, however,
sc mich ths ending of "continucus revoluticnst as diracting it all
against Russin. L o ‘

-With tho:cnd of the "incestruectible alliance" with Russia,
Koo declered war against their cwn major philosopher, Yeng Heien-chi,
who had cspouscd the concept of "fuwo into one,” to be told that the
very opposite is true, Yone always divides into two." (14) Gibberish
as this may svund, no one doubted the concrete command that Rusgia,
far from being as one with China, was now its enemy. Not yot labelled
28 the No. 1 Enemy, since the Sino-Sovict confliet burst inte the open
in 1960 es challenge to Ruscia's leaderchip of “the Tntevnational,"
but long befars the end of that period of direct letters of challenge
. to Rugsia's Yrevicionism," in 1964, it became clear thet Mao apted
for nothing short of a ncw werld axis, ps ageinst either Russein or
the UuS.——a third world axis of Feling-Djakarta. .

, All this eame to an wbrupt and charp end in 1965 with the
collapse not only of Sukarno, but tutal vietory of one of the otlood-
lest of all counter-revolutisns. In that same year, Prosilent Johnson
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had decided to rain bombe, not on Puking, but on Hanoi.. When Mao's
no-leaders ond those like Morth Yorcs ané the Japanete Communist
Party and 2ll vho sided with Chine as afainst Russis in the Sino-
Soviet conflict, called for a united frent backing of Kerth Vietnam,
Bao would not be meved from hig pisition that Russie ie "Enewmy HNo.i,"
that nething, nething whatever, nvt even an agoing revel: against

- H.B. imperialism's g~noecidnl war weuld move ham f'rom his pesition.

3 the contrary. He first then launchee "the Great Praletarion
Cultural Revolution” against his nwn Party leadersiiip,

N> need row to rehash those three Yyears, 1966-69, which
made Mao elevate Lin Piac to “closeat comrade-in-arms and successop”
%o himzelf, and insert that -command directly into tho Party Consti-
tution. Rather, the problem aow is that since Lin, to0, broke with
him and met an unnatural death, when Mac had once again to furn to
Chow, who had come to his rcscue et every critical point in China's
development 2nd cridig-—can Hac launch still another "revolution®
now that Chou has met a ratural cesth and Mzo's Thought rules un—
challenged? Whom is Mao gotting ready to annoint now to assure .
"Buccesaiont? .. '

Mao is too well versed in intra-party leadership squabbles
and fights for power and "woaring the Master's mantle,™ not only in
Ceina but in Pwesia~-and there 2re¢ too many parallels with what hap-
pened when Stalin died and this was tfollowed, first by the Beria :l
purge, and then the vuster of Mzlenkov, and finally Ehrushchev'e ™
de-Stalinization-—to.havp any illusions on the score of iua Kuo-
feng's ability to withsiocnd the challenges, especizlly from the
masses in the countryside. One Greazt Delusion, however—-"Jao Tsc~
tung Thought”—remains. : '

. After all, no matter how grect, the Yeconomist" type of
defeats China suffered=-whether the Grent Leap Forward, 1959, or
the Cultural Revolution, 1965~C3, or "Criticize Confuciug, Criti-
cize Lin Piao"——Mao always succeoded in keeping the leadership in
tow. Why new presently with the campeign egninst Teng as “eapital-
ist roader" and thereby also the Chou-Teng new Constitutior nnd
"Plan" for production targets, first catching up with the indus-~
trialized world at the end of the century? Allegedly, once Mao
Tse-tung Thought cominates, one day will cnoe again equal 20
Yewrts Presently thig is callec "revolutionary enthusiasm™ apd
the masses. are calisg UPoOn to exert themselves acocoréingly. -

Produection is, howevep, not a matter of "superstructure,
with the primary and gegondary "aspects" of the cuntradictions
changing pleces on command.. after 21l is said ang cone, what has
sent Mao into wnother cpin is not the "eubjectived situation, bul
the vory real ubgective'wuq£¢ Scvelopments during the pariod since
initiating his own detonto 4iin U 5. impevialiem. U,S. imperialism
hag its own reagons for nat_ivivg up dctente with Russin, when it
1a nov China, But Russin, iAnt_hos beon seoring Mvictoriusy”
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Thus, after the entry into the U¥, with Teng as spokusman
{und Mac's Thought cominant}, Chinn espoused a new divisioa of the
world, designating Wastern Burope end Japancse cepitalism oa M"Second
Yorld," with whom “accialisa? could collaborate. NATO scemed to lis-
ten-—until an actual Poriuguese Revolutior ocourred and threatened
totally 4o undermine NATO. Thereupon LATO fuuné and preferred the
Scoond Intiractisnal helping the Portuguese Socialist Party to keep
Portugal in line with “the West." :

Lz for the Commurict parties in each country, both the
Itzlian Communist Party anc the French, who certrinly are departing
from the Russian monoiith, @o 85 noi in order tu go with China, but
Lecause they themselves, naticnalastically, strive for elass collaboro-
tionism, "sharing power." A stabo-capitalist world, Balkanized, is in no
way ready to meve China up to the center of the world,

Prus, in Afriea, whure Mao's China certzinly scemcd to make
great headwsy, beth with the Pan~Zam railway znd eonccpts of guerrilla
worfere, the Angolan reveluticn was holped so substantially by Russia
and Cubaz, thnt Hao cannot hope to recapture tic momuntum. On the con-
trary, the atiempts to work wiih one of the puppets, ecven whare that
was helped by apartheid South Africa, boomeranged; Mao hac (at least
openly! claimed to have withdrewn all eid therc. -

Thus, what good is it for him to ‘shew the Chinese ieader-
chip that he, K¥as, hed beex rigat all zlong, not to pge all out for
Horth Vietnem, when now, right on the Joorstep of China, the whole
of Vietnam is with Russia. Russia is cverywhere " gurrcuncing Chinz,”
inhSoutheast fLeia, in West Eurcpe, on the southern Tlark of NATO, in
Africa. And in the Arab diddle Bast, where they hal always played up
that, wheresas Russia hed recognized Israd,Chna never had (never mind
that Mao's China cid not exist then!), Chinx this time had to tell the
PLO in the UN Sedurity Council that Russia wae “cven worse" than Isracl!

All thuse objoctive-cvents internationally come at the very
time whon inside the land, the Chou-Teng new Constitution, though con-
stantly "qucting® Mao Tse-tung Thought, had annotnced the right to
strike, the right to emall plots of land., f4nd small as they might
be, it ie certainly "revisionisw"-io rely on "material incentives"
and to sharpen the division between worker and intellectual, as can
be eviderced by heving that Yoopitalist roacder" Niep Junghohén,heading
Science and Techn>logy. . ' ' .

Of course, Chinw bas just tested a_5,0UU-mile range miscile;
and Mao isn't sure he wents to toke issue alde with his aged former
friend, Chu T¢h, from whom:he leerncé most of whet he knew in the
19308 on guerrilla warfare. Yet Chu Teh headc the Standing Committee
and Hua wes not placed on that decisive body. Ncover mind‘ he iB now
above them; ho G always win wver thuse Mweak-kneod" leaderc. The
critical point is that the workers must work hard and_harder.
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actually, #ao's lnst hurrah iz itself wesk-voiced, Me is not
nnfulding a new banmer, sr "unifying” the classes, anc the slogan, "Dig
trenches deep,” comes to the U.S. via ihe disgraced has-been Nixon. The
erisis is world-wide, not just in Russia, or in Chin~. The whole world
ia in deep recession with endless nuclear builid-up to ené eivilization.
And whom can Mao inspire with Mucisms such g "the cad of mankind is
sumetning that will produce sametihing more advaroed than manking"?

On the cantrary, it is procisely the totality of the crisis
of the existing world, statc~capitalist calling itself Communist ac
well am private capitalism exlling itself welfare, that has procuced .
nut-only rececsions but revoliz. The dispuet aloag witn the misery
will not be done atey with by "the West" or “the Eagt" dnring to think
the unthinkable as "possiblet by adding the little aljective, "limiteq,"
to nuclear warfare, as if thet Qi not sirmify the end of civilizatiorn
as we hsave known it! ) !

Mao, tuo, cannot “negate" the truth--the mazses are not Just
puor, they are rebellious. He connot forget that calling those ra-
vellious masser "ultra-lefts" ancd having Lin Piac put them down has
not extingnished such manifestocs as "Whither China?" by the Sheng
Wu-iien {(15). ALl it did was.@rive.them underground. Beyond the .
mortzlity of Mano they will riso ano rechape their world on truly
revolutionary human fundations. ’

Raya‘nunayéﬁskaya
Detroit, HMichigan

" . - . ’ . :
(1) “The new Constitution wes published widely -in English transla—
tion, but the only place whers this wae publsined alengeide the 1954
Congtitution, as well as coerrying a quarterly documentation for Jan.-
Hiar. 1975, is The China wuariiely, #62, June 1975, . pp.338-405.

(2) The plan attributed to Lin Piso—'Outline of Project 571"——was
Tirst published in Taiwan, but then alluded to often in the officisl
Heoist publications once the Mavists decided how to quote, especially
during the eubseguent "Criticize Confuciue, Critinize Lan Pinn" ocame
paign.  One Knowledgeable aralysis of that campaign by an ol@ Chinesc
Trotskyist appeared in Man Interviow with Peng Shu-tae,"” Intercentinental
Press, 1/12/76.

by Hews and Letters os a sepcrote bulledin. o
(4) For the latest study, cee "Incquality and Stratifiocation in China,"
by Martin King Whyte in The China fluarterly, #64, Doc. 1975, pp.684-T11.
Besides trocing, us best possible whon ssutues ape Jeliberately so meager,
thu auther alse points to Just how citrficult it is tv trace the phenonw
onoti of the new class since "the chiicren of 2 commnme Party secretary

(3) My 1953 article on the Beria Purge has recently been republished
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who rose from puor peasants status at the time of land reform can
8till claim paur peasant origing."

(5) The tu~ articles critieizing Stalin's Economic Problems of
Sueialism in the Scviet Union appear ci pp.129-73Z, and again on
PP+731-200 oi the Wan-sui (Long Live Mao Tse~tung Thought!) docu-
ments which appeared in Ghinz in 1967 and 1969 and were meant only
for the padres, 1In 1973 Taiwan published them, but since the origin
w2s Taiwen, little attention was paid to them. But finally, in 1974,
they appeared in .Lnglish and the analyses beczme endlegs. They were
Published by the National Tuchnical Information Service, U.5. Depart-
tent of Conmerce, Springfield, Va. 22151, in two volumes uncer the
title Wiscellany of Hao Tue—tung Thow hi, 1949-1968. It is to thie
work that the refercnces will he made here; since, though in twe
volumes, pagination is conrecutive, I will refer only to the pagina-
tion, net to the volume.

{6} The extent to which jinu's "dialectice” hae obfuscated thought
also in "the West" amidet the Sinslogists is nowhere more evident

than in the latest work on juet thees Wan-sui documents by one of the
top scholars, Stuart Schram; wno sces "Glympian detach~ant in which he’
[Mau] loocke ferward not only to the nltimate supersession of commn~
ism iisolf by a higher social form, but to the extinction of the human
race, and %o the advent of crcatures evolved from horsee, .cows, sheep
or inscets. 'When thaologians talk about doumsday,' he declared, 'they
&re pessimistic and terrify people. Ue say the end of mackind is some-
thing that will procuce something more advaneed than monkind. '™ {Chair-
men Mao Talks to the People, Talks and Letters: 1956-1671, Sinart
Schram, ed,, pp.26-27,

(7)  ¥an-sui, p.191
(8) Won-gui, ‘p.199
(9)  Wan-sui, p.130
(10) Han-sui, p.197

(11) In contrast to presunt-day apolugists is Chincse Civilization
and Burcaucracy (Yale University Prass, 1964), the mos% profound
study, by Etienne Balazs, which will illuminate the present situ-
ation, and especially so on Thought ang History.

512) Han-sui, p.205. This 1959 article, "Examples of Dialectics"
Abstracted Compilation)®, pp.201-225, should be contrasted to the
one that became most popular during the Cultural Revolution, where
Mao saic quite the upposite, "Falk on Prablems of Philogorhy," pp.354-396.

(13) Wen-sui, p.393-4. Contrast with Prof. Schram's interpretation,
ftn. 6.

(14) Han-sui, p.387, which continues the attack wsainst the major Marx-
ist Chinese philusopher: "Phe viows of the bourgeoisie, Yang Hsien-chen,
and the late Hegel have boen arcuné a long time, but they are even more
nefarisus today."”

(15) 4 tranclation of thie document can be read as appendices to Klaus
Nehnert's Pekin: and the New Left (Revhaley, 1969), (ireat parls or it
aré included in Ch. 5, "The Thought of Mno Tre-tung,™ in my work,
Ehilosuphy and Revelution {Dell, 1973).
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(16Y 1It's neccessary to kecp in mind that it was the lOth CCP Congreas
in 1973 which liao did attend which rehabllitated Teng and hundreds

of others who had been branded "capitalist rosders' becsuse thig time
Mao needed them both to sttack the senuine revolutlonary Left as well
as Lin Piao's men in the &rmy thrt did more than mourn Lin Plao's
derth, which they were sure was murder, 45 for the wew Acting Premier,
Hus Kuo-feng, who so surprised "the West" and ell "scholars™, just
read Sheng Wu-lien's Manifesto and gez where they placed the tep ‘
cop. (Philosephy snd Hevelution, p. 178 quotes thls sectlon.)




B E R I A P U R G E
by Raye Dunayevskaya

(Tfhe relevance for teday of this article, written in August 1953 on the
Situntion in Russin after Stalints death, can be seen in the many paral-
lels to the present world situation, especially ia China.)

) * B *

Commurism as practized in Russia is 2 system of the most sweated labos
in the world, butt-egzsed by ferced abop canps and a vast complex metwork of
spies and countor-spies. The countcs-spics are npot "fereign agents:” they
aze "Party men" who S§py on the GPU* o sy on tha Party men, and toth spy
on tke people. This octopus periodically dusgorpes itself in blood baths
known as purges,

Nevertheless, there could be ne greate: mistake made than that of all
our Russian Yexpuris“ who idertify ril puiyes as che samc type, and are now
busy,likening the purges following the arrast of tixe Ko, 2 man in the whola
Russian empire, luv:enti b, Berin, to the “Irotutyist" Trinls of 1€35-1923,
The purges of the 19368 periad-anrouncad tha ccaselication of the monster
State, ' The present pe.iod signifies its digintegsntic:,

After a struggle that had been raginz in the counicy since the death
of Lenin, the victor, Stalin, folt confidnst he could vudertele a purge of
what was left of the 19i7 Revolution--no: nlone of thuss who aad led it
but thousands and thousunds of rank and £i'e workors wlo had cpposcd his
regime. Thus by 1936-3F the counter-revo’.:ion was firmly-in the saddle,
The blood bath had helped the ruling inte..igentsia, the planners, assert
its authority: ™I am heze to stay. I am tne new ralirg class; and you all-
better obey me. Kare is the Lew Stalinist Constitution which not alone
legalizes my status but defines my power s absolute," :

THIBVES FALL “OiT : ‘ .

Today the ruling bureaucracy is not the integrated whole it was in
1938. It is split al) ways between Zhdancy meun, Malentov men, Beria men,

s and--not to be forgotten although little known at present—-Khrushchev men.
Anyone who,. iike Nilkita 5. Khrushchev has been boss over rebellious Ukraine,
comes into Moscow as. lote 68 1930, rnd by 1953 is in a position to have
Malenkov "Mask to be relieved" of tie post of General Secretary of the omni-
present Communist Party, and himself steps into thut post, is a man to be
watched. These power politicians have by now reached 2 blind alley, not
knewing. where to turn, and murdecing cach other. :

They have been doing'tﬁat ever since 1948 wken Mnlenkov éngiﬁeeied, with-
out “the all-powerful Stalint krowing about it, the medical assassination of

:
- wnsd . - an 1
his co-leadar gnd superios, Amdzel Ihdemov, It ig sloor

_then, that the death of Zhdanov wns the hopinning of the end also of Stalin,

. Bver since thé expulsion of Trotsky, Stalin has held undisputed power.
Byer since 1938 he was so confident of his might and his politics that he
knew he could mobilize for war, elthough he had executed the entire mili-
tary staff. Hitler used to rpve and rant to his liedtenants his enwy and
appreciation of the grnius of Stnlin who had the perspicacity and audecity
to get rid of the general staff of the Red Army before launching a world
war. He knew whereof he spoke for totalitarian economics hss po room for
& command divided between politieal and nilitary nreds,

* Initials for the name given to the secret police in Stclin's day,

.
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POWER WENT TO STALIN'S HEAD

But by 1948, after twe decades of undisputed power, topped by 2 mili-
tary victory, Stalin, to use a phrase of his own on another scecasion, was
"dizzy with success.”™ I am not using it as a psychclogical epithet, His
exhilaration from success was o sign that he was no lonpger responsive to
the objective needs requisite for a struggle for world power. 'Stalin
failed to grasp the rew situation~-he had won a war, & mighty one, over
Nazi Germany, yes. But he had vec to face the reul contender for world
power--the United States. Zhdancv was with him in not using the truce be-
tween wars for a breathing spell; he was reacdy to t ake the whole world on.

Malankov thought differently nnd, feeling that he could not win the
argument since Stalin was evideatly with Zhdanov, had Ziadanov poisoned.
For the first time since Stalin came te power something had been done be-
hind the back of the old master intriguer and murderer: n~ leader can
long retain undisputed leadership under such circumstances, no matter what
leader cults have been fashioned around his name. The bureausracy whom
Stalin had se leng and so fully represented began to find him inadequnte
to the new situation created by the end of a world war which no one really
won but which left cach of the two state-capitalist giants so exhausted
that a halt had to be called, o : ‘

How pyrrhic was Stalin's victory could be seen in the unrest in the
national republics which constitutz Russia. By a ukase of the Supreme
Soviet, five autonomous republics were liquidated. Russia had suffered the
greatest devastation and wes in crying need for a labor.force to rebuild
the country. It could not hope to have that force. enlarged by the retura
of slave laborers in Hitler's Germany-~tco many had willingly -escaped from
the prison which is Stalin's Russia. Anyone who was in.Gernany at the end
of the way knows that long before Koje, the Korean War and the massacre of
P,OM's, a veritable civil war was going on in the Russian displaced per-
spns camps, but the Allies forced the Russians to refurn to their "homeland."

£

RESTLE%S MASSES

The restlessness of the Russian masses knew no bounds. 1 they were
merely to go on in the same old way, keeping their noses to the grindstone,
then at least it would not be in the god-forsaken Urals. The torslitarian
Russian bureaucracy had all the power and all the:forze and all the laws

it needed to enforce labor discipline, but absolutely:nothing could stem
the tide of returning Russians., The tide invalidated eli laws. To have a
labor force at all the planmers were compelled to make an unplanned declara-
tion--an amnesty on all labor offensss committed during the war.

30 catastrophic, however, had bsen the decline of the labor force dur~

ing the war years (a drop from 31,2 million in 1940 to 27.2 million in 10845
whth more than 2 third of these unskilled new women workers) that even the
amnesty was insufficient to crente the labor force necessary. Thereupon
. occurred one of the speediest demobilizations of an urmy anywhere in the
world; no less than 10 miilion were demobilized batween 1945 and 1947. ‘
But meny of these had Leen infect:d with what the Soviet bureaucracy called
"bourgeois ideology." Still, considering Russian purges, this "eultural
purge" in 1946 was a very mild one. But the power struggle behind the
scenes was not so mild. A new low, even for the Stalinist bureaucracy, was
reached in ending en argument among themselves by quietly doing away with
2hdancv, and then, of course, giving him n big masse funeral.
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MORE DECREES '

By 1950 the Russian economy had  about got back to normal when Stalin
had a brainstorm. Ke braught Xhruskchev in from the Ukraine (where he was
Premier) and had Khrushchev, in a speech in the Moscow district, announce
the most fantastic scheme yet-~the creation of agrorods, that is to say,
agriculturnl towns. Just like that.--decree them, and they shall arise and
the centuries-old distinction between city and country will vanieh.

Instead of “abolishing® {he distinction between city and country, this
tdiotic schema brought such cinds to the countryeide wzat even in that land
of monolithic plrnn ‘ng, the idea u;d to be zhelvs? in a rfew short ronths.
The peasan' wasn't Lursving te craasport ., ab his wm snpenss and hiz own
time, his Little but in the.¢rltocrive Faem %0 “hw agro-towa which wis yet
to be created, wnile the apartnent huuse .o whizh le was to iize like a
work=: had not only not been built, it had not rwven baen plarned.

SUSPICIONS D.EVE 0P

But if Stal1n had to be racisfied w1*n something less than the “aboli-
tion" of the diffcrence betw:en cit; and Jemiry. ke wes golng full speed
~ahead towavisz a hond-on callininn w.th the pn1tce Statns--al leastwuere he
could get the Koucans and the Chirgs: to da-the fightivg “for fim. There
was no brestning spell, let sicne peace. 'ne iren-ficted Stalin was clear- .
ly becoming a m:...lni.c.'.e arouny the ricck of the bureaucracy which yearned for
.4 truce between wors, Ha had to be potten vid of. Bu*t no one dared. No
one except Beria, He bud to dere, for it was a question of eithcr his neck
or Stalin's and he pref?xred Stalin's. : :

Stalin had evidently begun to suspect the '"naturainess" of Zhdanov's
d=ath. The wily .Malemitov had .beat Boria %o the draw again amd mnaged sude
“denly to uncover “the plot of the doctors-poisoners' who hod indeed poi-
soned Zhdanov, thus laying the bicme for -a death he had engineered right at
the doorstep of Beria's Ministry. %hile the "lack of .wigilence" campaign
‘was raging in the country* Beria plotted Lis revenge, or, if you wish, his
defense.” For if there is anyou2-who knew Stalin it was his glotifxcr-
. bzographer~h1sto:xograpner, Ecria, : :

Six months before the death of Stalin the power struggle reacned ]

o olimax, Berin knew that his days were numbered and he had. to'move fast.
He did, Despite a1¢¢thn bulletins of thé Central Committee and of the
chief doctors in the ;1nd, vie can be sure that if Beria is net-acepsed di-
‘tectly of poiscning Stalin, he will be accused of doing ou indirectly, of
brzngxng about his Muntimely death" through his “iatrigues and-treachery."

This deesn't mean (ither that intrisue or. trenchery will stop, or
that the buréaucracy as » whole didn't b‘reathe a sigh. of relief at the death
of their "almighty" leader. One has to ﬁalfe but one glance en-how quickly
his whole program was scuttled: (1) The Kbsean waz was stopped. (27 What
the 19th Congress, the last which Stalin directed and the first to meet
since 1939, had established in trying to wilen somewhat the base of the
bureaucracy has been shelved. The Pracsidium o.ace again consists not of 50

* Note: There is much more than this to that campaign, but it does not
affect this story. However, I hope to return to that "doctors-
(awom_rs" t<ial in a future article.

5213




or 25, but "a less unwieldy ona™ of 10. (3§‘And they ran, like rats'fr?m
a sinking ship, frem the grandiose fundamental "work of genius," Stalin‘s
“Economic Problems of Socialism of the U.5.5.R."

STALIN'S LAST TESTAMSNT ‘

This, which we my call Stalin's Last Testament, is the most pathetic
document that ever a trant left his fighting heirs. After a quarter of a
century of Plans and whet he assured them was the actual transition "from
socialism tc full communism,” Stalin's mishty labors brought forth only the
‘feed to merge the peasant 's private sllotuwent ad joining the collective farm
into the callective 1tself. Upon this private gerden. rightly caileg in this
country "an asvz ard a cow," evidently denenls the building of “full commue
nism." This, pluas 'the gradunl abolition” of the collective farm merket, ond
substitution of "producis exchan;:e' for mona; agchange, will bring #hem to
“communism in & single country.” :

That was little enough orf 1 lagacy to leave his bureauciatic heirs, But
the Russiaa miases, who kpow “hat Stalin doesn't go ia for theory unless he
Plans.tO_gpggg i¢. mnde one grand rush to transform theis money into manu.-

actured products (consumess §oods) and tae peasants at the same \ime with-
held farm products. . :

It was the closest to pani: Ruscin hss been since forced collectivizga
tlon took its tol) in 1932, jvarey the “funister of Pinance, hed o come out
with a statement aga‘nst Yeuntoe thet Rustia was going to do awsy with mon-
ey. Then he hud to.cut Oy no igi: than 50 percent the "voluntary' State

"Loan.  Then the Supreme Sovier Yad to declare a 50 percent deduction in the
agricultural tax, And finaily Malenkoy steps forward promising them heaven
on earth, and to begin with: "Cur country is insured of bread.”

If:Stalin's Last Testament iz Pathetic, how much. loier fhg'dights of
Malenkoy,. In his first ma jor ‘speecl he tsed for morale building everything
from “elegant shoes® to hydrogen bombs! ‘But there is nothing really decided
-iu this power struggle as can be seen by thie fact that no ene has yet come
- Out as the Leader but each man must hide behind the "collective" Central Com-

mittee which is about. as unified s thieves who £all out, L

'RUSSIAN WQRKERS NO LONGER TSOLATED

Thexe 18 no getting away from it, the Russian masses. nre not -only ill.
fed, ill—clad_and ill-housed, ' They are rebellious, - Lo

v,

The biggest problem of Russia remzins the low labor productivity., To-
talitarian statescapitalisnm has invented ro cubstitute for that. The Russian
workers aren't brcducing‘enougﬁ, and the russiar. peasants are keeping back a
ot of what they are preucing, And 211 the pie in the sky, hydrogen bombs.
lncluded, will not thrust thenm back into thoir isalaticy now fhat the Bast
German workers have revolted againgt these rulers and overnight £illed the
Rir with the stuff that makes dreams a reality, A t
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We are ot tke beginning of the end of Russian totaiitarianism. Thot
does not mean the syate-capitalist Lureaucracy will let go of its iron
grip. Quite the contrary. It will shackle them more a: can be seen £rom
Malenkov's blaminy of the workers for the poor quzlity of consumer -goods
* o the shame of the workers of industry." Whpt it does mean is that from
the center of Rusgian preduction, from the periphuery of the satellite
countries oppressed by Russia, and from th: insides of the Communist par-
ties, all coantrodictions are moving to & hend and thz opexn struggle will
be a merciless fight to the end.

Raya Dunayevskeya

(See alsc Political Philosophic Letter No. 2, “Mao's Last ﬁﬁr:ah," and
the special January-February 1976 issue of News & Leiiars, “Under the
Whip of the Counter-revolution: Will the Revolution in Portugal Advance?").
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